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September 2003 Volume XII Number 9 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


“Something deserving reward, praise, or gratitude,” is how the Dic-
tionary defines the word, “merit.”  We have plenty of squadron mem-
bers who deserve our praise and gratitude, and should be rewarded for 
their service.  The USPS awards these special people a merit mark. 
It is again time for merit mark recommendations to be submitted.  As 
commander of the Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron it is my 
honor and privilege to recommend those who have made a substantial 
effort on behalf of USPS in 2003. 
 


Merit marks are not awarded freely nor should they be taken lightly.  The standards of 
qualification are high for this is our only reward to those who have served so well in 
furthering the objectives of USPS. 
 
Those being considered for this recognition have taught and/or chaired classes. They 
have participated in co-op charting, vessel safety checks, or represented the USPS in 
some official capacity.  These are members who have served on committees, monitored 
public boating classes, worked on squadron publications, and served as officers.  In 
other words, merit marks will be awarded to the members who have helped make 
things happen. 
 
The squadron commander, and the merit mark chairman make recommendations at the 
squadron level.  They are then passed on for review to an Area Monitor who makes his 
or her recommendations to the Chief Commander with whom rests the final authority. 
Believe me when I say that I take this responsibility very seriously.  I don’t want to 
leave out anyone in our squadron who is deserving of the coveted merit mark. How-
ever, my memory is not as good as it once was so I can use some help.  Forms are 
available on which you can list your contributions to the USPS for the year 2003. If you 
wish to be considered for a merit mark please fill out one of these forms and submit it 
to me or to P/C Leon Corbett, AP by 01 October 2003. 
 
I appreciate your help.  More importantly, I thank you for your service to the Winston-
Salem Sail and Power Squadron and to the USPS.  


                                                                                                        Jack       
 
 


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 XO Talks Safety 
  Page 3 
 Cdr’s Picnic 
  Page 4 
 Our Rendezvous 
  Pages 8 & 9 
 Ship’s Store 
  Page 10 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 11 
 
Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 


Let the Editor know if you want  
“Tarheels” by e-mail. 


 


Do not miss the Commander’s 
picnic. “Country Grass” will be 
back again bringing us some 
fine bluegrass music.  
 
Be sure to bring your favorite 
homemade dessert for the 
“Dessert Contest”. 
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20 September Commander’s Picnic 
   Tanglewood Park 
                                       Shelter #2 
 
26-27 September     D27 Fall Conference 
                                 Charlotte, NC 
 
29 September          Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
06 October               Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       home 377-3651 
                               
15 October               Annual Auction  
                                Twin City Club  
    
25 October     Fall Rendezvous 
   Morehead City 
    
 
 
          See the full calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                          
                       20 September, 2003 
  
         “Commander’s Picnic ” 
                               
                              Featuring 


                         “Country Grass” 
                               
  
                       Tanglewood Park 
                     Shelter #2 
                
                         Cost $15/ pp 
                 Checks should be made  
                        out to WSSPS  
 
                     Fun begins at 1630 
              
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                     reservation is required. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


 
 


A recent cruise we took has revealed some very interesting experiences.  The most important are the safety attributes of 
cruising in bad weather and safety on the dock.  Most boating injuries do not come from someone piloting his or her 
boat in a reckless manner, but in more subtle situations such as on the dock or docking. We know that it makes com-
mon sense to abort any cruise if the weather looks questionable or beyond that of the capability of the boat and the 
skills of the crew.  But believe it or not, many mariners expose their boats and crews when they should stay on the dock 
and enjoy that favorite beverage or two.  Here are a couple of recent observations. 
                                                                               
                                                                                       Dock safety 
A cruising couple were slumbering away in their cabin one evening when in the middle of the night when they were 
awakened by that shrilling sound of a CO2 alarm.  Up and out of the rack they flew, then they vented their boat imme-
diately by opening every hatch and port window. They shut down the AC system and asked where is this silent and 
deadly gas coming from?   Was it their boat? Or was it caused by a bad alarm? Or was it cause by another boat?  These 
are the questions that run through the minds of someone at 2AM.  Who was running their boat nearby?   We ruled out 
our boat because like almost every boat in the Marina, we were using shore power.  Trying to disable the alarms so we 
would not wake up the entire Marina was a thought.  But why?  If there is a danger in this boat then there may be a dan-
ger in another boat nearby.  After 15 minutes of venting the cabin, we began to search for the source. Come to find out, 
some novice mariner with a very large cruiser was using his generator and not the shore power like most people would 
use.  The deadly CO2 gas found its way into our ventilation system and settled in our cabin.  What a scary thought.  If it 
was not for those CO2 alarms, we could have been permanently sleeping with the “fishes”.  Lesson #1: Keep and main-
tain CO2 alarms in your boat.  They do work and will save your life. 
 
Another cruising couple were staying in a new marina and because of the way the docks were designed, the boat sat 
four feet below the dock even at high tide.  Dock lines from the dock to the boat created a somewhat hazardous board-
ing situation.  This is where accidents happen.  Slips, trips, and falls account for more than half of all cruising injuries 
and all of the embarrassing accidental dives into the water below.  Needless to say no one got wet but someone has a 
bad pulled muscle in his right leg trying to avoid a qualification for the annual DEWDA award.  Lesson #2 learned.  
Make sure all lines are tied off so as to not only secure the boat, but be aware of the cumbersome situations while get-
ting on and off the boat.                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                  Cont’d on page 4 


“Safety At Sea” 
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Cont’d from page 3 
                                                                                          Weather Safety 
Another cruising couple on a fixed time schedule was looking at the local weather situation developing.  They knew they had to 
depart by 12N or before in order to make the next port of call on their itinerary.  However, the weather began to look question-
able.  What may not look so bad in your immediate area, may be a whole different story 50 miles away.  We all know how 
the sound can kick up with just a slight breeze and a small blow.  We also learned how visibility and the lack of it can challenge 
the most experienced and skilled mariner.  Like New England, we have those many mine fields in the middle of open water.  
They call them lobster pots in the north, but we call them crab pots in the south.  Our love for that wonderful tasting crustacean 
has caused a lot of local fisherman to answer that demand by placing these pots in and around navigation channels.  Your day 
will be ruined if you wrap one of these pots around your prop. With a lack of visibility under failing weather conditions, your 
ability to spot these mine field obstacles is almost impossible.  So the lesson learned is to always have a plan B itinerary at 
hand.  Make the call from your cell phone, and tell the expecting marina:  “That do to weather conditions beyond your control, 
you will be unable to visit them tonight”.  Such a simple solution to an aged old problem in the boating world.  Now for that 
plan B entertainment option?  You guessed it. You do what you have to do on a rainy and windy day knowing that you are 
tucked in all safe and sound. C033088  
 
To the shops for shopping and then to the pub for relaxing.  It is a wonderful feeling that you know you made the right decision.  
But not all boaters feel that way.  They think they can do it and besides, they have run in the weather before and made it.  This 
as we all know creates a false sense of security.  They will not get into trouble in the first few hours, but it will be in the next 
two hours when they will look and say, it was a bad decision and too late to turn back.   A lot of times the weather can over-
come the boats ability to handle the different seas.  In addition you always have that going aground fear because visibility is 
another factor when you can not see the buoys and channel markers. 
 
Our last experience we observed were several smaller boats in a very wide and open part of the river that were fishing, water 
skiing, and just cruising.  However, we did experience a strong current and a lot of wind that day.  Not a problem for our boat, 
but one smaller boat was being tossed pretty well on the swirling river of strong currents, boat wakes and wind.  As we ap-
proached her, we observed a young couple with a small child huddling close together in the center of the boat.  Their engine had 
broken down and they were literally up the creek with out a paddle.   Of course we helped them.  But we also insisted that while 
under tow, everyone on that boat dawns a PFD.  Come to find out, they did not have the required Pfd’s aboard their boat, or any 
lines to be towed with.  Lucky for them, we had all of that “stuff”.  So another lesson to be learned, not only for those inexperi-
enced boaters who have never taken a Boat Smart Course, but for all of us members of the Power Squadron.  Carry not only 
enough Pfd’s for your boat and crew, but carry spares and a variety of sizes just in case you need one when unexpected situa-
tions happen.  In addition carry a good compliment of rescue lines, and or tow lines just in case you have to be towed, or tow 
someone else to safety.  After all, it is our commitment to promote safety, and our obligation on the open seas to provide safety 
to those that are in need.   
 
Our boating season is still in full swing.  Do not become complacent on safety.  Always remember there will be another day to 
cruise, sail, or fish.  Pick your days and so what if you have to make a change in plans.  I will always remember that you can 
repair broken boats and replace broken docks.  But you can never replace the people who love to have fun in boats.  So do it 
safely, and have fun doing it.   


 


Come to the Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood Park. 
 


Once again we will be having great bluegrass music 
provided by “Country Grass”.  And we’ll be eatin’ ribs 
cooked by our very own Stan Hutchins! 
 


Be sure to bring your favorite dessert and win a prize. 
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Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 
           Educational Program 


      2003 
 
                     Navigation                                              Text Cost :  $60.00 
                     Chairman: P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN 
                     Dates:  4/1/03 (Tuesday)   
                     Location: Dr. Blankenbeckler’s Office 
 
                     Advanced Piloting                                              Text Cost :  $35.00 
                     Chairman: P/C Ray Travis, AP; P/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP 
                     Date:  9/4/03 to 12/11/03 
                     Location: Car Wash Building 
 
                     Marine Electronics                                 Text Cost :  $30.00 
                     Chairman:  P/C Ray Travis, AP 
                     Date:  9/15/03 (Monday) 
                     Location: Car wash building 
 


  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


 
The time has come for everyone to go back to school.  WSSPS University classes start Sept 11 
with AP.  This class will begin at 1900-2100 on Thursday nights at the Car Wash building.  P/C 
Ray Travis, AP will chair the class.  I’m looking forward to seeing those who signed up for the 
class.  They are eager to continue their education that WSSPS-U has to offer. 
 
The next class, Marine Electronics begins Sept 15 1900-2100 at the Medical Park board room.  
This is going to be a large class and it is great to see this kind of interest.  I will chair this class 
as well. 
 
Our fall boating class (ABC) will begin on Oct 1 Wed nights from 1900-2100 and the location 
is yet to be determined.  I will chair this class also. 
 
As long as we have an interest in classes we will schedule them during the year.  It is up to the 
members to keep the WSSPS University open and giving the instructors a good  job with high 
pay to share their knowledge with us. 
 
Thank you again for your support this past year and let’s keep our classes going. 
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   We need items for our annual auction to raise 
funds for our educational department programs 
and equipment. 


The auction date is October 15 so contact an auction committee member soon. Let them 
know what you have to donate. Remember your donation is probably tax deductible. 
 


Committee members are K.B. Jennings, Kris Cranford, Dawn Gaskill and B Travis. 
 


Items can be brought the night of the auction but we would like to know ahead of time 
what we will have. 


 
 
 


I am so pleased to get the Tarheels. You are doing a 
fantastic job. I was Editor for a couple of years a 
hundred years ago and I know what a job it is. We 
didn’t have pictures in the old days. They add so much. 
Nice to see that Friseer and Ellis are eating well!  
 


Ethel and I have sold our home to a lady and have 
moved to a fantastic Independent living home in 
Charlotte. You have the address. You have so many 
nice activities. I hate to miss them but our traveling 
days are over. Best wishes to the Squadron and my 
friends.    
                                        P/C Martin W. Ericson, AP 


This boat has the desirable 
280 HP Volvo Duoprops.  
Low hours. Extended 
Volvo warranty.  


 


Loaded with many 
goodies including 
power inverter, 
digital A/C-Heat, 
Clarion stereo,  
swim platform. 
 
Michael Cranford 
336/924-2698 


Flying Swan 


FOR SALE 
2001 Doral 250SE 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
     Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


We started the Labor Day weekend with a tour of Jarrett Bay Boatworks in Beaufort on Saturday. 
Thanks to Dan Carraway for opening his doors especially for our group. They have quite an incredi-
ble operation that keeps on growing and making NC strong in the boating industry. 
 
