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 This is the last issue of “Tarheels”  
 Next month begins a new era with  


“Crossed Anchors” 
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Change 
Of 


Watch 
 


Saturday 
 


28 January 
 


 at Piedmont Club 
200 West Second Street 


19th Floor 
Winston-Salem, NC 


 
 


Dinner Cost $35/pp 
(Includes parking) 


 
Make Checks out to WSSPS 


Send to Eddie Shinlever 
2275 Pisgah Church Road 


Kernersville, NC 27284 
 by 20 January 


 
 


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required. 


 
28 January     Change of Watch 
                                 Piedmont Club 
 
30 January               Executive Committee 
                                       at the Commander’s 
                                       home 336/759-0455 
 
30 January              Tarheels Articles Due 
             E-mail prefered 
              mcranford@triad.rr.com 
 
 
                                 
           See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
 
(As a note, all squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday 
of every month. The regular time for these 
meetings is 1900 at the (new) Commander’s home 
at 1013 Paschal Drive, Winston-Salem. Call 759-
0455 for directions. Come out and join us.  We 
would like to have your input.) 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Kris Cranford, AP  924-2698 
Lt/C Scott Foster, S      922-7632 
Lt/C Alexander Cooper, JN            760-2994 
Lt/C Ray N. Travis, SN  940-3168 
Lt/C Cindy Jennings, AP  768-3134 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Please support our Advertisers 


Cdr Kristine S. Cranford, AP 


I was so gratified to see the terrific attendance at the Christmas party despite the weather. Special 
thanks to the Blows Brothers Band who performed for our enjoyment. 
 


It is hard to believe my year as Commander is winding down to the end. It has been a terrific 
experience-not always in the sense of being pure fun, but in the sense of being a challenge and an 
opportunity to grow. I have learned so much and developed a confidence I have never had before. 
 


I have many people to thank for their help this year, from past commanders who counseled me 
from their past experience to my officers and other members who donated so much time and hard 
work. One person I have to thank above all, for he has helped me more than anyone else and 
without him this year would have been phenomenally difficult. His encouragement and total 
support have been my mainstays, and his patience has been infinite. After twenty-four years I am 
still awed by Michael Cranford’s creativity, aesthetic sense and expertise in so many things. It is a 
privilege to live with this beautiful spirit, and I know that all of you  who know him can agree that 
what I say of him is no exaggeration. 
 


All that is left for me to do now is to finish the planning for the Change of Watch. We shall be at 
the Piedmont Club (the BIG room!). There will be a sumptuous buffet and a classical guitarist for 
our enjoyment. Please everyone come, and help me thank all the members and officers who have 
served us this year and to welcome and support the new officers who will make next year the best 
ever for our squadron. 
 


It has been such a busy year that there has been little time to spend on our new little boat. My 
priority this new year is to spend time on Midnight Sun really enjoying how beautiful everything 
looks from the water. 
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P/C Ray N. Travis, SN 
         (AKA “Lord Nelson”) 


This is my last report as your SEO. 
 


I want to take this time to thank all the members who have taken the courses offered.  I especially thank the Course 
Chairmen and Instructors for their time and effort.  With all of your help you have made WSSPS Educational Department 
a top rated program.  WSSPS has the best instructors teaching a variety of subjects with exceptional knowledge and many 
sea stories that tie reality to the subject matter.  This has made taking classes a fun learning experience.  It has been a 
privilege for me to have been the SEO of WSSPS.  I hope that I have not pushed many of you too hard, but if so, it has 
been a great pleasure seeing you sitting in class and learning. 
 


I expect you to give your new SEO P/C Don Breault, AP the same respect that you gave me. He has great ideas and will 
carry WSSPS Educational Department on to greater heights.  He is a top notch instructor and WSSPS will benefit from his 
leadership abilities.  
 


The USPS Educational Department is continuing to up grade the courses. They are being changed to meet the current 
boating world.  Many new changes coming will inspire members to take or monitor the upgraded courses.  It is up to all 
of you to keep WSSPS on top of Education. 
 


As George Jefferson says “I’m moving on up”.   I’ll be the DEO after the D27 COW.  With help I will find my way 
through the intricate web of USPS Educational Policies to do the job that is required. 
 


I will always be available to help WSSPS out in the Educational Department. 
 


Thanks for everything! 


“Why are Sailors Really Stink-Potters in Disguise” 
 


Have you ever had the opportunity of cruising the ICW in the fall or early spring.  You will witness the migratory behavior 
of what we call Snow Birds.  Those many power and sailing vessels that are domiciled in the northern half of the Atlantic 
Coast.  There seems to be a large armada of various sized yachts that have a  phobia about cold weather, so they must 
avoid it at all costs during the months of December to March every year.  It seems those boat owners like to live in New 
England and NY during the nice weather, but they seem to have a fear of freezing when the fall turns into winter time.  So 
don’t you ever get in their way while they go through this annual migratory trip south.   
 
One particular type of boat I want to point out that is seen frequently, is the infamous Sailing Yacht.  It is a noble type of 
vessel with two or more masts that has the ability to display many square feet of pristine sail cloth while majestically 
tacking along our coast line.  The tranquil sounds of water rushing beneath the hull and nothing but clean salt air flowing 
between the various sails with the occasional pitch as the boat navigates over a rolling sea.  Boy !  does this sound like a 
romantic fun filled ad for one of those bare boat charters in the BVI? 
 
But what do we really see regarding these sailboats traveling along the ICW or for those brave enough to venture offshore?  
No sail cloth displayed.  Engine or engines at almost WOT.  Speeds at around 8 to 9 Kts. Always in the middle of the 
channel.  And always carrying a dinghy that can go faster than a loaded bass boat on Lake Norman in July.  Sometimes 
you may even get a wave from the Captain or the person at the wheel.  So who are these people really fooling? 
 
Here is what I believe are the top ten reasons why Sail boaters never raise their sails. 
 
10: I may have to wash down these sails after I use them and that eats into the cocktail hour 
 9: The rigging is more maintenance than a Mercruiser-outdrive                                                        Cont’d on page 6 
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Photos by 
Linda 
Brigadier 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


Cont’d from page 4 
 
 8: All my sails are locked in the sail locker and I can not find the key 
 7: The dealer showed me how to get this boat in and out of the dock but never showed me how to sail 
 6: Not sure how fast the wind has to be to start sailing, and if its too windy, I may get wet or loose control 
 5: My wife is no longer interested in raising and lowering all the sails for me 
 4: My kids would rather go water skiing or parasailing 
 3: Diesel fuel is really not that high 
 2: Loud engines are still quieter than a noisy wife who is bored stiff of sailing 
 1: The Number One Reason Why Sail-Boaters are Really Stink-Potters? 
 


This boat can’t go fast enough and there are too many lines, sheets, halyards and tackle to adjust.  What I 
really want is a boat that I can turn a key and just push a throttle.  


  
So the next time you get out into the water way or off shore, count all of the sailboats you see and then count all of 
them with out the sails raised.  Guess who wins?   
 
Next month?  “Tales from a Trailer Sailor” 
 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
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Rank, Name & Grade 
          Squadron 


Spice 
Bouquet 


Tour 
(#) 


Grady- 
White 
Tour 
(#) 


Friday 
Reception 
@$18.00 


Saturday 
Cooking 
Demo &  


Luncheon 
@ $27.00 


Saturday 
Member Lunch 


@ $15.00 


Saturday 
Banquet Buffet 


@ $35.00 


TOTAL 


        


        


District 27 Change of Watch and Conference 
10-12 March 2006 


Hilton Hotel – Greenville, N.C. 
 


Room Rate: $89.00 plus Taxes             Reservations made by calling 252-355-5000 
Ask for “United States Power Squadrons District 27” room block    


Cutoff date is 8 February 2006 
 
FRIDAY 10 March: 
1315   Spice Bouquet Plant Tour (30-minute drive from hotel) – advance registration required 
– no charge 
1400  Grady White Boats Factory Tour – advance registration required – no charge 
1500 – 1800 Member Registration  (Lunch Tickets and Banquet Tickets) and Voter Registration 
1800 – 2000    Cash Bar and Reception sponsored by Tar River Squadron 
 
SATURDAY 11 March:   Uniform of the Day:  Uniform F 
0700 - 0900  Member and Voter Registration 


     Pick up lunch tickets. (Need to be prepaid for lunch) and Banquet Tickets 
0700 - 0830   Commanders’ Breakfast  
0900          Council Meeting Convenes 
1100 - 1400 Spouses’ Mediterranean Cooking Demo & Luncheon – advance registration required 
1200 - 1320   Members’ Luncheon  (Preregistered and paid) 
1330  Meeting Reconvenes 
1600  Meeting Adjourned 
1800               Cash Bar 
1900               District 27 Change of Watch Banquet   - Uniform A or Suitable attire 
 
SUNDAY 12 March: 
900-1000 Cooperative Charting and Geodetics 


 
------------------------------------------DETACH AND SEND----------------------------------------------- 


 


D-27 Change of Watch & Conference Reservation Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to: D-27 C.O.W.    Mail Check with completed form to:   
Lt/C Janet Drinnon, 2938 Portertown Road, Greenville, NC  27858        Phone:252-355-7890 
 


Reservations Must Be Received by Wed., March 1, 2006.  Any reservations received after that 
time will be honored if there is cancellation space available.  Thank you for being prompt! 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


     FUND RAISER 
 


                This Spring - Date to Come 
                      Spaces $25.00 each 
                       
 


                      Location to be determined 
 


                     Get ready to clean out 
                your closets, attics,  
                  garages, cellars! 
 


                             We will need volunteers  
               and donated items    Questions or Donations                 


Sheila Breault 712-0661 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


 
       


28 January        Change of Watch 
                          Piedmont Club 
 
 
 


February           Brand New Newsletter 
                         New Executive Committee 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 


Please Deliver to: 
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BRIDGE 
Commander  Cdr  Kristine Cranford, AP 
Executive Officer Lt/C R. Scott Foster, Jr. S 
Educational Officer P/C Ray N. Travis, SN 
Administrative Officer P/C Alexander Cooper, JN 
Secretary  Lt/C Cynthia Jennings, AP 
Treasurer  Lt/C Edward O. Shinlever, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, AP 
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ROSSED  February 2006    Volume XV   No. 2 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
ANCHORS 


Meet the New Officers—Inside 


Formerly Tarheels 
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15 February    Weather with Austin 
                                  Piedmont Club 
 
19 February             Greek Cruise Meeting 
                                        Cranford’s Home 
 
27 February             ExCom Meeting 
                                       at the Frazier’s home 
                                       998-6998 
 
27 February            News Articles Due 
             E-mail prefered 
               mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 13 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


With  
Austin Caviness 
Of Channel 12  


News 
 


February 15 
 


 at Piedmont Club 
BB & T Financial Center 


19th Floor 
724-7077    


 


Dinner Cost $15/pp 
Plus $1.50 for Garage Parking 


Make Checks out to WSSPS  
Collect at door 


 


Social from 1830-1915 
Dinner shortly thereafter   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required. For Tarheels 


In Your Boat 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


’m baack! I never planned to be, but here I am. We 
needed a commander and in a fit of something 
(senility?) I re-upped. No bonus for re-signing. 
However, I have many different perspectives and 


many more experiences behind me this time, so it will be 
different and interesting. I intend to have fun doing it. 
 


This article is an amplification of my “Over the Bow” at 
the Change of Watch. We had a very nice event, attended 
by a good group of members and a number of visitors 
from the District level and from the Greensboro Squadron. 
Commander Kris Cranford was well roasted on the theme 
of being “out of uniform” and dressed in appropriate attire 
for her passage into the hallowed status of “P/C.” I missed 
those of you who were not there! 
 


Now to business. I will use the old saw: There’s good 
news and bad news. Tough stuff first. (Always finish on a 
high note, they say.) 
 


The bad news is that organizations everywhere are having 
a tough time. The mighty Rotary International has even 
begun to see its membership slip. And nationally, USPS is 
looking like Ford and GM—in a race for the cliff. There 
has been much focus on recruiting, and USPS has done a 
good job—recruiting at a 10 or 12 percent rate. 
Unfortunately, members have been dropping out at about a 
15% rate and last year it was 20%. Count the years and 
figure out how long before there is no longer a critical 
mass and we have a few strong squadrons operating on 


their own or coming together in a new organization. There 
has been some tinkering, but I have not seen fundamental 
changes take place in the national organization. I don’t 
think we have addressed the question of who wants to be 
members of USPS and what they want to do as members 
at this time. The demographic is changing. 
 


There is some good leadership in the national organization 
now. Our own Ernie Marshburn, from District 27’s Tar 
River Squadron, became Chief Commander in early 
January—top of the whole heap. Ernie is good, and I hope 
his leadership will help at that level. Ernie was responsible 
for the “Power of One” each one recruit one program, He 
supported the Experienced Boater recruitment program 
that I worked on. He has done much to begin turning the 
organization in the right direction—but I think it is like 
turning the Queen Mary. 
 


Tar River has a unique distinction, by the way. The 
District 27 commander (until next March) is Ben Reed, 
from Tar River squadron. And his wife, Lorrie, is 
squadron commander. There are just three blue flags: 
squadron, district and national commanders. They all three 
fly in that one squadron, and it is smaller than ours. 
 


Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron has many 
strengths and is doing better than USPS is nationally. Just 
a year ago we were District Squadron of the Year and our 
squadron and our members have received much 
recognition for good work. Our membership Cont’d Pg 8 


I 
Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


 


          
          
          


          
          
  The Squadron The Squadron Seamanship Piloting Jr. Sail Cruise Instructor 
  Boating Course Boating Course   Navigation  Planning Development 
  Spring Fall       
          
          
          


Date  7-Mar 7-Nov 9-May 12-Sep 11-Sep 12-Sep 11-Jul April 
Day  Tue Tue Tue Tue Mon Tue Tue TBD 


Location  Old Town  Old Town Old Town  Old Town TBD TBD Old Town  TBD 
Duration  8 wks 8 wks 8 wks 10 wks ongoing 8 wks 5 wks 3 wks 


Chair  R. London R. London ML. Corbett F. Eldridge R. Travis A. Rufty needed D. Breault 


          
          
          


                  USPS.org? 


                                http://www.usps.org/ 
 
t is good to be back on the WSSPS Bridge.  Although I took the 


year off from the Bridge does not mean I really took the year off 
from WSSPS.  I continued my journey to learn more about this thing 
we call “The Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron”.  I spent some time taking a few classes, and worked 
my way into teaching a few classes.  I found out that teaching classes is one of the best ways to really learn 
the subject.  And learning about boating is the very reason that our family joined the WSSPS.  One of the 
best places to learn about the WSSPS is the USPS.org.  This “United States Sail & Power Squadron” web 
site gives us all the information one could ever want on the subject. Once you go there you can move to the 
“District 27” web site (http://www.usps.org/localusps/d27/) which we are a member and then on to the local 
WSSPS.org (http://www.wssps.org/index.asp/) web site. 
 