At 0820 Sunday, 31 August, April Star, To The Max, Gemini and the someday-to-be named Lewis 
boat, left Morehead City and headed toward the New River. Our plan was to rendezvous with the 
New River Squadron at the Snead’s Ferry Bridge and head up the New where we could raft up. New 
River Squadron was going to the smaller boats and show us the sights, i.e. wildlife preserves com-
plete with genuine alligators. 
 
Alas we were too slow. To The Max had been sitting for a while and had growth on her bottom and 
her engines were not running at their peak. About 8-10 knots was to-the-max for her, about 6 knots 
slower than we had planned on running. Plans changed en-route. We agreed to rendezvous near Ham-
mock’s Beach, north of 
New River. Around 
1300 we pulled into a 
deep cove in that area 
and rafted our four 
boats up. Shortly after, 
five boats from New 
River joined us in the 
raft-up. 
 
The next two-plus 
hours were spent hop-
ping from boat to boat, 
sampling the hors d’oeuvres on each boat and meeting the fine folks from the New River Squadron. 
And what a great bunch of hospitable people they are! 
 
Around 1600 we departed our new-found friends and headed back to our home port where we arrived 
around 2020. The weather all day was perfect, clear and warm with little wind. What a great, long 
day on the water. That is what we are all about! 
 
Kudos to Lt/C Don Breault, AP, the consummate detail man, who carefully planned and coordinated 
this rendezvous. 
 
Heartfelt thanks go out to the members of the New River Squadron who were so cordial to us. Their 
knowledge of distance involved and local waters made this cruise a success. They have invited us 
back for another great get together. Next time we hope to make it all the way to the New River itself 
so we can explore it. 


What a Great Labor Day Rendezvous! 
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                         Read all about this adventure in the Administrative Officer’s Report on Page 7. 
 


 


abor Day Rendezvous 
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  Dwight’s corner 
 


  Ship’s Store 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 


We have 6” x 12” 2 color license plates for 
 $5.00 each. 
 Red or Blue can huggers for $3.00 each or 2  
for $5.00. 
Yellow “Support Our Troop” magnets $2.00 each. 
Show your support for our Squadron and the Troops.  
Call Jim Frazier at 998-6998 or get yours at meetings. 


Our newest item is this great coffee mug with our logo 
printed on both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. Only 
$5.00. Get some for the boat, home and office. This is 
one way to get people to ask about Power Squadron! 


Trawlerac??? Caditrawl??? What is it??? 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


25 October Fall Rendezvous - Morehead City 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


20 Sept Commander’s Picnic 
  Tanglewood Park 
26-27 Sept D27 Fall Conference 
  Charlotte, NC 
15 Oct Annual Auction 
  Membership Meeting 
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Commander  Cdr  Jack E. Cummins, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
Education Officer Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Kristine S. Cranford, P 
Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 
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August  2003 Volume XII Number 8 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


Hard Aground.  Those two words jumped up at me just like a Bogue 
Banks sand bar. Being aground in a boat, now here was a subject with 
which I have a working knowledge. Next to the experience of one 
Eddie Jones of Oriental, NC, however, I am a novice. 
EJ writes a monthly column for the website, TownDock.net which is a 
homey kind of place that features, among other things, a web cam fo-
cused on Oriental’s town docks. Anything titled “Hard Aground” had 
to be checked out. The column was well worth the read, but it left me 
wanting to hear more.  


Fortunately, for his fans, EJ has compiled several (actually 39) of his most entertaining 
works into a book called, Hard Aground with Eddie Jones.  The subtitle is, The col-
lected columns of Coastal Cruising’s best-known curmudgeon.  He calls them, 
“Selected sailing essays for the navigationally challenged.”  If that doesn’t pique your 
interest, the book’s cover features a picture of Eddie’s Nimble sailboat high and dry on 
somebody’s dock!  
 Notice the title says with, not by Eddie Jones.  That’s very important for EJ looks at 
and laughs at his own blunders, failures, trials, and triumphs.  He takes us along on his 
cruises and I defy anyone, who has spent more than a couple of weekends paddling a 
canoe at Belews Lake, not to find quite a lot of similarities to their own boating experi-
ences.  Like most of the boaters in and around Oriental, EJ is a sailor.  There are, how-
ever, plenty of events with which us “stink potters” can commiserate.  
Some of my favorite passages include stories of jumping from the dock to the boat 
while carrying an outboard motor (while his young son watched), sinking his trailer at 
the put-in ramp, and his hilarious explanation of who really purchases boats. Here’s a 
hint, it’s not us guys.  
Don’t make the same mistake as I and start reading Hard Aground at bedtime.  I could-
n’t put this book down, and was up half the night reading and laughing, much to the 
chagrin of Beth (Lt/C Elizabeth Cummins, P) who has to rise for work at 0500. Once 
she picks it up, and starts reading it for herself, she will understand why I kept her 
awake, and all will be forgiven. 
This is one great book!  Best of all, your very own autographed copy can be purchased 
for only $14.95. Check it all out at www.hardaground.com. You won’t be disappointed.                     


                                                          Jack  


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 XO’s Tale 
  Page 3 
 Our Rendezvous 
  Page 4 
 D27 Rendezvous 
  Page 9 
 Ship’s Store 
  Page 10 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 11 
 
Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 


Let the Editor know if you want  
“Tarheels” by e-mail. 


Congratulations to Jim Frazier 
for being our first car wash 
winner! To win look inside for 
your certificate number. 
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20 August  Membership Meeting 
   Twin City Club 
                                       Cruise to Bahamas 
 
31 August                Labor Day Cruise 
                                To the New River 
 
05 September          Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
06 September          Wine Tour and Dinner 
                                 Yadkin Valley Wineries 
 
08 September           Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       home 377-3651 
    
03-07 September USPS Fall Gov. Board 
   Reno, NV 
    
 
 
          See the full calendar on page 11 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at 


                  
                          
                           20 August, 2003 
  
           “Cruise to Bahamas ” 
                              With T.J. Todd 
      
                       Twin City Club 
        350 North Marshall St. 
               Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
                             724-7471 
 
                        Cost $15/ pp 
       Checks should be made out to the  
           Twin City Club NOT WSSPS  
 
            Social Hour begins at 1830 
             Dinner at 1900 
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                  reservation is required. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


Our 4th of July Cruise this year took us through the southern part of the Pamlico Sound.  We began this preci-
sion planned trip from our base at the “Fish House” in Morehead City.   Our local weather was clear and calm 
so it looked like an opportunity to maybe run the outside.  Some our members visiting Frank that morning, 
warned of the tricky shoaling and ever changing inlet into Ocracoke, so we opted for the ditch which put us in 
the Pamlico after a short trip down the Neuse.  It was a rare flat-water day with just a slight breeze.  
 
 Our first stop was Anchorage Marina located at Silver Lake in Ocracoke.  This fine upscale facility offers the 
mariner good 5’ & 6” depths at dock side, 50 and 30 amp service, New docks, decent restrooms and showers, 
a private swimming pool, bicycle rentals, ice, and a small dockside restaurant with a lounge that offers live 
entertainment on weekends.  This location is easy walking distance to most restaurants, shops, and local sup-
pliers of fishing gear and groceries.  There was even a small boutique wine shop next to the marina.  Beaches 
were a 15-minute bicycle ride from the Marina, so if you desire the sunny surf, it is all within reach.  I would 
highly recommend this 75 mile journey for a nice weekend getaway in the early fall.  That time of year there 
will not be so many crowds and you would not need reservations.  Although we found it to be not very 
crowded for a holiday week. 
 
Our next stop was Hatteras Harbor Marina in Hatteras, NC.  This was a very choppy and rougher ride than 
the day before as a NE wind picked up off shore.  We had to dodge a lot of those shoal areas and learn to 
show some respect for what we heard about when navigating the Pamlico.  Only 25 or so miles, this trip took 
a little longer than expected because of the beginnings of the weather forecasted for our area.  This marina, 
like others in this area caters to the sport fishing charter fleet.  Disappointing, we only found 2 or 3 feet of 
water at dockside.  This is very challenging to those people who have 3 or more feet of depth requirements.  
And it was challenging for us because our outdrive trim switch failed on the way and we could not raise the 
outdrive.  The docks were all concrete so a good supply of fenders is a must here. These docks are also de-
signed for larger and much taller boats, so there was a leap of faith to enter or a long climb to get off of  
                                                                                                                                                                                       Cont’d on page 5 


“Respect for the Pamlico” 
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Cont’d from page 3 
smaller express cruisers if boarding from the swim platform.  The restrooms and showers were about ¼ of a mile away 
but thankfully they were air-conditioned.  This part of Cape Hatteras did not offer much to do unless one had a car to get 
around in.  Expect long walks for entertainment.  
                                                      
Our next journey was across the Pamlico Sound, and up the Pamlico River to 
Bath.  This was a long haul of 90 miles and we anticipated bad weather.  The 
beginning of that day was light rain with moderate visibility and very little 
wind.  The Sound was much calmer that we thought it should be.  However, 
as soon as we entered the Pamlico River, we encountered a strong SW blow 
and the water began to chase us up stream, By the time we reached Bath 
Creek, the waves were quartering our hull like a toy bathtub boat.  Visibility 
was so poor, we could hardly see the many crab pots surrounding the buoys.  
Needless to say, we made it, and we were again in protected waters.  The ma-
rina we stayed in is called Bath Harbor Marina.  The owner is a very accom-
modating and very friendly sort of person who caters to the cruising crowd.  
He does not have many transient slips, but he has good depth at dockside, 30-
amp power and decent showers and restrooms.  He even gave Sheila and me 
the keys to his car so we could run to town to pick up more provisions.  This 
“Southern” hospitality is very much welcomed and dearly appreciated by 
visiting cruisers.  It not only gave us the opportunity to get out of the rain for 
a bit, but it gave us the opportunity to feel a little more of dry land away from 
the docks for a couple of hours.  The town of Bath reminded us of those tiny 
New England fishing villages you see spotted on the Rhode Island coast.  Very 
quaint and historic.  To think that we slipped our boat just a few hundred feet 
from where Blackbeard the Pirate kept his boat a few hundred years ago.  Our 
many thanks to the owners of this outstanding and very accommodating facility.   
 
Our next stop was a short ride up the Pamlico into Washington.  Along the way we towed a distressed boater who had 
run out of gas.  (And it was good thing I remembered some of those knots Leon taught me because it would have been 
embarrassing towing another boat and have the lines come undone!)  After completing our good deed for the day we 
pulled into the Washington town docks.  This facility has to be the best-kept secret in the North Carolina cruising com-
munity.  The entire dockage system is just about brand new.  You have 30 and 50 amp along with water hook up at every 
overnight dock.  The cost is .75 per foot per night.  There are also day use docks you can tie up to at no charge.  Those 
no charge docks have no water or electricity.  The town dock facility has a no charge do it yourself  pump out.  The 
showers and restrooms is air conditioned and very clean.  The town of Washington is a diamond in the rough.  A histori-
cal community just waiting to be discovered by the tourist industry.  The town docks are in the middle of the downtown 
area and the local residents seem to really enjoy this facility as you can see it gets a lot of use by joggers, walkers, and 
people wanting to just “veg” out alongside the river front.  There are many small shops within one block of the water-
front so you can dine, re-supply and even browse in a boutique wine shop!  So we had a very pleasant wine and cheese 
get together on the April Star with our District Commander Don Dunlap and his wife Donna, and then they treated us to 
very tasty dinner at “Frankes” Italian restaurant.  This is another good secret only the locals know about so if you have 
the opportunity to drive into Washington, NC, by all means, try this one for yourself as you will not be disappointed at 
all.  Our many thanks to the Dunlap’s for showing us around town and allowing us to discover more of North Carolina. 
 
Our final destination on the 4th of July was Oriental.  Most of us that keep boats in Morehead City have been to Oriental.  
Our trip down the Pamlico River was just as smooth as a power boat would want.  We entered the ditch by way of Goose 
Creek and what an enjoyable ride it was.  We almost thought we were the only boat on the ICW that afternoon.  Before 
we knew it, we were back in the Neuse River and Oriental was in sight.  We stayed at the Oriental Harbor Marina.  This 
is a top shelf facility with ample dockage, good depth of 4 to 7 feet at dockside, 30 and 50 amp service and of course 
fresh water at every slip.  New air conditioned bathrooms and showers, a restaurant with an outdoor bar, and a very up-
scale hotel.  It also looks like they are still adding on, so a small flotilla of Power Squadron boats can have a pretty good 
party there.  This is where the Gemini came in to meet us for the night.  We all had a wonderful time sharing good fel-
lowship and beverages aboard her.  Later on we went on to M&M’s for dinner and we have never been disappointed 
there.  After dinner we walked around town a bit, and ended the day with a small nightcap aboard the Gemini and then 
back to the April Star for our last night of our “Pamlico Sound Tour”.                                                       Cont’d on page 8  


Sheila Breault, P with D/C Don 
Dunlap, SN and Donna Dunlap, P 
aboard April Star. 
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Our summer boating season is coming to an end and the fall classes will begin in Sep-
tember. I am in the process of securing a more permanent place to conduct our classes 
and I’ll keep you posted on the results.  
I’m looking for instructors for AP and Marine Electronics and will be calling on a few of 
you to help with the classes.  We are in need of a Boating course chairman and I hope 
someone will step forward to help us out in this area.  I have had an unexpected large 
amount of inquiry’s about when we will be conducting our next boating course and I 
hope we can get this class started very soon. 
Those who are interested in taking AP or ME please let me know as soon as possible so I 
can get the materials in and not hold up any starting date. 
I hope all our members are having a safe boating season and enjoy the rest of the season.  
Think about the classes you want to take in the coming year and we will try our best to 
conduct as many as we can that will satisfy the hunger for learning. 
Thanks for all the help in the past. 


  
 


Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 
           Educational Program 


      2003 
 
                     Navigation                                              Text Cost :  $60.00 
                     Chairman: P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN 
                     Dates:  4/1/03 (Tuesday)   
                     Location: Dr. Blankenbeckler’s Office 
 
                     Advanced Piloting                                              Text Cost :  $35.00 
                     Chairman: P/C Ray Travis, AP; P/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP 
                     Date:  9/4/03 to 12/11/03 
                     Location: Car Wash Building 
 
                     Marine Electronics                                 Text Cost :  $30.00 
                     Chairman:  P/C Ray Travis, AP 
                     Date:  9/15/03 (Monday) 
                     Location: Car wash building 
 
                                          Recap:  5 advanced courses, 3 elective courses, 1 introduction course.    
                                                             Total of 9 courses planned for the year 2003. 
                                             Please check this page regularly for changes, updates or deletions. 


 


  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
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Mark your calendars for September 
20 to come to the Commander’s  
Picnic at Tanglewood Park. Once 
again we will be having great blue-
grass music provided by “Country 
Grass”. And we’ll be eatin’ ribs! 


We need items for our annual auction 
to raise funds for our educational de-
partment programs and equipment. 
 
The auction date is October 15 so 
contact an auction committee member 
soon. Let them know what you have 
to donate. Remember your donation is 
probably tax deductible. 
 
Committee members are K.B. 
Jennings, Kris Cranford, Dawn 
Gaskill and B Travis. 
 
Items can be brought the night of the 
auction but we would like to know 
ahead of time what we will have. 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
     Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


Cont’d from page 5 
E038963 
Our trip back to Morehead City was uneventful until we reached the turning basin.  Between the 20 mph wind, the many boat 
wakes, our ride was a little wet and salty.  But what is a cruise with out a little salt in your hair, and a little wind in your face.  
When we reached our home marina we asked this question after spending 7 days on the April Star, are we ready for dry land or 
do we want to do some more cruising.  As you may know, if we did not have to go back to work that next Monday, we would 
have opted to continue the cruise and keep going South.  I guess you can say it’s in our blood now, and we are loving the 
Carolina Coast.  We can’t wait for the next one !!! 


 


What a wonderful time! I am of course referring to the District Rendezvous in Wilmington. Close to thirty members from 
Winston-Salem turned out to greet the Coast Guard Eagle, America’s tall ship. We think we were the best represented 
squadron in the district—with one-third of our membership showing up. 
 
We were all on hand to greet the Eagle as she docked. Later on, we all toured this beautiful ship and particularly enjoyed 
talking to the cadets. Most were sophomores at the Coast Guard Academy, who mandatorily spend six weeks on board the 
Eagle. For upper classmen who wish to return, the competition is fierce. The cadets told us they had been worked hard but 
that the trip from San Juan , through the Caribbean and north to Wilmington had been wonderful. 
 
As Wilmington was officially declared a Coast Guard city, the crew served all of us at the waterfront a complimentary buf-
fet lunch and the Coast Guard Band played. Of course there were speeches. 
 
Later some members toured other ships while some shopped or even visited the Serpentarium, which houses the most in-
timidating collection of reptiles I have ever seen. 
 
Both Friday and Saturday evenings Winston-
Salem members attended wine and cheese 
parties hosted by our Commander Jack Cum-
mins, AP and his lovely wife Lt/C Beth Cum-
mins, P, the most cordial of hosts. Entertain-
ment was provided one day by Albert Gaskill 
attempting to dock Slo-Leak in the swift cur-
rent of the New River which runs right in back 
of Coastline Inn where we were staying. From 
Cdr Jack’s suite we had a bird’s eye view of 
the docks. Dawn Gaskill and Beth Cummins 
were on-board with Albert and they looked up 
to seeing everyone watching from the room as 
Albert was struggling against the current. We 
he got back he said, “If anybody can do better then go ahead”. 
 
Friday night most of us enjoyed dinner at Grouper Nancy’s and Saturday over 20 of us gathered at Paddy’s Hollow to dine. 
 
With this being Wilmington’s first Nautical Festival there were all sorts of events going on such as the wooden boat show, 
the arts and crafts booths and pirates bounding about and singing. Then there were the usual D27 Rendezvous things such as 
the Rubber Duck Race and the Conch Blowing competition. 
 
Sunday we reluctantly headed home by boat or by car, wondering how it would be to live in Wilmington, that lovely old 
port town by the sea. 
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  Ship’s Store 


  Dwight’s corner 
 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 


We have 6” x 12” 2 color license plates for 
 $5.00 each. 
 Red or Blue can huggers for $3.00 each or 2  
for $5.00. 
Yellow “Support Our Troop” magnets $2.00 each. 
Show your support for our Squadron and the Troops.  
Call Jim Frazier at 998-6998 or get yours at meetings. 


Our newest item is this great coffee mug with our logo 
printed on both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. Only 
$5.00. Get some for the boat, home and office. This is 
one way to get people to ask about Power Squadron! 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


03- 05 Oct Rendezvous - Morehead City, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Edenton, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


20 August Membership Meeting 
  Twin City Club 
31 August  Labor Day Cruise 
  Up The New River 
06 Sept Winery Tour 
  Yadkin Valley 


Month at a Glance 
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Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
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Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 








1 


July  2003 Volume XII Number 7 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


Another dues renewal anniversary has come and gone. It looks as if a 
few of our friends have decided to disembark our ship.  They will be 
missed, and we really hate to leave them in our wake. As I write this 
July Commander’s Message I still have hope that some will change 
their minds and decide to stay on board. 
 
For those of you who have renewed, and for those of you who still 
might, let me say: 
 


Thanks to you, over 60 students have completed this year’s Public Boating Course. 
Thanks to you, there is now, once again, a Sea Scout Ship in Forsyth County. 
Thanks to you, we have a new lap top computer and LCD projector. 
Thanks to you, more and more educational classes are being offered. 
Thanks to you, the squadron made the Co-op Charting Honor Roll. 
Thanks to you, we sponsored a billboard for National Safe Boating Week. 
Thanks to you, the Vessel Safety Check program is thriving and making a difference. 
Thanks to you, monthly meetings and social activities are a lot of fun and  
well attended. 
Thanks to you, squadron membership is increasing. 
Thanks to you, for your part in making it all happen. 
 
The best is yet to come!  Our Program Committee is hard at work finding interesting 
and informative speakers for our general meetings.  The Cruise Committee is planning 
some fantastic trips.  In addition, plans are being made for more “house parties” and 
special events such as the riotous Model Sailboat Regatta. Our schedule of Educational 
opportunities is as full and varied as it’s ever been. 
 


     The Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 


                            We Make it Happen……We Make it Fun 
                             Thanks to you, this slogan has become a reality. 
 
      Jack 


    


 


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 Fish Fry Photos 
  Pages 3 & 5 
 Our Rendezvous 
  Page 06 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 09 


Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
Let the Editor know if you 
would like this e-mailed. 


 


Not everybody wears a trash 
bag over their leg. See Pg. 5. 
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07 July  Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                        home 377-3651 
 
12 July  Rendezvous 
                                 Jim & Genny Frazier’s 
                                        home on Lake Norman 
    
25-27 July  D27 Rendezvous 
   Wilmington, NC 
  
30 July  Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
  
 
 
 
          See the full calendar on page 09 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                              
 
                             Saturday 
                             July 12, 2003 
         (No Monthly Meeting this Month) 
 
         WSSPS July Rendezvous 
                         
      
             at the Lake Norman home of 
 
                   Jim & Genny Frazier 
                See Page 6 for Directions 
         
 
              
              Social Hour begins at 1500 
              
  
                 Guests are always welcome. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
 
 


 
Because of an early publication date, and the fact that Don is cruising at the coast, he 


doesn’t have a report this month. We’ll forgive him because he is doing what we all would 
rather be doing; Cruising, not just talking about it. 


  
                                                We Make it happen. ..We Make it Fun! 
 
 


 


If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


Walt Blackman’s  
Fabulous Fish Fry is  
always an event looked 
forward to each year.  
Look at all the smiling 
faces in the photos on this 
page and on page 5 and 
you will see what fun  
was had by all. 
 
The next big fun event is 
our annual rendezvous at 
Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
on Lake Norman. 
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  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


 Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 
           Educational Program 


      2003 
 
                     Navigation                                              Text Cost :  $60.00 
                     Chairman: P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN 
                     Dates:  4/1/03 (Tuesday)   
                     Location: Dr. Blankenbeckler’s Office 
 
                     Advanced Piloting                                              Text Cost :  $35.00 
                     Chairman: P/C Ray Travis, AP; P/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP 
                     Date:  9/4/03 to 12/11/03 
                     Location: Car Wash Building 
 
                     Marine Electronics                                 Text Cost :  $30.00 
                     Chairman:  P/C Ray Travis, AP 
                     Date:  9/15/03 (Monday) 
                     Location: Car wash building 
 
     Recap:  5 advanced courses, 3 elective courses, 1 introduction course.   Total of 9 courses planned for the year 2003. 
                                             Please check this page regularly for changes, updates or deletions. 
 


                   We had ten people finish Operations Training during the month of June. 


  Items For Sale by our Squadron 


We have 6” x 12” 2 color license plates for $5.00 each. 
Red or Blue can huggers for $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00. 
Yellow “Support Our Troop” magnets $2.00 each. 
Show your support for our Squadron and the Troops. 
Call Jim Frazier at 998-6998 or get yours at a meeting. 
Ask Jim about Burgees and other items too. 
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             Winston -Salem Sail and  
         Power Squadron’s 
     July Rendezvous 
 
  12 July 2003 FROM 1500 (3PM) - TILL  
     JIM AND GENNY FRAZIER’S LAKE HOUSE 
      BRING YOU OWN BEVERAGE 
 BRING A HEAVY SNACK THAT CAN BE SHARED 
            THE SQUADRON WILL PROVIDE  
              THE PAPER PRODUCTS 


 


  
 
 


      WHERE 
         DO I 
        GO?? 