This web site has all the information on the By Laws, Operations, Organization, Classes,  Cont’d Page 6 


I 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 


Cruises planned for 2006 


 
 
• Rendezvous in New Bern. 


Date:  May 27 – 29  Memorial Day Weekend 
 


• 6 day cruise from Morehead City to Wilmington, NC.  
With Stop off in Southport, Bald Head Island, and 
Wrightsville Beach.   
Date: April 29 to May 5 


 


• 8 day Cruise from Morehead City to Norfolk, VA with stops in: Belhaven, Elizabeth City, 
Manteo, and Ocracoke.  We will do the Dismal Swamp Canal Route. 
Date: June 10 – 16 
 


• Rendezvous with New River Squadron in New River. 
Date: September 2-4  Labor Day Weekend. 


 
  
• Bareboat Greek Island cruise in October, 2006.  Sailing in                 
the Ion Sea.  See P/C Kris Cranford for details. 


 
Other Activities 


Wine Tour 
Wine trail in the Yadkin Valley.  Day trip of wine tasting and vineyard tours in the Yadkin 


River Valley.  We will tour and taste 3 vineyards and we will finish the day 
with dinner in Winston-Salem.  We plan to charter a small bus so tasters do 
not have to drive.  Cost to be determined by number of people participating.  
Date will be one Saturday in September. 
 
 


Boat Show Trip 
Annapolis, MD   Date:  October 12-15, 2006 
We will organize a bus trip to Annapolis, MD.   Cost to be determined 
depending on number of people.  This will be a 3 or 4 day trip.  We will 
open this up to District 27 if we can not fill the bus.  This trip is a must 
for anyone wanting to look at larger boats and if you have never been to 
it before. 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


Administrative Officer’s Report 
Cont’d from Page 4 
 
Cruises, and you know it even has a coloring book for kids.  I am going to let this lay for now but believe me we 
will talk more about this later.  USPS.org is just a great place to just spend some time on the web. 
 
One of the things our new Commander Leon Corbett talked about Saturday night at the Change Of Watch was the 
fact that ninety percent of the membership has computers with access to email and internet.  This is one tool that we 
need to get working for our squadron.  Communications is the one thing that keeps any organization active, and the 
computer is the communications tool we need to develop for our squadron. 
 
I challenge all members to visit this USPS.org web site, and let’s just see where the journey takes us.  You might 
even meet Sea-Vester! 
 
My new job as Administrative Officer will be challenging and of course, fun.  One of the tasks is to organize the 
monthly meetings and make sure we have dynamic programs.  For February 2006 we have a dynamic program to 
kick things off.  Austin Caviness meteorologist for WXII Newschannel 12 will be with us.  He has many years in 
meteorology, and is sure to bring us a dynamic program.  We will again be meeting at the Piedmont Club located on 
the 19th floor of the BB&T building, 200 West Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. 
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y first recollection of boating was the 
day my father (a naval officer) shipped 


out for the Pacific Theater during the last stages 
of World War II.  Before departing he pointed to 
a corner of the back yard and told us that would 
be the future home of our first boat (a run about).  
When he returned approximately one year later, 
the war was over, Dad was home unscathed, and 
we soon had a new boat in the corner of the 
backyard. 
 
 I remember the day it was purchased from 
Ransom Downe’s Boating in Orlando and, at first 
sight, I thought it was the most beautiful boat I 
had ever seen.  It was sixteen (16) feet of pure 
bliss, resting atop a trailer.  The 22 hp Evinrude 
Motor had rope starting - wrap a rope around 
flywheel and pull with all your might.  If you 
adjusted the choke, throttle and spark just right, it 
would usually start. 
 
 Our Evinrude sure knew how to turn ol’ 
dad’s face bright red, and he spoke to it in what 
Mom said was “navy talk”.  Navy talk always 
seemed to work and soon we would be zipping 
across the water on our way to “Good Times”. 
 
 As the years went by our boats became 
progressively larger – 20, 25, 40’ and larger.  
Once the boats reached 40’, we began family 
cruising.  Our cruising grounds were the Gulf 
Coast, the Keys, Florida’s east coast and the 
Bahamas.  The Bahamas of the 1950’s was my 
idea of paradise.  It had quaint villages, beautiful 
beaches with coconut palms, pristine waters, 
unsurpassed snorkeling and spear fishing, with 
sport fishing to match. And, if you hankered for a 
meal of “Florida lobster”,  all you needed to do 
was dive overboard and, in seemingly no time, 
your cooker was full. 
 


  
However, family cruising 
as I had known it, ended 
for me when I turned 
sixteen.  Leaving home, 
Orlando, for a private 
school in the north required quite an adjustment, 
and there seemed to be time for everything except 
cruising and very little time for boating activities.  
After graduation I matriculated to “Demon 
Deaconville” where I met my wife Jan. 
 
 Many years, three children, and three 
grandchildren later, it seems like time to cruise 
again.  
 
 I always intended to cruise again and had 
made that my objective for retirement.  Yet, when 
retirement came, I realized that I wasn’t ready to 
cruise because I wasn’t comfortable with my 
level of boating knowledge, and also realized that 
my boating knowledge had become stagnant over 
the years. 
 
 All boaters need to have an awareness of 
these changes and how they affect cruising 
fundamentals and boating in general.  I am 
extremely grateful to members of WSSPS who 
donate considerable time and talent instructing 
fellow members in order to fulfill the USPS 
mission:  “To promote recreational boat safety 
through educational and 
civic activities while 
providing fellowship 
for Our Members”.  We 
are all beneficiaries of 
this mission. 
 
 


 


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


M 
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Commander’s Message 
 
Cont’d from Pg 3 
 numbers have slipped, but not as much as the overall national 
percentage. But we have slipped a bit in membership, we had some 
trouble filling the bridge and we have not had good recruitment from 
the boating course in the last couple of years (and guess who has 
been chairman of that course). Some who did join took a couple of 
courses and dropped out when they had the level of education they 
desired. Some never came to meetings and never met others in the 
squadron. 
 
Good side—we had almost half of the squadron earn merit marks last 
year. (You earn a merit mark when you do some work for the 
squadron at least a couple of times.) But it is also true that a lot of the 
heavy lifting in the squadron has been done over the last number of 
years by a small, dedicated cadre of about 15 to 20 people. They have 
done all of the leadership jobs, and they still fill out the ranks of 
leadership. We owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude. I have done 
work for the squadron, but I cannot be counted as one of those 15. 
Well, it is time for some of the rest of us to pick up some of the load 
if we want to keep on. We can’t just wear them out. They need help. 
Expect to be called. Fill out your survey. Start off as an assistant to 
some of those people. You will enjoy it. 
 
Now I think a real problem in USPS is something you have just 
experienced if you have read this far. It is the structure of USPS that 
too much time is spent on the organization, and not enough on what 
we are about. We need to focus on what we are in the organization 
for. 
 
I hope most of the members want the same things out of the 
organization that I do. I took the Squadron Boating Course because I 
had bought a boat and thought I needed to know how to operate it. I 
had flown airplanes and taken a lot of training for that—so I just 
naturally assumed that one should take some training for operating a 
boat. My former law school student (though only a couple of years 
younger than I), Mike Page, was commander. He showed up at the 
course, in uniform. Looked strange to me. However, he convinced 
me that it was a good organization and that I should join in order to 
have fellowship and learn more. I have never regretted taking his 
advice.  
 
I have taken all the courses the squadron gives, and I have enjoyed 
them all. I know much more about boats and boating than I ever 
would have in any other way. Short of a different career, I would not 
have that kind of boating education. And I am happy to give some 
back in sharing that education with others. I hope you will too. 
 
Our educational and public service activities, including a focus on 
boating safety, make me feel that we are a worthwhile organization 
and more than just a “good time” group. However, there is nothing 
wrong with a good time, and I have sought and found that too. I 
cherish the friendships I have made in the squadron (our own and, 
through the District, members of other squadrons too) and all of the 
times I have had on the water and shore with all those friends. I think 
that is what the squadron is all about. It is not really about 
“organization,” it is about fellowship and shared experiences,  
 
related to boating. I think that has to be our focus. If the squadron 
“organization” is getting in the way of that, it has to change. 
 
We will be open to ideas. Pass yours along. I am going to offer two 
that I wish to try to pursue. First, I see that we have groups within the 
squadron who have common interests. Some of those people actually 
pursue those interests together and others do not. Our cruises,  


 
 
 
 
cooperative charting, geodetic marker recovery, etc., generally 
involve relatively small numbers, and frequently the same people.  
 
We come together as a large group to eat and drink, and sometimes 
listen to something. We need to add a dimension to what we are 
doing. 
 
I think we should build on those groups of people with common 
interests. I want to see us organize special interest groups in the 
squadron. We will need a volunteer or volunteers for each group, 
who are willing to help get those people with common interests 
together. Trailer boaters, sail boaters, big boat cruisers, medium sized 
power boaters (the boats, not the people), world cruisers, people who 
hang out at Frank’s (Frankfurters?)—you name it. People who share 
a common interest and who will do things together. And we will ask 
them to welcome others to their group and to share their experiences 
with the larger group. 
 
This is not exactly a new idea. Remember that the Power Squadron 
started as a group of yacht club members who had bought 
powerboats and organized themselves into a “squadron” of that club. 
 
Now if you think this is a good idea, the first thing you can do is to 
fill out the survey that you will receive, and indicate what group you 
might be interested in. Let’s get them in communication and let’s do 
some things. If you just want to stand on the bank, that’s ok too, 
we’ll love you all the same, but I hope many members will take an 
active part in several groups. We need to get going if we are going to 
give it a try. It will be time to get on the water before you know it. 
(That’s not to say that all groups will be on the water. Look at the 
sample list on the survey.) 
 
The other thing I would like to do is improve our communication 
with each other. I looked at our roster and found that all but a handful 
of the members have email addresses. Most receive the newsletter by 
email. That means that the prime means of communication is by 
computer. That is the way people stay in touch today and we need to 
focus on it. You can know all about what is happening in the 
squadron and what is available if we do it right. A chatboard for 
postings would be a help. We need to keep our website up to date, 
not just for the public to learn about us, but also as a place for the 
membership to check in, with an area devoted to the members. We 
need to use email. We live in a virtual world as well as a real world 
today, and we need to take advantage of both. I would like it to 
become second nature to keep informed and keep in touch with each 
other that way. But nobody will do it unless it is easy to do, and 
unless the stuff you find when you get there is something you are 
interested in and that is important to you. 
 
So, off we go. It’s up to us. All of us. Have fun, keep it going, and 
make it even better. Jump right in. If we don’t we will miss good 
times, good fellowship and good opportunities. 
 
 


                   Anchors aweigh!
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2006 Members of Year 
Gary Lewis and  
Sheila Breault. 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 
 
 


Walt Blackman, S P/C Michael L. Cranford, AP Cindy Jennings, AP Lt/C Eddie Shinlever, AP 


P/D/C David Blankenbeckler, SN P/C Kristine S. Cranford, AP P/C K.B. Jennings, Jr., AP Darle Shouse, N 


P/C Donald Breault, AP P/C Jack Cummins, AP George Lamb, P P/C Conley Smith, P 


Sheila Breault, S Fred Eldridge, JN Lt/C Margie Lamb, P Betty Steele, S 


Sandy Breda, SN Dwight Evans Gary Lewis, AP B Travis, AP 


Dennis Brigadier Scott Foster, S Mary Anne Lewis, AP D/1st/Lt Ray Travis, SN 


Linda Brigadier Genny Frazier Faye London, S Bobby Truitt, JN 


Kin Cartrette Jim A. Frazier, Jr., S Lt/C Reid London, AP Mike Vestal, AP 


P/C Alexander Cooper, JN P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP Tisha London Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


D/Lt/C Mary Lou Corbett, AP Stan Hutchins, S Bob Olson, AP Virginia Whittle 


Cdr Leon H. Corbett, Jr., SN Shirley Hutchins John Richardson, AP Rob & Melissa Wittner, AP & P 
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The Squadron Boating Course 


Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron’s 
 


Public Boating Course 
 


Old Town Recreation Center 
4524 Shattalon Dr. 


Winston-Salem, NC 27106 
 


6:30 PM, Beginning March 7, 2006 
Cost:  $50 


(Cost includes all books, plotting tools and charts) 
 


A course devoted to the knowledge about basic seamanship, boat safety, boat handling,  
and navigation on all lakes, rivers, and the intercoastal waterway. 


 
Course Syllabus 


 
Night # 1          March 7                                                      Night # 2  March 14 


                         Registration    Ch 1-4   Boat Types, VHF Radio   
                             Distribution of Materials               Lines & Knots    


Boating Proficiency Quiz              
Night# 3           March 21                       Night# 4      March 28 


Ch 5-7  Charts, aids to navigation             Ch 8 & 9   Boat handling 
              Plotting                   Basic piloting, Compass 


Night#5          April 4                           Night# 6      April 11   
Ch 10 & 11  Government regulations             Ch 12 & 13  Navigational Rules 


        Piloting: 60 D ST        Piloting: Positioning 
Night# 7         April 18              Night# 8      April 25 


Ch 14-16   Emergencies, Trailering, PWC          Review & Exam 
 
 


 
                   
 


                    
 


Registration:  Call 336-766-6643, or 336-940-3168 and leave your name and the number 
attending  in  order to insure the availability of materials.  Register and pay for materials on 


the first night of the course. 
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As Cindy and I were looking for a boat that suited us and then  planning to bring it back from Ft 
Lauderdale, we came across a lot of  web sites of interest to boaters.  
   
This is the first of a series of links that I thought you'd enjoy.   You can spend hours looking and learning 
from these few.  
   
The mother of all boat links:     http://marineelectrics.org/motorboatlinks.html  
   
The mother of all Boats For Sale:    http://www.yachtworld.com  Find  your dream boat here !!  
   