 
 
 
              BY LAND 
                  TAKE I-40 TO I-77 SOUTH 
                         GO APPROXIMATELY 14 MILES TO EXIT 36 (HIGHWAY 150) 
                                      GO WEST ON 150 APPROXIMATELY 7 MILES 
                 TURN LEFT ON KISER ISLAND ROAD AT MARSHALL STEAM STATION 
                                         GO ABOUT 1.5 MILES TO HOWARD DRIVE 
                                             TURN LEFT AND GO ABOUT .1 MILE 
                                                        8664 HOWARD DRIVE 
                                                             (828) 478-2728 
 
                      BY WATER 
                    FROM LAKE NORMAN’S MAIN CHANNEL MARKER #14 
                   TAKE A HEADING OF 305º 
              GO PAST 2 GAZEBOES ON LEFT 
                LOOK FOR A TAUPE HOUSE ON THE LEFT PAST A BIG BRICK HOUSE 
                                (JIM CALLED IT TAUPE, I DIDN’T) 







7 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Administrative Officer’s Report 
    Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


Once again our October meeting will feature the Annual Power Squadron Auction. This year, we are doing more advanced  
planning to insure a big success.  
 
We are asking members to contribute items to the auction, preferably nautical. As you go through the summer, take stock of 
items you no longer need, but are too good to throw out. Especially as the boating season winds down in the fall, there might 
be things you would rather not store for the winter if you won’t be using them again.  
 
Examples would be; lines, life vests, fenders, electronics, anchors, trolling motors, fishing gear, diving equipment, boat lights, 
galley ware, binoculars, charting tools, charts, chart books, boat linens, spare props, water skis, safety gear, boat clothing, rain 
gear, boating magazines and books, deck chairs and nautical videos and CD’s. 
 
Other items might be sextants, 12v TV’s and coffee makers. Also, non-nautical contributions are welcome if you believe  
they would be suitable. Decorative pieces always go over well, as do baskets, jewelry, carrying bags and fine art. If you own  
a business and want to make a contribution you would be welcome to do so. 
 
If you have contributions you may drop them off with any auction committee member or bring them to the auction yourself. If 
you choose to bring them yourself please let a committee member know what you have since we plan to release a list of items 
available to all members a week or so before the auction. 
 
The auction will be open to members and their guests. We will lengthen the social time to a full hour to give everyone time to 
look at all the goodies. 
 
Committee members are co-chairs B Travis and Dawn Gaskill, Kris and Michael Cranford, K.B. Jennings, Jr. Stan and Shirley 
Hutchins, Ray Travis and Jim Frazier.E076835 


Planning Begins for Fall Auction 
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D/27 Rendezvous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join the fun at the D/27 Annual Rendezvous in Wilmington, NC. The USCG Vessel Eagle will be coming into 
Wilmington Friday morning, 25 July and the city of Wilmington will be holding its first annual Wilmington Nautical 
Festival. What a great time and place for our Rendezvous! 


In addition to our normal rendezvous events, there will be activities around the Eagle, such as escorting her up the Cape 
Fear River to Wilmington and hosting activities to inform and entertain the 5,000 people per day who will stand in line 
to go aboard for a tour. The Eagle will be docked at the USCG dock near the Hilton Riverside. The Confederate 3rd 
Corps will battle Sinbad the Privateer. Pirates and wenches will be wandering the streets. There will be a USPS National 
Ham Radio Special Event Station - stop by and talk to people all over the world! 


Cape Fear and Fort Macon Squadrons are hosting this magnificent event. 


     For more information and a complete calendar of events for the Wilmington Nautical Festival please call the 
City of Wilmington’s Parks, Recreation & Downtown Services department at (910) 341-7855 or visit 
www.nauticalfestival.com. For more information on the U.S. Coast Guard BARQUE EAGLE, “America’s Tall 
Ship,” please visit (www.uscg.mil/datasheet/wixtrain.htm ).  


 
     


Dwight’s Corner 
 


Get where you’re going, flip it over and have lunch. 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


03- 05 Oct Rendezvous - Morehead City, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Edenton, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 







10 


 


WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


07 July  Bridge Meeting 
  Commander’s Home 
12 July WSSPS Rendezvous 
  Lake Norman 
25-27 July D27 Rendezvous 
  Wilmington, NC 


Month at a Glance 
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December 2003 Volume XII Number 12 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


The Thanksgiving holiday has passed and Christmas is approaching faster 
than the April Star on flat water.  Friends, family, holiday parties, and maybe 
even a little boating make this the most hectic yet happiest time of the year. 
 
Looking at 2003 in retrospect, I’ve got much for which to give thanks. 
 
I’m thankful for my wife Beth.  Who else would put up with me, much less 
polish the bright work on Harry L while I sat in the shade with a cold drink. 
 
I’m thankful for our ever growing family which now numbers six kids, three 


kid-in-laws, and five grandkids, not to mention four dogs. 
 
I’m thankful for the Bridge Officers and the Executive Committee of the WSS&PS.  These hard 
working people have made my job easy, and have made me appear competent. 
 
I’m thankful for all of the volunteers who have stepped up to help when needed.  You have all 
done a magnificent job. 
 
I’m thankful for those willing to serve as officers for 2004, and am confident that the squadron 
is in good hands. 
 
I’m thankful that members of our squadron survived Hurricane Isabel with only light to moder-
ate damage, and in most cases no damage. 
 
I’m thankful for all of you who have sent contributions to those folks down east that weren’t so 
lucky. 
 
I’m thankful for Sea Scout Ship 924, the scouts who man her, and for her Skipper, Kin Cartrette. 
 
Most of all, I’m thankful for YOU, the members of the Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squad-
ron. You have made it happen and you have made it fun. 
 
To all of you, our wishes for a very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 
 
 
    Jack & Beth 
 


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 Mystery Group 
  Page 5 
 More BVI Info 
  Page 6 
 Cdr’s Surprise 
  Page 7 
 Ship’s Store 
  Page 8 
 New Full Calendar 
  Page 9 
 


Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 


Let the Editor know if you want  
“Tarheels” by e-mail. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


Happy Holidays from 
all of us to all of you! 
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17 December  Christmas Party 
   Bermuda Run Country Club 
                                         
05 January               Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
05 January               Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       home 377-3651 
                               
31 January               Change of Watch  
                                 Twin City Club  
                                 
    
    
 
          See the full calendar on page 9 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                          
                      17 December 2003 
  
           “Christmas Party” 
           Bring a $5.00 Gift to Exchange 
                               
                                
                       Bermuda Run 
              Country Club 
                    Bermuda Run, NC 
 
                        Cost $22 pp 
                by Invitation - Prepaid 
 
            Social Hour begins at 1830 
              
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                  reservation is required. 
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If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


 


This time of year brings an end to the boating season for some of us.  Not because we want to,  
or not because we have to, but because we may not have as much time to enjoy our water sports  
hobby.  It is also that time to begin those end of season chores associated with winter lay-up.    
Marina’s are getting very busy before they close for the holidays, and most boaters are making  
their Christmas wish list for new electronics and accessories for 2004.  Yes it is that time of year.   
The wind is blowing in a new season.  The Holiday Season, where we will all spend time with our friends and family. 
 
This is also the time of year for us to begin planning our programs for next year.  We have a Five Star educational pro-
gram set up for 2004.  Captain “Bligh” is hard at work organizing teachers, chairpersons and getting classroom spaces 
set up.  So fellow Squadron Members, think about taking a class this winter.  We also have a wonderful program plan 
for 2004.  The program committee has been hard at work getting speakers for our monthly meetings, and coordinating 
all of the boating activities for next year.  After looking at this program, I said to myself, I would love to join such a 
club that can do so much and it looks like we will have so much fun doing it.  Please look this program over and mark 
your calendars for next year.   
 
Along with your winter lay-up projects, do not forget to file for your state gasoline tax refunds.  If you are a power 
boater, this can turn out to be some newfound cash.  For information about the N.C. State tax refund on motor fuel, call 
Wilmington at 910-251-5752 for a refund form.  Or you can download this form from the Internet.  That website is:   
www.dor.state.nc.us.  There is a dead line of April 15, 2004.  So you have plenty of time.  The new 2003 forms may be 
on this site in early January.  Just follow the instructions and remember you have to have original receipts showing the 
gallons used in your boat.   
 
Before signing off for the year, I want to introduce a new program you will see in the Tarheels in 2004.  It is called the 
boater of the month.  No, this is not another Dewda type of program nor is it one that shows great heroic deeds by our 
brave mariners.  It is a monthly profile of a fellow Squadron Member.  We want to introduce a different member to 
everyone each month.  It can be a new member, or a seasoned salt of 20 or more years in the Power Squadron.  Here is 
what you will see.  What is the reason this member joined the Power Squadron.  When did he/she first get into boating.  
What was the reason they got into boating.   How long has this member been boating.  Where has this member traveled 
with their boat or some other boat.  What type of water sports do they enjoy.   What kind of boat do they have, and or 
what kind of boat do they want.  (This could be dangerous because member’s spouses do not always agree with this) I 
would like for as many members to contact myself or P/C  Mike Cranford our publisher if you want to get into this pro-
gram.  I think it would be fun and it would give the Squadron membership a better chance to know a little more about 
you.  So don’t be shy, get your picture in the paper!  Brag a little about yourself and your experiences on the water.  We 
would love to see this featured member of the month every month.   
 
I hope you all have a safe and wonderful Holiday Season.  I also hope to see all of you at our annual Christmas party in 
Bermuda Run this month.  We have a wonderful time planned for all.   


Executive Officer’s Report 
             Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
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  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


The Marine Electronics class has taken their exams and the results should be in within a few 
weeks.  Good luck to all who took the exam. 
 
The Advanced Piloting class has finished their class and the exams are scheduled for 03 Decem-
ber.  I wish all the students good luck. 
 
The Navigation class is going strong and we are over half-way through the course. Many thanks 
goes to P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN for his dedication to teaching this course. 
 
The class schedule will be completed this week and posted on our Web site.  I’m looking forward 
to serving as your SEO next year and if you want to take a class please sign up.  The Advanced 
Grades Class’s will be scheduled and if the members sign up they will take place.  The Electives 
Classes will only be scheduled if we have enough members interested in taking the class.  To sign 
up for a class contact your SEO at 336-940-3168 or email me at (captbligh@yadtel.net).  There is 
a sign up sheet at each of our monthly meetings for you use as well. 
 
Thanks for the great year we had and looking forward to next year. 
 
 
                                                            Teaching Aids 
 
 
The education department is looking for ideas and designs for teaching aids for all classes.  I 
know that we have a good core of talented persons who can come up with ideas and help fabri-
cate some great teaching aids.  I am willing to put time into it and would like to form a commit-
tee to help design these aids.  It will be fun working and coming up with ideas and see them de-
velop into something of an art from. 
 
Just think, we could become the best squadron in the nation with all these wonderful items that 
can be used to help students understand safe boating a little better.  I would like those who might 
be interested in joining the Teaching Aid Committee to contact your SEO at 
(captbligh@yadtel.net).  I can see this as a very fun committee that share ideas.  When they are 
developed it is a rewarding feeling. 
 
Think about it, everyone is invited to share ideas.  Just one more fun thing to do 
within the WSSPS. 
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Aargh Matey! Methinks There Be Pirates About! 
 
Can you guess who this motley crew is and where in the world they were? Do you think you would like to       
associate with them? Well you do. So who are they? Answers below. 


From top left: Gary Lewis, Don Breault, Jack Cummins and 
Dennie Brigadier in the center. Above from left: Sheila Breault, 
Mary Anne Lewis, Linda Brigadier and Beth Cummins in the 
center. They were on  their October cruise in the Bahamas. It is 
probably fair to say they had a great time.F048079 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
     Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


It’s a go for the British Virgin Islands! Over forty people are very interested in this trip, so our plans are 
moving forward.  
 
Our trip will take place during the week of September 25 through October 2. Anyone who is interested 
and has not let me know they are interested, should call me at 336-924-2698 so I can keep them in the 
loop. 
 
The next Cruise Committee meeting is January 15, and by that time, we will need to have a list of all 
interested members, because we will have to have a count of the number of boats we will need to re-
serve. Also, by the end of January, we will need deposits for the trip. Yes, by then we will know what 
the trip will cost. 
 
All Cruise Committee members and other participants who wish to help with the planning should attend 
the meeting on January 15. The Cruise Committee will contact everyone about a place and time for that 
meeting which is yet to be determined. 
 