Leon will enjoy this one on knots:     http://sailing.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm? site=http%3A%
2F%2F131.230.57.1%2Fknots.htm  
   
Notice to Mariners.  In pdf format so you can do a search for  particulars in the area you plan to 
cruise:     http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/default.htm  
   
Locations & distances by city Lat Lon:     http://www.aspexcel.com/websamples/shortest_distance/ 
shortest_distance_asp/shortest_distance.asp  
   
Best buys in high quality stainless hardware.  Denny and I are very  pleased with our purchases!    
  http://www.aspexcel.com/websamples/
shortest_distance/ shortest_distance_asp/
shortest_distance.asp  
 
ABYC – American Boat & Yacht Council  
   
http://www.abycinc.org/  
   
http://www.abycinc.org/resources/index.cfm 
 
To fasten things together try 
 
http://www.thistothat.com/ 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


15 February         Austin Caviness 
                            Piedmont Club 
 


10-12 March        D27 COW 
                            Greenville, NC 
 


15 March             Membership Meeting 
                            Piedmont Club 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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ROSSED  May  2006      Volume XV       No. 5 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
ANCHORS 


“ F ormerly Tarheels ”  


 


May 20-26 is 
National 
Safe 
Boating 
Week 


Along  
Taylor’s Creek 
Beaufort, NC 
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17 May           Wood Carving 
                                  Piedmont Club 
 
26-30 May               Rendezvous 
                                         Morehead City 
 
05 June                    ExCom Meeting 
                                         Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
05 June                    News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


May 17 
 


 at Piedmont Club 
BB & T Financial Center 


19th Floor 
724-7077    


 


Dinner Cost $15/pp 
Plus $1.50 for Garage Parking 


Make Checks out to WSSPS  
Collect at door 


 


Social from 1830-1915 
Dinner shortly thereafter    


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 
For Tarheels 


Wood 
Carving 


 
Presented by 


Jim Grim  
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


t the Executive Committee meeting on Tuesday, 
April 24, there was a good discussion of the 
challenges and opportunities facing the United 


States Power Squadrons in general and Winston-Salem 
Sail and Power Squadron in particular. I have previously 
discussed the problems organizations are facing across the 
board with declining interest and membership. It may be 
because of our busy lives, economic pressures, a more 
non-conformist society, or a host of reasons. Our squadron 
has suffered some attrition and USPS has suffered even 
more.  


At the national level, USPS has been slow to react. There 
have been suggestions about changes in membership 
requirements, eliminating uniforms and efforts at 
recruitment, but there has been no major change in what 
the organization is and does. The word is being heard, 
though, and there are rumblings in the earth. 


We must all be concerned, but our focus is on the local 
squadron. That is the heart of the organization. We must 
recruit new members—a continuous stream of new people 
is the lifeblood of any organization. But we must also 
focus on maintaining a program of such quality that people 
want to be a part of the group. Nationally, membership 
loss is outstripping recruitment by about 8%. A few years 
of that, plus an aging membership spells trouble. The loss 
will continue unless we maintain an organizational 


program that is attractive and useful to the members. 


Promoting boating safety is the fundamental purpose and 
goal of our organization. We do that through education 
and safety programs. That is a given. However, the thing 
that gives life to our program is the association with fellow 
members. It’s all about the people. 


We learn from each other. We support each other. We 
enjoy the company of other members and we do 
interesting things together. There may be learning 
experiences in the classroom or on the water. There may 
be times in safe harbors or moments of high adventure, but 
doing them together makes them worthwhile and fun. 


That is why we have worked to set up our program of 
special interest groups. We have seven now, but they have 
been slow getting underway. We have an “anchor” for 
each group and they are signing up members. These 
groups recognize the fact that we are overall a diverse 
group come together with a common interest in boating. 
There are people with boats on trailers and people with 
large boats at the coast who like to go on cruises. There 
are people with powerboats and people with sailboats. 
There are salt-water boaters and lake boaters. These 
groups are intended to permit us to get together to do 
things with others in the squadron who share common 
interests. Some people share a number of interests and will 
join more than one group.                             Cont’d page 5 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 


A 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


ur Public Boating course is almost complete and 
my many thanks to Lt/C Reid London for 
chairing this course for us.  My many thanks to 


all of the teachers and guests who have donated their 
time to teach the many classes this course required. 
 
P/C Mary Lou Corbett will begin our Seamanship class 
starting on 9 May.  This course promises to be very 
informative and most important, fun!!   Mary Lou is in 
the process of lining up all of her instructors, so if you 
have been thinking about teaching a class, please call 
her and I am sure she will be more than happy to have 
you teach one of the chapters.  If you are a member or 
you know someone who would be interested in this 
course, contact Mary Lou or myself and we will be more 
than happy to accommodate you in this program.  I hope 
to see all of those who completed the public boating 
course continue on with this program. 
 
So far we do not have a minimum amount of people to 
begin the Instructors Development course, so we might 
have to put this one off for a while.  For anyone who 
wants to become a certified instructor with the USPS, 


this is the class to take.  Please contact me at 712-0661 
or send me an e-mail at:  Saltyboats@aol.com. 
 
After Seamanship is completed, we will begin Cruise 
Planning.  This class will start on 11 July.  This is a 
“must” elective course if you want to know how to plan 
a week long or longer cruise aboard your boat, or in a 
chartered boat.  Dana Breda has agreed to chair this 
course and I am sure he will make this an action packed 
program with valuable information for the weekend 
cruisers to planning a Trans Atlantic Journey from North 
America to Africa in a world class sail boat. 
 
So the educational program activity is up to you our 
members.  We have already set up  class spaces in town, 
and we have for the most part already recruited 
volunteer course chairmen.  So look at the class 
schedule, and make your selection.  In addition, if you 
want to see a particular class taught this year, let me 
know and I will get someone to teach it. 
 
See you on the Water!!   
 


O 


World Wide Cruisers 
 
Somehow I’ve found myself the anchor person of the “World Wide Cruisers” special interest group.  I’m 
not sure what to do with it, so I’m asking YOU. 
 
I perceive the group as a way to share information about chartering or cruising in areas other than the states 
(Caribbean, Med, etc). 
 
I currently plan to charter a boat this November for a 10 day sail through the Grenadines and down to 
Grenada – the boat will be based in St. Vincent.  This will be my third trip here and I think the sailing in 
this area is some of the best in the Caribbean. 
 
If anyone is interested in doing this sort of thing or something similar, contact me and we’ll kick it around. 
 
Dana Breda 
336-416-7464 
dbreda@earthlink.net 
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t appears that the Village Inn in Clemmons is the new 
location for the Executive Committee to meet.  It has all of 
the amenities that we look for - food, drink, conference 


rooms and, above all, the price is right in all of these areas as 
well. 
 
Squadron members attending the last meeting (3/27) seemed 
pleased with the overall prospect of returning to the Inn on a 
regular basis. 
 
The Cooperative Charting meeting at Golden Corral was well 
attended and much was learned through the efforts of David 
Blankenbeckler’s close friend and National Co-op Coordinator, 
Ed Summers.  After Ed’s presentation and following a Q and A 
session, Cdr. Corbett presented a gift of appreciation from the 
Squadron.  Perhaps the only downside to the meeting was that 
Jack Cummins, co-op anchor, was unable to attend due to an 
accident involving a ladder, while working on his boat.  He said 
that he was too sore to drive here from Morehead City, which is 
understandable.   
 
Due to the distance Jack and Beth must drive to attend our 
WSSPS Squadron functions; they have made a difficult 
decision…to become associate members.  However, Good 
News!, Jack is still planning to host our Memorial Day Co-op 


charting venture in the Morehead area.  He says to come with 
or without a boat – he has been told to expect 8 to 10 people – 
and to E-mail or call him should you need the name of some 
motels in the area.   
 
Our April membership meeting at the Yacht House centered 
around the Optimist Pram with Fred Eldridge, master of 
ceremonies.  Along with Fred on this venture were members 
Jeff Stallings, George Lamb and the leader, master boat builder 
and past squadron member Fred Clifford. 
 
Clifford’s interest is in giving back to the community and, in 
particular, the under privileged youth who may otherwise never 
have the opportunity to learn about the disciplines of boat 
building and boating.  I’m sure that we would agree that this is 
a most worthy project. 
 
We say that we are about boating, so why shouldn’t the WSSPS 
sponsor this program?  Brother Eldridge suggests that there are 
several ways to sponsor the pram program, as individuals 
contributing a few coins of the realm, as a squadron 
(contributions), as hands on pram builders, or all of the above.  
Why don’t we get behind this program and donate a flotilla of 
prams for Salem Lake?  Fred would like to hear from us.  We 
can do it!   


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


Cdr’s Message Cont’d from page 3 


Their activities can be complex trips or casual raftups. The common theme is getting together to enjoy boating activities and 
activities related to boating. It’s all about the people. 


Oddly enough, the first successful activity “sponsored” by one of the groups was not even our own. The Greensboro Power 
Squadron invited us to join their activity on Belews Lake on April 22 (postponed until the 23rd because of rain). They had a GPS 
“treasure hunt” on the lake followed by a picnic. Mike Vestal, anchor of our Belews Lake Boaters group undertook the job of 
coordinating our participation, including publicity, reservations, collection of the small and reasonable amount they charged for 
drinks and chicken, and arranging for our boats. 


WSSPS had three boats and 11 members participating. Mike and Kathi Vestal have a boat at Belews and Mary Lou and I have a 
sailboat in a slip in sight of the Vestals. John and Barbara Richardson (anchor of our Trailerboaters group), brought their 
houseboat and launched it there. Lord Nelson and Bea Travis joined the Richardsons on their boat, Bob and Jan Whittle were on 
our boat, and Reid London was on the Vestals’ boat. We had a great time on the water, using the GPS and coping with showers 
and shallows. We had a great time visiting with each other and with an equally congenial group of people from Greensboro. The 
boating was good; the learning was good, but in the end: It’s all about the people. 


Look at the pictures elsewhere in this issue. These are scenes that can and will be repeated in our group activities. These people 
are having fun, and you know why. 


By the way, it’s time to renew your membership. If you have not done so, do it now—we want you to be one of the people. 


I 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


  
  Spaces $25.00 each                        


At Friends Church  
on Reynolda Rd. 


 
                            8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 


Get ready to clean out 
your closets, attics,  


garages, cellars! 
 


       We need volunteers  
        and donated items   


 Questions or Donations                
Sheila Breault 712-0661 
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District 27 Rendezvous 
14-16 July 2006 


                                                   Washington (NC) Waterfront 
    Host Squadrons:   Tar River, Pamlico & Raleigh 


 


Arriving by Boat ?  Please contact us early so we can plan for your arrival ! 
Boat slips will be available at the Washington Waterfront and Pamlico Plantation.   
Boats on trailers can be launched in several locations nearby. 
 


Boat Slips – Washington Waterfront 
Call 252-975-9367 Ext. 221 – Teresa Hamilton – Ask for USPS Group 
Rental 75 cents/foot/day 
Limited number of slips with power & water – must be reserved 
Slips without power & water:  FREE – First come, first served (no reservations) – 48 hour limit 
Those coming for Saturday only by boat can anchor out and water taxis will be provided. 
 


Additional Boat Slips – Pamlico Plantation 
Pamlico Plantation has a large number of boat slips that are available.  Transportation will be provided to/
from the Washington Waterfront from Pamlico Plantation Marina.  Contact Ben Reed at 252-875-8110 or 
by e-mail at benreed@vol.com to reserve your slip.   
 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Arriving by Car ?  Need a hotel room ? 
Rooms have been held at the Hampton Inn for Friday & Saturday evenings.  Contact the hotel directly at  
252-940-4556 and ask for the “USPS” block.  Rate is $72 + tax and includes continental breakfast.   
Cut-off date for hotel reservations is June 14, 2006. 
 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Washington Civic Center will be our headquarters for the meals and activities.  The facility is  
air-conditioned and just a short walk from the waterfront. 
 


Other activities available Friday & Saturday:  Historic Washington Walking Tours (self-guided), 
Estuarium Center Tours, NC Estuarium River Roving Cruises, West Marine Store, and Shopping at 
various gift, apparel & antique stores near the waterfront. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
FRIDAY 14 July 
1200  Registration opens at Civic Center 
1400  Fountain Powerboat Tours 
1800  Reception – Civic Center 
1845  Flounder/Shrimp Dinner (baked chicken also available) – Civic Center  
 


SATURDAY 15 July 
0930  Registration opens at Civic Center 
0930  Kayak races 
1000 – 1200 Games, including conch blowing contest 
1200  Lunch – Civic Center 
1300 – until Games & Socializing 
Evening Enjoy dinner at any of the several downtown restaurants 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  


MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW - - REGISTRATION STARTING SOON 
WATCH FOR DETAILS 
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WSSPS 
Special Interest Groups 


 
Special Interest Groups permit members with shared interests to join together for activities related to their 


particular interests. 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS  (BLB) 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal       336-368-5046   mvestal3@triad.rr.com 
Focused on boating on Belews Lake. 
 


2. COASTAL CRUISERS   (CCR) 
Anchor:  Dennis Brigadier    336-922-9572   brigadoon5135@alltel.net 
AKA Frank & Steins. Coastal boating, especially in the Morehead, NC area. 
 


3. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS  (LNB) 
Anchor: Alexander Cooper   704-483-2506   acooper6@charter.net 
Focused on boating on Lake Norman 
 


4. SAILORS     (SLR) 
Anchor: Fred Eldridge    336-765-5202   feld629@msn.com 
Sailors of all kinds and locations, including trailer sailors. 
 


5. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS  (SSS) 
Anchor: Kin Cartrette   336-983-6377   scoutingplus@aol.com 
Persons interested in working with the Sea Scouts. 
 


6. TRAILERBOATERS   (TLR) 
Anchor: Gary & Mary Anne Lewis   336-722-2701       


glewis5132@triad.rr.com  
Trips anywhere a boat can be trailered. 
 


7. WORLD WIDE CRUISERS   (WWC) 
Anchor: Dana Breda    336-416-7464   dbreda@earthlink.net 
Sailing the seven seas. Charters in the islands and the like. 


 
All groups are open to all members interested in the activities of the group. Having a particular kind of 
boat or being at a particular location is not required. Members may join as many groups as they like. The 
anchors serve as facilitators and groups make their own plans. Inviting others who are not members to 
group activities is encouraged. 
Contact the anchor to join. Contact the Commander to start a new group. 
Note that the “Big Boats” group has merged with CCR. 
News and pictures of activities: http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsgroups/ 
           http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsbulletinboard/ 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


Greensboro Power Squadron has planned a boat trip to the 
Chesapeake June 14-18. WSSPS has been invited to go along. If 
anyone is interested in going please contact Stewart Colson at 
SColson830@aol.com for full information. So far they have six 
boats lined up to go. Slips will be filling up fast so act now. 
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ur April meeting held on April 16, 2006 at 
the Yacht House Seafood restaurant on 


Country Club Road was a new adventure for the 
squadron.  This meeting on the “Optimist Pram” by 
Fred Eldrige proved two things.  One, our members 
are involved with the community in the area of 
boating and teaching, and two, restaurants are a 
great place to have a meeting.  This idea of meeting 
at a local restaurant turned out to work extremely 
well for our squadron.  We had great food, warm 
friendly service, more than enough meeting space, 
free parking, and of course a great program.  The 
exit poll had high marks for the entire evening.  
This may turn in to a regular meeting place based 
on the positive feedback.  Do not forget that the 
May 17, 2006 meeting will be back at the Piedmont 
Club located on the 19th floor of the BB&T 
building, 200 West Second Street, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27101.  The May meeting will be from a local 
friend and artist Jim Grim.  Jim lives in Bermuda 
Run Country Club and is an unknown “Wood 
Carver”.  Yes, I said unknown, but when you hear 
his story and look at his work you will see why he 
was asked to speak to our squadron. 
 