The programs for the year 2004 are being planned. Our February membership meeting will feature Mar-
garet Hoffman who has written a book titled “Blackbeard: A Tale of Villainy and Murder in Colonial 
America”. Ms Hoffman will discuss her book, and of course she will have copies for sale. Sounds like a 
great read for those long winter evenings. She appears courtesy of North Carolina Humanities Council. 
 
In March, Paul Long will be with us to present an interesting program on the Dismal Swamp Canal. For 
later meetings this year, we have a host of programs under consideration: Among them a presentation 
about maritime law, one on homeland security, another on the Sea Grant Program, a special safety pro-
gram with great new gear, and perhaps another evening with Claiborne Young, about cruising the coast 
of Florida. 
 
Remember, Cruise Planning on January 15. 


More about the BVI Cruise 
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Our Commander got quite a surprise 
when Marilyn Monroe (aka Lt/C Kris 
Cranford, P ) showed up to sing “Happy 
Birthday” to him at our November 
meeting at Twin City Club. We hope it 
was a Happy Birthday Commander Jack! 
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  Dwight’s corner 
 


  Ship’s Store 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 


Red or Blue Can Huggers for $3.00 each or  
2 for $5.00. 
6” x 12” 2-color License Plates for $5.00 each. 
Coffee Mug with our logo printed on both sides. 
Comes with a no spill lid. Only $5.00.  
 
Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or get  
yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about one of our Burgees too. 


No Michael, it’s gone. Flying Swan is gone. 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2004 


Date Event 
14-17 January USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL 


31 January WSSPS Change of Watch, Twin City Club 


18 February Membership Meeting - ”Blackbeard : A Tale of Villainy and Murder” 


12-14 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - New Bern, NC 


17 March Membership Meeting  - “Tales of the Dismal Swamp Canal” 


21 April Membership Meeting - “Maritime Law and Salvage” 


01 May 2nd Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


12-16 May USPS Spring Governing Board - Pittsburgh, PA 


18 May 
 
29-31 May 


Membership Meeting - “Boat Safety by Dale Wade” 
 
Cruise and Rendezvous at Ocracoke Island 


11-13 June D27 Spring Council  - Durham, NC 


15 June Membership Meeting - Walt Blackman’s Fabulous Fish Fry  


19 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


10 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny  
Frazier’s Lake Norman Home  


16-18 July D27 Rendezvous - Southport  


6-8 August  WSSPS Rendezvous at Morehead City 


17 August  Membership Meeting - “Homeland Security Presentation for Boaters 


04-06 September Cruise and Rendezvous at Oriental or New River 


08-12 September 
 
11 September 


USPS Fall Governing Board - Jacksonville, FL 
 
Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


25 Sept.-02 Oct. BVI Bareboat Cruise 


08-09 October D27 Fall Conference - Greenville, NC 


16 October Geodetic Marker Recovery 


19 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


05-07 November Cape Lookout Rendezvous and Raft-Up with Ft. Macon and New River Squadrons 


18 November 
 
16 December 
 
05-09 January ‘05 
 
TBD January 
 


Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 
 
Annual Christmas Party, Bermuda Run Country Club 
 
USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL 
 
Change Of Watch - TBD 


  
  


Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being added on a regular basis. 
Please make sure you check for those changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


  


17 Dec Christmas Party 
  Bermuda Run CC 
 


31 Jan Change of Watch 
  Twin City Club 


Month at a Glance 
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Commander  Cdr  Jack E. Cummins, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
Education Officer Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Kristine S. Cranford, P 
Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 
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October 2003 Volume XII Number 10 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


Awards are nice to get and they are fun to give.  I’m very proud of my 
awards received from the WSS&PS.  These plaques and certificates 
occupy a place of honor on our den wall directly behind my throne, 
a.k.a. my recliner chair. 
 


One of the Commander’s duties to which I most looked forward was 
the presentation of the Conley L. Smith Beacon Award at this years 
Commander’s Picnic. The plaque is inscribed, “A beacon for our 
squadron and the waypoint for character, leadership, loyalty, and 
friendship”. This year’s recipient of our squadron’s highest honor is P/


C Ray N. Travis, AP (soon to be JN). Ray’s contribution to our squadron is well 
known. In addition to serving as Commander Ray has been the Assistant Educational 
Officer and is our present SEO.  
 


Ray has pulled off the WSS&PS equivalent of the “grand slam.”  At the Change of 
Watch, this past January, he was awarded the Member of the Year, Member of the Year 
in Education, and now wins the Conley L. Smith Beacon Award.  He is most deserving 
of them all.  
 


A new award was created this year to honor the memory of P/C Perry G. Harmon, AP. 
P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP first proposed the idea that such an award would be an appropri-
ate way in which to remember the contributions to the WSS&PS made by P/C Harmon.  
Dawn said that right up until the end of his life Perry was still thinking of our squadron, 
and ways that he could be of service. 
We named this memorial The Perry G. Harmon Bo’sn Award.  It is to be presented an-
nually, at the Commander’s Picnic, and at the Commander’s discretion, to a person (or 
persons), other than a Bridge Officer, who has done the most to “make things happen” 
in the WSS&PS. 
 


The inaugural award was presented to Stan Hutchins and Shirley Hutchins.  These two 
incredible folks have done so much for our squadron that, should I try and list them all, 
it would take up this entire issue of Tarheels. I have never seen two people work so 
hard for an organization.  We all owe Stan and Shirley a great big THANK YOU! 
 


To Ray, Stan, and Shirley I want to give you my thanks and gratitude for jobs well 
done.  You make it happen and You make it Fun. 


                                                                                                      Jack 
 


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 ED Rankings 
  Pages 4 & 5 
 Cdr’s Picnic 
  Page 8 
 2004 Slate 
  Page 9 
 Ship’s Store 
  Page 10 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 11 
 
Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 


Let the Editor know if you want  
“Tarheels” by e-mail. 


 
P/C Ray Travis, AP beams for 
receiving the Conley L. Smith 
Beacon Award. 
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15 October     Annual Auction 
   Twin City Club 
                                         
25 October               Fall Rendezvous 
                                 Morehead City 
 
27 October              Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
03 November           Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       home 377-3651 
                               
19 November           Business Meeting  
                                Twin City Club  
                                Year in Review 
    
    
 
          See the full calendar on page 11 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                          
                       15 October, 2003 
  
          Annual Auction 
                               
                                
                       Twin City Club 
        350 North Marshall St. 
               Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
                             724-7471 
 
                        Cost $15/ pp 
       Checks should be made out to the  
           Twin City Club NOT WSSPS  
 
            Social Hour begins at 1830 
             Dinner at 1930 
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                  reservation is required. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


 As we sat and watched the fury of mother nature take aim at our pristine coast, we can not help but wonder 
how we as a group of boating enthusiasts with property at risk and close friends in such danger will be like 
after this monster of a storm goes by.  It is a wait and see situation and when the situation looks like you 
have to take action, there is not much time to do it in.  If you haste, you will loose.  And a lot to lose we all 
have.   So making preparations beforehand is more than a wise thing, it is mandatory if you are directly af-
fected by those risks found in Hurricane Alley. 
 
So what happens if you live 5 hours from ground zero and you can not get to that location to make the re-
quired last minute preparations that every prudent mariner must do in Hurricane Alley.  The fellowship of 
our boating community is one you can depend on.  I like others living and working in the western part of our 
state was unable to get to the coast to make those last minute preparations.  So I had to depend upon those 
who could get down to the coast in time to save the “April Star” from eminent peril.  In addition, all of those 
little items such as dock boxes, fish house furniture, water hoses and spare lines all had to be moved, stored 
and protected from the fury of the storm.  My many thanks and heartfelt appreciation to Frank Styers, Ricky, 
Gary and Mary Ann Lewis, Cpt. Bligh, Reid London, Stan, and anyone else I may have missed who was in 
Morehead City looking after those boats owned by our members who could not be there.  With your unsel-
fish efforts, we still have a fish house, dock boxes, and undamaged boats so we can still enjoy our favorite 
pastime.  Let me sum it up another way:  The cost of extra dock lines; $30,  The cost of the lost pair of sun-
glasses left on the helm that got blown away; $12,  The cost of having friends looking after your boat while 
you are away?  Priceless.  The fellowship of our boating community is indeed priceless.  You will never be 
able to place a value on it in any situation, on land or at sea.   
 
On another note to our members, we still have plenty of cruising time left this season.  It will not get cold for 
many weeks now, so I urge everyone to continue having fun on the water.  We have our October cruise com-
ing up on the 18th, and we still have a rendezvous in Morehead City on the weekend of the 25th of October.  
Come out and enjoy.  We still have plenty of space left on those boats departing MHC on the 18th, and we 
promise a good time for all.  And don’t forget to help support our annual auction on October 15th.   This is 
our largest annual fundraiser and we need your support.    See you on the water !! 


 “ The Fellowship of Our Boating Community” 
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  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


 


 
 
All of our hard work has paid off in our Education Dept.  Many thanks go out to all of you who have 
taken classes and helped with our Education process.  Following is a report from the D27 DEO: 
 
District 27 has an impressive track record among the 35 Districts in USPS. District 27 ranked in the 
top 10 in 14 out of 16 education enrollment categories. Two (2) squadrons ranked number 1. Winston 
– Salem had highest student enrollment in Elective Courses and highest number of students enrolled in 
Sail. New River ranked number 1 in the highest number of students enrolled in Instructor Develop-
ment. Attachment A lists the 9 squadrons who ranked in the top 10 nation wide. (See page 5.) 


 
 
 
 
 
I want to thank all the instructors that have made this a reality.  All I have done is offer the courses and 
you all have done the rest.  Many thanks. 
 
The Fall ABC boating class has started with  6 students and possibility a few more coming this week.  
I want to thank L/C Don Breault, AP for his fine job in teaching this course and all the help he has 
given me during this busy time.  
 
 
The ME class is going strong and we’re having fun teaching and learning about electricity and the 
good and harm it can do.  We have much more hands-on learning to come in this class beginning this 
week with the fundamentals in AC (Alternating Current). 
 
The N class is going strong with P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN sharing his knowledge.  We all are 
having fun trying to interpret all the ways we can figure time from Longitude and Longitude from 
time. E071384 
 
Again I wish to thank all of you for helping me make this education year a great success.   
 
Next year is coming and we will do a better job in giving all of you a chance to take all the courses you 
wish to take. 
 
Many thanks.  
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National rankings 
  


Squadrons ranked in the top 10 
 
 


RANK  SQUADRON   Course 
 
 1           Winston Salem   Sail 
 
 1            Winston Salem   Total Elective Courses 
 
 1            New River   Instructor Development 
 
 2            Pamlico    Navigation 
 
 2            Winston Salem    Education Proficiency 
 
 3            Catawba            Weather 
 
 5            Winston Salem   Cruise Planning 
 


5                        Goldsboro   Sail 
 


6                         Lake Norman   Piloting 
     
6            Rocky Mount   Education Achievement 
 
6            Durham            Advanced Piloting 
 
7            Pamlico    Marine Electronics 
 
8            Southport   Marine Electronics  
 
8            Rocky Mount   Education Achievement 
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This boat has the desirable 
280 HP Volvo Duoprops.  
Low hours. Extended 
Volvo warranty.  


 


Loaded with many 
goodies including 
power inverter, 
digital A/C-Heat, 
Clarion stereo,  
swim platform. 
 
Michael Cranford 
336/924-2698 


Flying Swan 


FOR SALE 
2001 Doral 250SE 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


For the 24th year the WSS&PS has been awarded a 
certificate for making the Office of Coast Survey and 
United States Power Squadrons’ Cooperative Charting 
Honor Roll.  In addition the following members will 
receive individual Honor Roll Certificates; P/D/C J. 
David Blankenbeckler, SN,   B. Al Hartman, AP,  Jane 
L. Hartman, AP,  Shirley W. Hutchins,  and G. Stan 
Hutchins.  Their certificates will be presented at the 
October general meeting.  Congratulations to all for a 
job well done. 


      WSS&PS Makes Cooperative 
           Charting Honor Roll 


New Bern by Trolley 
 


The D-27 C.O.W. committee is putting together a wonderful tour of New Bern for Saturday, March 13, 2004.  Participants will be 
picked up at the Sheraton by trolley at 0900 and taken to Tryon Palace for a tour.  At 1100 the trolley will pick us up at Tryon 
Palace and take us to a full luncheon at the Chelsea restaurant in New Bern.  At the conclusion of lunch, we will be picked up by 
trolley and taken on a 90 minute guided tour of Historic New Bern.  The trolley will then take everyone back to the Sheraton at 
1500, in time to rest before dinner. 
 
The complete tour will cost $45.00/person until December 5th.  We have been told that prices will go up for 2004 and the 
reservation must be in before December 5, 2003.  At this point we do not know what the increase will be, but if you have notified 
Jill Hayes of your intention to attend before December 1st you will get the lower price. 
 


If, for any reason, you can not make the C.O.W. after you have reserved a spot, just let Jill know, and your ticket will be available 
to someone else who decided too late for the deadline.  We will make every effort to re-sell the space, and refund your money.  
There are only 30 seats available on the trolley, so make your reservations early! 
 
Lt. Jill Hayes, AP 
Pamlico Sail and Power Squadron           252-940-0056 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
     Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


Last week we went to the coast to make sure our condo and boat had survived Isabel. They had, with no damage. We 
were lucky. Two of our members’ boats sustained damage. They were lucky. 
 
Lucky? Yes, because many permanent residents down east lost everything. Areas north of Beaufort, such as small coastal 
communities as Gloucester, Otway, Sealevel, Cedar Island and Williston were devastated. After the storm, residents had 
to throw out what was soaked; clothes, furniture, food, carpets, papers, family pictures. I don’t know what it would feel 
like having everything you own bulldozed to the curb to be collected as garbage, but it must be a traumatic experience. 
Many residents have ripped the soaked sheetrock from their walls hoping to save the frame at least. 
 
At the coast the photos in the paper were heart-breaking unlike what we got here. How can these people recover from this 
storm? They all depend on emergency service organizations to provide for all their needs; shelter, food, clothing, medical 
care, water. Thousands need help. Please do what you can to help these folks. What if it were you? 
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WSSPS 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 


Nominees for 2004 Executive  
Committee Positions 


 
Executive Officers 
 
Commander   Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
Executive Officer   Reid London, P 
Educational Officer  Lt/C Ray Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer  Stan Hutchins, S 
Secretary    Sheila Breault, S 
Treasurer    Lt/C Beth Cummins, P 
 
Elected members  of the Executive Committee 
 
Member at Large   Lt Sandra S. Breda, SN 
Member at Large   Lt James A. Frazier, Jr., S 
Member at Large   P/C Dawn A. Gaskill, AP 
Past Commander   (By-Laws) 
 
General Committees 
 
Audit     Lt T.J. Todd, P  
 
 
Rules     P/C Leon Corbett, AP 
     P/C Kenneth B. Jennings, Jr., AP 
 
Education 
 
Assistant Ed. Officer   P/C Jack Cummins, AP 
 
 
The above slate is respectfully submitted to you by the 2003 WSSPS  
nominating committee. 
 
Chair – P/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP 
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  Dwight’s corner 


  Ship’s Store 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 


We have 6” x 12” 2 color license plates for 
 $5.00 each. 
 Red or Blue can huggers for $3.00 each or 2  
for $5.00. 
Yellow “Support Our Troop” magnets $2.00 each. 
Show your support for our Squadron and the Troops.  
Call Jim Frazier at 998-6998 or get yours at meetings. 


Our newest item is this great coffee mug with our logo 
printed on both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. Only 
$5.00. Get some for the boat, home and office. This is 
one way to get people to ask about Power Squadron! 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


25 October Fall Rendezvous - Morehead City 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


25 Oct Rendezvous 
  Morehead City 
19 Nov Year In Review 
  Twin City Club 
17 Dec Christmas Party 
  Bermuda Run 


Month at a Glance 
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BRIDGE 
Commander  Cdr  Jack E. Cummins, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
Education Officer Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Kristine S. Cranford, P 
Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 
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November 2003 Volume XII Number 11 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


“It just can’t get much better than this,” I mumbled to myself, or to no 
one in particular.  Above, the sun beamed down its rays from an azure 
sky punctuated by a few puffy white clouds. Below was the aquamarine 
water of Nassau harbor that was busy with traffic in a laid-back Baha-
mas sort of way.  In one hand I held a “fruity” drink. You know the 
kind, heavy on the rum and coconut with a little paper umbrella pro-
truding from the obligatory slice of pineapple.  The fingers of my other 
hand were wrapped gently around a cigar of Cuban origin, or so said 
the man in the Straw Market who sold it to me.   


 
The capital city of The Bahamas is a long way from the Dismal Swamp Canal.  
It’s an equally long story how our planned squadron fall cruise went from Nor-
folk to Charleston and then ended up in paradise.  We were no longer on our 
express cruisers, sailboats, or trawlers, but aboard the mammoth Carnival Vic-
tory of Carnival Cruise Lines where an attentive staff catered to our every de-
sire.  As the late comedian Jerry Clower used to say, “Ohhhh-eeee, wonder what 
the po folks is a-doin?” 
 
Alas, all too quickly our sojourn to the good life was over.  I’m ready for a re-
turn to clear water, friendly faces, sun, palm trees, island rum, and Cuban cigars.  
I want to go further into the islands, into the Caribbean, maybe all the way to the 
British Virgin Islands.  I want to go in a small boat and at my own pace so as to 
surround myself with the whole experience.  I want to hear the water lapping at 
the hull, feel the cool breezes in my face, and swim in the warm water.  I want 
to find out what’s so special about Bomba Shack’s “full moon party” and its 
magical mushrooms. 
 
Oh… what’s that you say?  Our Cruise Committee is planning just such a trip?  
To the BVI, and during a full moon?  You say that more details will be available 
at our November General Meeting?  
 
Well sign me up!!                                                                                      Jack 
 


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 
 Auction Results 
  Page 5 
 BVI Cruise ‘04 
  Page 6 
 Year Preview 
  Page 7 
 Ship’s Store 
  Page 8 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 9 
 
Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 


Let the Editor know if you want  
“Tarheels” by e-mail. 


 


 


Stan got a new grill. We think 
he likes it. What do you think? 
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19 November  Year In Review 
   Twin City Club 
                                         
24 November           Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
08 December            Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       home 377-3651 
                               
17 December           Christmas Party  
                                 Bermuda Run Country Club  
                                 
    
    
 
          See the full calendar on page 9 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                          
                      19 November, 2003 
  
         “Year In Review” 
           Lots of Photos, Music and Fun! 
                               
                                
                       Twin City Club 
        350 North Marshall St. 
               Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
                             724-7471 
 
                        Cost $15/ pp 
       Checks should be made out to the  
           Twin City Club NOT WSSPS  
 
            Social Hour begins at 1830 
             Dinner at 1900 
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                  reservation is required. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
  


  
We have just completed another fall season of cruising this year.  We had a wonderful trip to the Bahamas as 8 mem-
bers from Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron ventured to Freeport and Nassau.  Some of us swam with the fishes 
(tropical ones), some of us toured historical areas such as Forth Caroline and all of us ventured into the world of 
“Caribbean Pirates” as we finished our visit in Nassau.   This trip was followed up with our fall rendezvous in More-
head City.  In early October, we had a wonderful time with the Oyster Roast in Morehead City.  There were five squad-
rons represented.  Ft. Macon, Greensboro, Raleigh, Charlotte, and Winston-Salem.  Everyone had a great time sharing 
food and drink.  There were over 75 people there.  The most I have seen at Frank’s ever! 
 
There are still a few days left for weekend cruises.  I know everyone is winding down the season because the holidays 
will be upon us before you know it.  So pick what few warm days we may have left and get them boats on the water for 
some fun and relaxation.  Cape Lookout is still just as pristine as ever and many a weekend night you can see a few 
boats on the hook there.  Oriental is still a wonderful destination as they have almost recovered from Isabelle and there 
is plenty of weekend dockage available.  So don’t put them boats up for the season just yet.  I know some of my col-
leagues in New England are in the process of winterizing because early November has some pretty chilly nights.  We 
still have many weeks left and I plan on making the best of it as long as I can.   
 
Now for 2004, we have a 5 star program in the works for next year.  It looks like we have some interesting programs 
for our speaker meetings, and we are in the process of developing several short and long cruises for the next season.  I 
see many opportunities from the Pamlico Sound to Charleston with several raft ups, day cruises, and joint programs 
with other Squadrons. E069934 These inter-squadron activities promise to be a lot of fun as I have found out we are not 
the only party animals out there.  Plus you get to meet fellow members from all over the state.  So I hope to see a lot of 
participation in our fun activities for next year.  What a network of boaters and what a collection of great moments we 
can share together.   
 
In closing, I am asking for as many members to participate in our cruise planning committee for next year.  Kris Cran-
ford has done a wonderful job leading this and she is putting together a really good program with Stan Hutchins and 
Reid London for 2004.  We need input as to what you want to do, so please e-mail us, or come to our meetings which 
of course always have food and drink, or just call any one of the bridge officers with your suggestions.  I promise that 
you will never be disappointed.  Because we make it happen, we make it fun. 
 


 “ Still Cruising” 
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  Squadron Educational Officer 
        P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


The Marine Electronics class is about to finish with P/C Leon Corbett, AP teaching the last section. 
Then the class will be taking the Exams.  Two members have passed their exams already: P/C Ray 
Travis, AP and Cdr. Jack Cummins, AP.  Congratulations to both. 
 
The Advance Piloting Class is in its final stages with one chapter left followed by the 1210 cruise.  
The students will be taking their exams the first week in December. 
 
The Navigation class is in mid stream now and the students are laboring with the celestial sphere and 
all the co-altitudes and co-declinations that seem to appear from nowhere.  With the caliber of their 
knowledge and understanding they will have no problem in finishing the course with flying colors. 
 
We have had a busy year and it has paid off for the squadron and I hope that we can continue with 
great success next year.  The class schedule will be posted on the web site by the end of November.  If 
you have not taken any classes lately please sign up and we will schedule them to meet the needs of 
the members. 
 
Thanks again for a great year. 
 
 
Program Committee Report 


 
The Program Committee met at the Cranford’s home October 29 to work on 
programs for 2004. One of our priorities is to bring in a speaker to discuss 
maritime law, especially the topic of salvage. This will probably be one of our 
first programs for the coming year. 
 
Another program will be presented by an author that has written an excellent 
book on Blackbeard the pirate. A third program will be a special safety presen-
tation in the spring. 
 


We are in the process of bringing a program about the Dismal Swamp Canal since Isabel kept us from 
seeing it personally this year as we had planned.  
 
If anyone has any great ideas for a program or knows a great speaker please let Lt/C Kris Cranford, P 
know so she can have the committee look into arranging it. 
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New Bern by Trolley 
 


The D-27 C.O.W. committee is putting together a wonderful tour of New Bern for Saturday, March 13, 2004.  Participants will be 
picked up at the Sheraton by trolley at 0900 and taken to Tryon Palace for a tour.  At 1100 the trolley will pick us up at Tryon 
Palace and take us to a full luncheon at the Chelsea restaurant in New Bern.  At the conclusion of lunch, we will be picked up by 
trolley and taken on a 90 minute guided tour of Historic New Bern.  The trolley will then take everyone back to the Sheraton at 
1500, in time to rest before dinner. 
 
The complete tour will cost $45.00/person until December 5th.  We have been told that prices will go up for 2004 and the 
reservation must be in before December 5, 2003.  At this point we do not know what the increase will be, but if you have notified 
Jill Hayes of your intention to attend before December 1st you will get the lower price. 
 


If, for any reason, you can not make the C.O.W. after you have reserved a spot, just let Jill know, and your ticket will be available 
to someone else who decided too late for the deadline.  We will make every effort to re-sell the space, and refund your money.  
There are only 30 seats available on the trolley, so make your reservations early! 


OCTOBER AUCTION… A GRAND SUCCESS 
 
Thank you to everyone whom participated in our Auction during the October meeting. 
 