The Belews Lake cruise with the Greensboro Sail 
and Power Squadron was also a great success.  The 
Saturday rain forced us to sail on Sunday but 
everyone had a great time.  They put a lot of work 
into the GPS course competition, and it challenged 
us in our GPS skills.  Even those that had problems 
learned something new about their GPS.  Great Job 
Greensboro.  The Greensboro Squadron is also 
planning a Chesapeake Cruise in June 2006.  If 
anyone is interested please let me know and I will  


 
get you the information. 
 
Our next event is the Winston-Salem Sail and 
Power Squadrons annual yard sale.  This is our 
second annual yard sale and will take place at 
Friends Church on Reynolda Road May 6, 2006 
from 0800 to 1400.  With the fun we had last year I 
am sure it will be successful.  Last year we raised 
over $900.00 dollars for our squadrons education 
fund.  If you can not make the yard sale, we would 
still like your stuff.  Call Sheila Breault at 712-0661 
and she will arrange for someone to pickup your 
items for the yard sale. 


 


Check out the WSSPS 2006 calendar for the latest 
events.   You have a choice, you can help create the 
fun or you can sit back and read about the fun in the 
next issue of “CROSSED ANCHORS”. 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


You Help Create the Fun! 


O 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


17 May               Jim Grim Wood Carving 
                           Piedmont Club 
 


20-26 May          Safe Boating Week 
                           National 
 


26-30 May          Rendezvous & Cookout 
                           Morehead City 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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See Pictures on Page 7 


See Pictures on Page 7 
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21 June                Walt’s Fish Fry 
                                  at his home 
 
08 July                     Rendezvous 
                                        Fraziers’ on Lake Norman 
 
26 June                    ExCom Meeting 
                                         Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
26 June                    News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


June 21 
 


 at Walt’s home 
2443 Lyndhurst Avenue 


 Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
727-0428 


 


Dinner Cost $15/pp 
 


Make Checks out to WSSPS  
Collect at door 


 


Social begins at 1830 
   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 
For Tarheels 


Walt’s 
Fabulous 


Fish 
fry 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Safe Boating Week. We marked Safe Boating Week 
(May 20-26) by making Winston-Salem Mayor Allen 
Joines an honorary member of the squadron, and he in turn 
issued a proclamation of Safe Boating Week in Winston-
Salem. Bob Whittle, Ray Travis, Mary Lou Corbett and I 
went to his office on Monday to deliver his certificate and 
receive the proclamation. WXII covered the event. 
Immediately after we stopped by WSJS Radio for an 
interview about safe boating. 
 
Early (really early) Tuesday morning David 
Blankenbeckler, Dana Breda and I went to Salem Lake to 
do two live shots with WXII reporter Nicole Ducouer. We 
talked about wearing life preservers and other aspects of 
safe boating. They also recorded a segment to show on the 
noon and evening news. The first live shot was preceded 
by showing the visit to the mayor’s office. 
 
Our thanks to Mayor Joines, the folks at WXII (including 
our friend Austin Caviness) and the people at WSJS for 
helping us get out the message to wear life preservers and 
get boating education from the Winston-Salem Sail and 
Power Squadron. 
 
Safe Boating week is always right before summer’s 
beginning on Memorial Day weekend. WSSPS maintained 
its tradition of Cooperative Charting at Morehead on that 
holiday weekend. All of the usual suspects gathered at the 


fish house at Franks to plot and plan a day of examining 
waterways and facilities, followed by an evening of food 
and fellowship. (Chef Stan was at his best, joined by 
multiple other contributors.) 
 
It’s time to begin thinking about Merit Marks. (Not 
candy, and they don’t melt anywhere.) The Power 
Squadron is distinctive in recognizing its members who 
contribute their time and effort to support the squadron. If 
you have a squadron uniform (the black winter uniform or 
the white long sleeved shirt), you can actually wear the 
mark on your sleeve. Additionally, though seldom seen, 
there are also merit mark pins which commemorate merit 
marks (in denominations of 5). It is an honor to be on the 
annual list of members who have been awarded a mark. 
All are awarded by the Chief Commander on the 
recommendation of the Squadron Commander (or district 
commander for work at that level). Squadron Commanders 
are recommended by the District Commander. Only one 
can be earned each year, even if work is done at more than 
one level. 
 
Just how do you earn a merit mark? You must have 
done some service to the squadron. Think of Sheila 
organizing the yard sale. Think of Reid chairing the 
boating course. Think of David teaching a class. Think of 
members helping to proctor classes. Think of Dwight 
working with website development. Cont’d page 6 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


 
 
 
n my recent travels in Virginia, I could not help myself as 


I was magically drawn toward the water.  It was the John H. 
Kerr Reservoir. (Also known as Buggs Island Lake to the 
Virginians) This body of water boasts over 50,000 acres of 
water.  Almost making Lake Norman look like a little pond.  
In addition, the water clarity was as crystal clear as a northern 
alpine lake.  With over 800 plus miles of shoreline to explore, 
and almost 40 miles long, I am sure this would satisfy most 
inland boaters for a few years.  This pristine body of water 
cradles the NC / VA border between Henderson, NC and 
South Boston, VA.  And being only a 2 hour drive from 
Winston-Salem, I would think this would be a great place to 
keep a boat for the summer, or be a host for a weekend cruise 
opportunity.  For you trailer boaters, think about the 
possibilities.  Friday night launch around 7pm, spend all day 
Saturday and most of the day Sunday, and still be home by a 
decent hour Sunday night, and not have to fight the beach 
traffic and pay for all of that expensive gas to and from the 
coast. 
 
Speaking to the management office on the Virginia side, I was 
almost shocked to learn that they were pushing the USPS 
public boating courses.  They were urging the public to take a 
boating safety course.  I counted over 38 public boat 
launching sites and I am sure this would be a gold mine for  
 


 
 
 
 
 


 
the VSC people.  So trailer boaters, I think we have a 
weekend trip in the making here.  So if anyone is interested in 
setting up a weekend getaway which can involve a one day 
boat smart course and a day on the lake, I am sure I can help 
arrange a classroom in the Army Corps of Engineers building 
on the VA side of the lake.  We can spread the word about 
what the USPS does, and help do a great public service to the 
boating public.  Let me know if there is any interest in this. 
 


Looking at our education program for the summer, we have 
slowed down a little bit.  But not for long.  Dana Breda has 
taken the bull by the horns and is prepared to chair the cruise 
planning class this summer.  So if you ever wanted to know 
how to set up or plan a weekend or week long cruise on a 
boat, this is the class for you.  Dana brings a lot of personal 
experience in both sail and power boat long distance cruises. 
So he and his many resources know what works and what 
does not work on a boat.  So even if you may not have an 
immediate plan to cruise on a long journey, this class will be 
not only informative, but very entertaining as well.  Classes 
will begin on July 11 at the Old Town Recreation Center.  
Call myself or Dana Breda for reservations.  I want to fill this 
class. 
 


See you on the water! 
 
 


I 


Over The Horizon - John Young, SN 
 
We note the death of a long-time, loyal member of the Winston-Salem 
Sail and Power Squadron. John joined USPS in 1948 and became a life 
member in 1977.  
 
He had received 48 merit marks. We mark the death of persons like 
John with deep regret, for they have been sustainers and mentors over 
the years. His love of the squadron was deep and lasting and we will 
miss him indeed.  
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fter a one day delay (weather) the Belews cruise got 


underway.  The Greensboro Power Squadron hosted a treasure 
hunt in which boat crews searched for markers with coordinates 
that provided coordinates to the next marker.  The object was to 
find all of the markers possible within the two hours allotted.  
All three of our (W.S.S.P.S.) boats captioned by Michael 
Vestal, John Richardson, and Leon Corbett did well with the 
exception of “one”.  That “one” was fearlessly captained by 
Captain Corbett and a motley crew and, even though it found 
only a quarter of the markers (while running aground with each 
marker found), its captain was awarded a handsome plaque by 
the Commander of the Greensboro Power Squadron for the 
adept skills he demonstrated in winning this class (there were 
no others in this class). 
 