We received over $700.  We had so many donations we could not finish the Auction.  It was a fun time for everyone. 
The bidding against each other for several extremely nice items got quite competitive.  KB Jennings was a jolly and 
fun auctioneer.  Our runners, Mike Cranford and Ray “Capt. Bligh” Travis kept the items coming quickly.  Thanks  
to all who helped set-up this FUN-FUN-FUND raising event.  We have several items left and you may just be seeing 
them for sale at a meeting in the future. 
 
Thanks for the support from the committee: 
Lt/C Kristine Cranford, P 
P/C KB Jennings, AP 
P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 
Lt B. Travis, S 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
     Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 


For next year, we are planning a wonderful cruise. We will fly to the British Virgin Is-
lands and board boats to sail the Francis Drake Channel. There will be monohull and 
catamaran sail and power boats. For seven glorious days we will cruise at a leisurely 
pace, anchor in beautiful coves, snorkel in the crystal waters of the Caribbean and dine 
ashore in the evenings. 
 
We will be chartering these boats. This cruise is for experienced sailors and inexperi-
enced alike. All members are welcome to join us for this excursion. Our chosen dates 
are September 25 to October 2 of 2004, in order to include the infamous Bomba’s Full 
Moon Party. (Don’t drink the mushroom tea.) 
 
Rates will be low that time of year, so it’s paradise on a budget. If you would like to 
go, let us know. Contact any officer or cruise committee member for more information. 
They are: Kris or Michael Cranford, Ray or B Travis, Don or Sheila Breault, Reid or 
Faye London, Rebecca Izak, or David Blankenbeckler. 
 
If we can do this, could the Greek Islands be next? 


Interest Is High For The BVI 


Everyone listens intensely as Kris Cranford explains some options for the BVI trip. Twenty members 
gathered at the Cranford’s home October 29  for the “Cruise Planning Meeting”. There was lots of 
food and drink as all our meetings are full of serious planning and spontaneous fun. 
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2003 


Our Change of Watch 
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1st Sail Regatta 


Frazier’s Rendezvous 
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Walt’s Fish Fry 


D27  in 
Wilmington 
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This is just a preview of the many things we  
did this year. Come to the November meeting 
to see our “Year In Review” presentation.  
The program is full of photos, music and fun.  
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  Dwight’s corner 


  Ship’s Store 


For Sale: 
1978 22’Chrysler sail boat 
with trailer. 2001 Mercury 6HP 
with less than 100 hours. Lots  
of gear included. Only 2 owners. 
 


Asking $4250.00 


 


336-996-6082 


Red or Blue Can Huggers for $3.00 each or  
2 for $5.00. 
6” x 12” 2-color License Plates for $5.00 each. 
Coffee Mug with our logo printed on both sides. 
Comes with a no spill lid. Only $5.00.  
 
Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or get  
yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about one of our Burgees too. 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


25 October Fall Rendezvous - Morehead City 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


15 Nov Year In Review 
  Twin City Club 


17 Dec Christmas Party 
  Bermuda Run 
31 Jan Change of Watch 
  Twin City Club 


Month at a Glance 
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BRIDGE 
Commander  Cdr  Jack E. Cummins, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
Education Officer Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Kristine S. Cranford, P 
Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 
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June  2003 Volume XII Number 6 THE TARHEELS IS AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


By Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP 


“Life outside the power squadron!!  Naw…..”  That was the response 
that I got to an email sent to D/C Don Dunlap, SN.  I had invited Don, 
and of course Donna (Lt Donna Dunlap, P), to join the WSS&PS for 
our Co-op charting outing over the Memorial Day weekend in More-
head City.  As many of you know Don and Donna are semi-permanent 
boating residents of Frank’s (P/C Frank Styers, AP) Peltier Creek 
Country Club and Yacht Basin, and we have adopted them as our own. 
Don sent his regrets because they are traveling to a family graduation, 
as are Gary and Mary Anne (Lt Gary Lewis, P & Lt/C Mary Anne 


Lewis, P).  That prompted my reply that, “Sometime it's surprising to realize that, 
yes, we do have a life outside of the power squadron.” Don returned that one with the 
afore mentioned quote.  
OK, maybe our lives are hopelessly entwined with the works of the usps. But for most, 
if not all of us, it’s a labor of love.  It’s got to be a sense of doing something worth-
while, and doing it well.  Otherwise why are so many giving so much of their time to 
make this squadron a success? And, we’re not doing anything new, different, or special.  
We’re merely following in the footsteps of those who have gone before. They too dedi-
cated themselves to making this a squadron that we could enjoy, and from which we 
can all benefit. 
Our squadron SEO, P/C Ray Travis, AP, and I represented the WSS&PS, and the usps, 
at Water Safety Forum 2003 which was sponsored by the US Army Corps of Engi-
neers, and held at the W. Kerr Scott Reservoir in Wilkesboro on 14 May.  I must admit 
that I didn’t want to attend.  Beth (Lt/C Elizabeth Cummins, P) had gone on down to 
the beach a few days earlier, and that’s where I wanted to also be.  But…. My life  
belongs to the power squadron, and besides, Don (Lt/C Don Breault, AP) had worked 
hard to have us included in this forum, and I promised him that I would attend (as  
did Ray). 
Captain Bligh and I adapted a power point presentation regarding the mission of the 
power squadron, and practiced to make sure that we could deliver it within our allotted 
time.  Then it was up at 0430, meet Ray at 0600, and be in Wilkesboro no later that 
0800.  We didn’t know what to expect upon arrival at the forum, but were pleased to 
find that it was a first class event, held in a first class facility (not to mention boxes of 
Krispy Kreme donuts). 
Speakers were from Corps districts and lakes located all over the south-


    


 What’s Inside 
   This Month 


 It’s DEW-DA Time 
  Page 7 
 Walt’s Fish Fry 
  Page 8 
 Charting Photos 
  Page 9 
 More Charting 
  Page 10 
 Full Calendar 
  Page 11 
Look inside for your certificate 
number and win a car wash. 
 
Let the Editor know if you 
would like this e-mailed. 


Cont’d Page  6 


If Ditto’s around, Stan’s cooking. 
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18 June  Membership Meeting 
   Walt Blackman’s 
                                       Annual Fish Fry 
 
27 June  Tarheels Articles Due 
   E-mail prefered 
   skogford@hotmail.com 
 
07 July  Bridge Meeting 
                                 at the Commander’s 
                                       Home 377-3651 
    
12 July  D27 Spring Council 
   Raleigh, NC 
    
 
 
 
 
 
          See the full calendar on page 11 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always welcomed       
and encouraged  to come to the monthly Bridge Meeting  
on the 1st Monday of every month. The regular time for these   
meetings is 1900 at theCommander’s home at 785 Laverton 
Lane, Rural Hall. Call 377-3651 for directions. Come out and 
join us.  We would like to have your input.) 


                  
                           18 June, 2003 
  
        Annual Fish Fry  
 
                                       at 
      
                      Walt Blackman’s 
       2443 Lyndhurst Avenue 
              Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
                            727-0428 
 
                         Cost $15/ pp 
           Checks should be made out to  
           Winston-Salem Sail & Power  
 
              Social Hour begins at 1830 
       Dinner shortly thereafter 
  
               Guests are always welcome, but a  
                  reservation is required. 
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    Executive Officer’s Report 
                    Lt/C Donald Breault, AP 
 


 
     “How A Funny Thing Can Happen on the Way to the Fish House” 


 
 
 
Have you ever wondered how to use the driving time to and from the coast in a more productive manner? 
The 4 or 5 hours every two weeks or so can get a little long.  If you are the driver, you obviously are faced with  much  
responsibility of getting there safely.  If you are the passenger you have the dubious chore of entertaining oneself, so here  
is the top ten list of what to do with 5 hours of windshield time between Winston-Salem and the “Coast”. 
 
Number 10:   Begin reading the many novels you never had time for such as “War and Peace”. 
Number  9:    Take up knitting and begin next years Christmas gifts  for those family members you know you will not see  
for a long time. 
Number 8:     Try to develop the reasoning behind the I-40 construction project in Greensboro and try and guess what the  
cost will be to the taxpayers of North Carolina.  Then for more bonus points, try and guess what century the project will  
be finished. 
Number 7:     Try and guess at the number of cars that you pass or that pass you, that are headed to the beach on Route 70.  
You will be able to confirm this on Sunday afternoon if you see the same people driving the same cars in the same direction 
as you, on the way home.  So you may want to write down that information on the way and check it off on the way home.  
This can be used on the ride both ways! 
Number 6:     Try sleeping so you can be rested when you arrive.  After 20 minutes, wake up dazed and ask the driver are  
we there yet?  Do this two or three times and you will have the chore of driving both ways that weekend. 
Number 5:     Read the West Marine Catalog and look for next years upgrade items you may want to buy. 
Number 4:     Make a list of things you forgot to bring.  Do this after going thru Raleigh. 
Number 3:     Begin writing down all of those stories heard in the Fish House that are true. 
Number 2:     Begin writing down all of those stories heard in the Fish House that are untrue. 
 
And the number one in the top ten list of what to do with 5 hours of windshield time, on the way to the beach:   
 
Convince your better half that the boat you just bought is way too small to justify such a long trip, so it would make more 
sense to buy a bigger boat. 
 
We have made it happen!  Now lets all make it Fun! 
 


 


 
If you have any questions concerning any of the 
upcoming events, classes, or any other items 
about the Power Squadron, please feel free to  
contact any of the people listed below.  
Cdr Jack E. Cummins, AP  377-3651 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Kris Cranford, P                      924-2698 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP  940-3168 
Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S  722-2701 
Lt/C Beth Cummins, P  377-3651
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  Squadron Educational Officer 
     P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 


 Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 
         Educational Program 


      2003 
 
                      America’s Boating Course ( ABC)                                          Text Cost: $25.00 
                      Chairman:  Lt/C Don Breault, AP; P/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
                       
                      Dates:   
                      2/15/03 and 2/22/03                    9am to 4pm                              Smith-Reynold’s Airport 
                      3/22/03 and 3/29/03                    9am to 4pm                                Smith-Reynold’s Airport 
 
                     Sail                                              Text Cost:  $32.00 
                     Chairman: Al Rufty, JN 
                     Location: Medical Park board room 
                     Dates:  1/9/03 to 3/27/03   13 weeks for Sail 101, and 13 weeks for 102.  Total of 26 weeks. 
 
                     Seamanship                                             Text Cost :  $25.00 
                     Chairman:  Lt/C Don Breault, AP 
                     Location:  Car Wash building  
                     Dates:  Begins April 24 - Part 101 and 102 to run weekly 
 
                     JN                                               Class Started : 9/02 
                     Chairman: Bobby Truett, JN                                            Text Cost : $60.00 
                     Location:  Fries Moravian Church 
                     Dates: Weekly on Tuesday 1830 hrs.  Class ends on 2-25-03 
 
                     Navigation                                              Text Cost :  $60.00 
                     Chairman: P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN 
                     Dates:  4/1/03 (Tuesday)   
                     Location: Dr. Blankenbeckler’s Office 
 
                     Instructor Development  (ID)                                            Text Cost :  N/C 
                     Chairman: Lt/C Don Breault, AP 
                     Date:  4/2/03  One night class 
                     Location: Don Breault House, 1200 Arboretum Dr., Lewisville 
 
                     Piloting                                 Text Cost :  $25.00 
                     Chairman: P/C Rocky Johnson, AP 
                     Date: 4/10/03  weekly 
                     Location:  Central Carolina Bank Boardroom at 2006 South Hawthorne Rd.         
 
                     Marine Electronics                                 Text Cost :  $30.00 
                     Chairman:  P/C Ray Travis, A 
                     Date:  9/9/03  
                     Location: Car wash building 
 
                     Advanced Piloting                                              Text Cost :  $35.00 
                     Chairman: P/C Ray Travis, AP; P/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP 
                     Date:  9/4/03 to 12/11/03 
                     Location: Car Wash Building 
 
 Recap:  5 advanced courses, 3 elective courses, 1 introduction course.   Total of 9 courses planned for the year 2003. 
                                         Please check this page regularly for changes, updates or deletions. 
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                                   Education Report  
                                             By P/C Ray Travis, AP, SEO 
                                   
 
              


                                                                 “and gladly would he learn and gladly teach”  
                                                                                                                                                     Chaucer.  Canterbury Tales 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


No word on the JN exams. I will notify everyone when I receive the results. 
 
No word on the ID exams. I will notify everyone when I receive them. 
 
The Sail 102 exams are in and congratulations to all. Everyone passed. Thanks to Al Rufty for the 
fine job he did with chairing this class. 
 
The Seamanship class, Chairman Lt/C Donald Breault, AP, has completed the first of two modules, 
S101 and exams were given. S102 has started. 
 
The N class, Chairman P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN, is going strong with six (6) students enthu-
siastically digging in for the long haul. 
 
We will not have any summer classes this year because this is time for boating and enjoying what we 
have learned in the past. Our classes will start up this September beginning with Marine Electronics 
September 9 Tuesday night 7-9. 
 
                                             “We Make It Happen, We Make It Fun” 


  Items For Sale by our Squadron 


We have 6” x 12” 2 color license plates for $5.00 each. 
Red or Blue can huggers for $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00. 
Yellow “Support Our Troop” magnets $2.00 each. 
Show your support for our Squadron and the Troops. 
Call Jim Frazier at 998-6998 or get yours at a meeting. 
Ask Jim about Burgees and other items too. 
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                       Administrative Officer’s Report 
                             Lt/C  Kristine Cranford, P 
 
 
                        Co-op Charting Is A Great Success 
 


 
On Memorial Day Weekend, boats from the Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron spread out through the 
Swansboro area to collect local data for NOAA. Four boats participated this year, captained by Stan Hutchins, 
Dennis Brigadier, Lt/C Don Breault, AP and P/C Leon Corbett, AP. 
 
The day started at 8:00 a.m. with a custom cooked breakfast by Stan Hutchins, whose approach to any event  
is “plan the food and the rest will fall into place”. Ray Travis, Reid London, Shirley Hutchins and Suzanne  
Cartrette helped with the food too. 
 
Once out on the water, we experienced moderate temperatures, calm seas, little wind, and cloudy conditions. 
This year we verified the locations of markers using GPS systems and checked for missing and damaged  
markers. Stan Hutchins managed to get “Ditto Too” airborne twice returning from Swansboro. The reason?  
Trying to keep up with “April Star” fondly nicknamed “Shooting Star” due to her speed -demon captain  
Don Breault. E052487 
 
In the evening everyone enjoyed hotdogs and hamburgers as we closed out the day. 
 
Sunday proved to be an absolutely perfect day with light winds and sunshine. We all piled on Faye and Reid 
London’s new boat for her shakedown cruise into the Beaufort area. The 38 foot Californian proved to be a  
wonderful cruising and party boat, smooth running and quiet. It was roomy enough to very comfortably accom-
modate eleven people, with a spacious saloon, a lovely enclosed aft deck, and a top deck for sunning. Aboard 
were Commander Jack Cummins, AP, Lt/C Beth Cummins, P, Lt/C Donald Breault, AP, and Lt Sheila Breault, 
S, Faye, Tisha and Reid London, Past Cdr Dawn Gaskill, AP, P/C Michael Cranford, P, and Lt/C Kristine  
Cranford, P. Our four hour cruise took us to Beaufort and included a mid-afternoon picnic off Carrot Island. 
 
Crew members for Co-Op Charting were in addition to those mentioned above, Shirley Hutchins, P/C Mary 
Lou Corbett, AP, Linda Brigadier, B Travis, Kin and Suzanne Cartrette and Barrie and Fred Eldridge. 
 
Special thanks are due Frank and Polly Styers who generously opened up their house for the whole weekend  
including the wine and cheese party held Friday night.  
 
 
 
 
 
Commander’s Message - Cont’d from Front Page  
east, the US Coast Guard, CG Auxiliary, and Charlotte/Mecklenburg Police Department’s lake patrol.  
We learned a lot and found some valuable resources that we can use in our own public boating courses.  
When the talking was done, we had a picnic lunch and were treated to a boat ride on the beautiful W. 
Kerr Scott Lake. 
Ray and I were proud to represent you at this very worthwhile event.  As it turned out, I’m kind of glad 
that (for this day anyway) my life and the power squadron were one in the same. 
 
PS   Thanks to our XO, Lt/C Don Breault, AP for conducting the May meeting in my absence.   
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It’s DEW-DATime Again… 
 
Now that the boating season is here the stories are starting to come in about our adventures and mis-
adventures on the water. These are the first of what will probably be many contenders for our coveted 
DEW-DA award(s). If you are lucky you will be one of the few and proud recipients this year. 
 
Contender No. 1:  This avid fishing couple headed offshore forty miles in the face of small craft warnings only to 
discover they had left their fishing gear at the dock. Heading back in, the water was so rough that it knocked out  
one of the side windows which promptly fell overboard. 
 
Contender No. 2: This lady boater decided to practice docking their new 40+ foot boat by herself. So off to the 
coast she went and talked a stranger into untying her. She gave instructions on which lines to release first starting  
at the stern. Before her help could untie the bow the wind caught the stern and forced it out turning the bow pulpit 
through the curtains of another boat. As if this wasn’t bad enough she decided to back out of the other boat but un-
fortunately she was still tied to the dock at her bow. With the size of this boat it was really quite easy tearing away 
twenty (20) feet of dock. She hoped everything would be repaired before her husband got back down to the boat in 
a week or so. It didn’t happen. He found out. They are still married. 
 
Contender No 3: This Past Commander made his first real trip in his new boat along with his wife and some other 
squadron members. While at the visited marina he couldn’t get his boat to start no matter what he tried. After about 
an hour and half of wasted time he finally got a mechanic to come check it out.  The mechanic simply pushed in the 
switch which engaged the choke and it fired right up. The P/C had forgotten that you have to push to start. 


From an Australian web site… A Blonde Story 
 Last summer, down on Lake Isabella, located in the high desert, an hour 
east of Bakersfield, a blonde, new to boating was having a problem. No 
matter how hard she tried, she just couldn't get her brand new 22-ft  
Bayliner to perform.  
 
It wouldn't get on a plane at all, and it was very sluggish in almost every 
maneuver, no matter how much power she applied. After about an hour  
of trying to make it go, she putted over to a nearby marina. Maybe they 
could tell her what was wrong.  
 
A thorough topside check revealed everything was in perfect working  
order. The engine ran fine, the outdrive went up and down, the prop was 
the correct size and pitch. So, one of the marina guys jumped in the water 
to check underneath.  
 
He came up choking on water, he was laughing so hard. Under the boat, 
still strapped securely in place, was the trailer.  
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   Dwight’s corner 


Funny Nautical Terms 
By Mike Blanche - Omaha, Nebraska -  
“Sealetters” 
Continued from May... 
 
SCUPPER -- drain at the edge of a deck, to al-
low water to run off; if water is running in, see 
"sink"  
SKIPPER -- slang term for a flying fish, or a 
flat stone  
SINK -- unless there is a huge amount of frantic 
activity on deck, large stainless steel unit in the 
kitchen; also, to quote Bill Dana (Jose 
Jimenez), "Oh, I hope not!"  
STABILIZER -- device to counteract ship's 
roll; several umbrella drinks will have the op-
posite effect, in case you want to experiment 
with what cruises were like before the invention 
of stabilizers  
STACK -- refers to pancakes, funnels, or girls 
around the pool  
STARBOARD -- like aboard, but pointing at 
the night sky; also means "right", which has 
absolutely no mnemonic relationship, so no one 
remembers it without thinking about "port" first  
STATEROOM -- cabin where you can lie in 
state   
STERN -- the Captain, when the crew acts like 
the crew of the Love Boat; also the roundy (or, 
on modern cruise ships, squarish) end of the 
ship. Usually passes through the water after the 
rest of ship.  


                                                                                           
TENDER -- how your skin will feel after the first day on a Caribbean 
cruise; also small boat to take passengers ashore, making them wonder 
why their port taxes are not being used to construct a dock with cruise 
ship berths  
WAKE -- what you won't want to do at 6 a.m., if you attended the mid-
night buffet  
WEIGH ANCHOR -- complicated operation involving very large scales, 
necessary before every ship's departure  
WINDLASS -- completely still; no wind  
YARDARM -- important ship feature, determining if it's time for a rum  
I hope this information is totally useless, but at least entertaining.  
 


            Walt’s Annual  
      Fabulous Fish Fry 
 
Come to Walt Blackman's on June 18 for 
some of the finest fish this side of ...well 
nowhere! 
 
            2443 Lyndhurst Avenue 
         Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
                       727-0428 
 
              
            See map at right for directions. 


New Jet Ski 
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Co-op Charting Weekend at Morehead City 


Dsgami;eo
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More Co-op Charting Weekend ilbfe o 


Above: To The Max, the London’s new boat. 
Right top: Tisha , Captain Reid and Faye London 
on the bridge. Below right: the Pirate of Beaufort 
will be in Wilmington for the D27 Rendezvous. 


Above: Cruising on “To The 
Max” was Cdr Cummins, wife 
Lt/C Beth, Lt/C Don Breault, 
wife Lt Sheila, and P/C Dawn 
Gaskill. Also on board (not 
pictured) was P/C Michael 
Cranford and wife Lt/C Kris. 
Above right: The replica of 
“Nina” was in port in Beaufort. 
Right: Carrot Island ponies. 


Read all about what 
you missed at the 
Co-Op Charting 
Weekend in the  
Administrative  
Officer’s Report  
on page 6 of this 
month’s issue. 
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Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events for 2003 


Date Event 
25 January Change of Watch Bermuda Run Country Club 


08 February Charlotte Boat Show 


19 February Membership Meeting -”Alaskan Sea Tales”  by Jack and Beth Cummins 


14-15 March D27 Annual Meeting & Change of Watch  - Adams Mark Hotel Winston-Salem 


19 March Membership Meeting  - Fred Eldridge/Leon Corbett on Boat Building 


16 April Membership Meeting - Claiborne Young - Coastal Cruising 


03 May 1st Annual Sailboat Regatta in the Travis’s Swimming Pool 


07-11 May USPS Spring Governing Board - New Orleans, LA 


21 May Membership Meeting - Dana Breda & Robert Logan - South Africa Cruise 


06 - 08 June D27 Spring Council  - Raleigh, NC 


18 June Membership Meeting - Fish Fry at Walt Blackman’s 


21 June Watersports Safety Day & VSC at Kerr Scott Reservoir 


12 July Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron July Rendezvous at Jim and Genny Frazier’s 
Lake Norman Home  


25-27 July D27 Rendezvous - Wilmington, NC Escorting the Eagle  


20 August Membership Meeting—T.J. Todd - “Sailing to the Bahamas” 


30 August New River Cruise to Jacksonville 


03-07 September USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 


06 September Yadkin Valley Wine Tour and Dinner 


20 September Commander’s Picnic at Tanglewood  Park, Shelter # 2  


26-27 September D27 Fall Conference - Charlotte, NC 


03- 05 Oct Rendezvous - Morehead City, NC 


15 October Membership Meeting - Annual Auction and Fundraiser 


18-25 October Cruise to Norfolk, Belhaven, Edenton, Elizabeth City, Manteo & Ocracoke 


19 November Annual Business Meeting - Year in Review 


17 December Squadron Christmas Party - Bermuda Run Country Club 


31 January 2004 Change of Watch - Twin City Club 


      ( Make sure you check carefully for changes and additions ) 
Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being 
added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check carefully for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                         Editor 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER 
  SQUADRON___________ 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


18 June Fish Fry 
  Walt Blackman’s 
07 July  Bridge Meeting 
  Commander’s Home 
12 July Lake Norman Rendezvous 
  Jim & Genny Frazier’s 


Month at a Glance 
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BRIDGE 
Commander  Cdr  Jack E. Cummins, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
Education Officer Lt/C Ray N. Travis, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Kristine S. Cranford, P 
Secretary  Lt/C Mary Anne Lewis, S 
Treasurer  Lt/C Beth W. Cummins, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, P 