Following the treasure hunt, we had BBQ chicken with all the 
trimmings and an opportunity to schmooze with the hospitable 
Greensboro folks. 
 
A special thanks to Mike Vestal for anchoring our group and to 
John and Barbara Richardson for the hospitality suite 
“COCOMO”.  It was agreed that this outing should be repeated 
by our squadron and  


 
 
 


hopefully soon. 
 
The weather was a big asset at the second annual Power 
Squadron YARD SALE.  The tables of “treasure” were set up 
and manned by coordinator Sheila Breault and an energetic 
crew which included the Lewises, Cranfords, Jennings, 
Corbetts, Lambs, Travises, Londons, Whittles and Sandy 
Breda.  Ken Cartrette and a contingent of Sea Scouts also 
manned several tables. 
 
The first shoppers showed up about 6:30 AM and business was 
steady until about noon.    While this year’s yard sale didn’t 
produce the funds of a year ago, the camaraderie and the 
interaction with the shoppers along with personally finding 
treasures hidden among each other’s stuff was great fun!  Thus 
the yard sale was a great success.  However, it is generally 
thought that our closets were pretty well emptied out last year, 
resulting in less merchandise this year.  Perhaps future yard 
sales should be postponed a year or two while we “restock”. 
 
The several cases of bottled water donated by the Fraziers kept 
the yard sale crew hydrated on a very warm day.  It was greatly 
appreciated by all!  


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


A 


 


Special Interest Groups Remain A Good Idea 
 
Probably one of the simplest ideas to come along lately and one of the easiest to implement. i.e., you folks that like to do similar 
things talk to each other and do your own thing. You might choose to communicate via e-mail to help you schedule and organize 
events. As your Technology Aide I have given this initiative considerable business analysis and have concluded that this 
statement of the objective and implementation of the technical solution should have required two sentences. 
Should have. 
In the span of a couple of meetings interested groups quickly found interested facilitators and each did a shotgun start and they 
should have been in business with implementation complete. 
Should have. 
Instead I allowed us to get involved in a technical solution that was more complex than the problem we were trying to solve. I am 
supposed to know better than that. 
Supposed to. 
Mistakes, wisdom, bad experiences and hindsight are all wasted energy unless we have the common sense and fortitude to 
capitalize on the fact that they happened. Accordingly we ought to discard the bad experience of the complex solution and 
proceed with implementation of the obvious. 
Ought to. 
I apologize that I let unnecessary stuff get in the way of a good idea and in the way of several good people ready to go with it. I 
don’t expect you to thank me for all the wisdom you got out of this experience, but if you choose to proceed with your respective 
Special Interest Groups, I’ll bet that you keep it simple. 
The idea makes sense.  
 


Dwight Evans 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


 Cdr’s Message—Cont’d from page 3 
Think of Jim handling all our supplies. Think of Alexander 
keeping up with our part of DB 2000—the national database. 
Think of Eddie keeping up with the money and all our 
reservations, and Margie writing minutes. Sandy preparing 
rosters. There is not enough space to name them all. See how 
many others you can think of.  
 
Woody Allen was noted for saying that 95% of success was 
showing up. Not so for a merit mark. Just going to a meeting 
gives no credit. Doing some work, serving actively on a 
committee, doing one of the many jobs that need doing, 
helping out with one of our activities—those are the things 
that keep the squadron going and are recognized with a merit 
mark. Unless a task is really big, it takes two or three items to 
earn the mark.  
 
The commander processes the recommendations in November 
by preparing a very specific form, with multiple copies. 
Fortunately it can now be prepared on the computer, which 
will then print out a form that looks exactly as if it had been 
typed in courier font on a 1948 Royal typewriter. There are 


spaces for courses taught and proctored. Activities are 
described in a box limited to something like 438 characters. 
There are area monitors for groups of districts and they 
actually review the recommendations and pass them on to the 
Chief Commander. The area monitors are actually the real 
screening point. There can be resubmissions, supplemental 
submissions, and even recommendations for prior years if 
something has been missed. Like much of the squadron, it is 
an intricate process. If you would like to know more, see 
Chapter 16 of the Operations Manual. You can see the manual 
on the national website and you can order the it on paper or 
CD. You can download it too. 
 
The purpose of the merit mark is to recognize service—for 
without the service of its members this volunteer organization 
would go away. I encourage you to participate in the squadron 
work. Be a volunteer. You will enjoy it, the squadron will be 
stronger, and I will get to recommend you for a merit mark. 
 
What current member has the greatest number of merit marks? 
Send me your guess. There will be a prize at the next regular 
meeting (after the fish fry). A drawing in case of duplicates. 
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WSSPS 
Special Interest Groups 


 
Special Interest Groups permit members with shared interests to join together for activities related to their 


particular interests. 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS  (BLB) 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal       336-368-5046   mvestal3@triad.rr.com 
Focused on boating on Belews Lake. 
 


2. COASTAL CRUISERS   (CCR) 
Anchor:  Dennis Brigadier    336-922-9572   brigadoon5135@alltel.net 
AKA Frank & Steins. Coastal boating, especially in the Morehead, NC area. 
 


3. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS  (LNB) 
Anchor: Alexander Cooper   704-483-2506   acooper6@charter.net 
Focused on boating on Lake Norman 
 


4. SAILORS     (SLR) 
Anchor: Fred Eldridge    336-765-5202   feld629@msn.com 
Sailors of all kinds and locations, including trailer sailors. 
 


5. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS  (SSS) 
Anchor: Kin Cartrette   336-983-6377   scoutingplus@aol.com 
Persons interested in working with the Sea Scouts. 
 


6. TRAILERBOATERS   (TLR) 
Anchor: No Anchor at this time—Position Available  
Trips anywhere a boat can be trailered. 
 


7. WORLD WIDE CRUISERS   (WWC) 
Anchor: Dana Breda    336-416-7464   dbreda@earthlink.net 
Sailing the seven seas. Charters in the islands and the like. 


 
All groups are open to all members interested in the activities of the group. H a v i n g  a 
particular kind of boat or being at a particular location is not required. Members may join as many groups 
as they like. The anchors serve as facilitators and groups make their own plans. Inviting others who are 
not members to group activities is encouraged. 
Contact the anchor to join. Contact the Commander to start a new group. 
Note that the “Big Boats” group has merged with CCR. 
News and pictures of activities: http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsgroups/ 
           http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsbulletinboard/ 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


A CALL TO ALL SQUADRON MEMBERS 
BE A LEADER 


BE INFLUENTIAL 
BE AN EXAMPLE 


SAVE SOME BOATERS’ LIFE 
( POSSIBLY YOUR OWN) 


BOAT SMART -- WEAR YOUR PFD 
What better service could we provide to the boating 


community than wear our PFD and motivate them to do 
the same. 


FACT--- 80 % of fatal boating accident victims were not 
wearing their PFD. 


Darle Shouse, N - Squadron Safety Officer 
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ur May meeting held on May 17, 2006 at the 
Piedmont Club turn out to be a real “Forest”.  Jim Grim, local 
unknown artist and wood carver welcomed everyone at the 
meeting with many wood carvings on each table.  His main 
attraction “USS Constitution” was displayed proudly up front 
and center stage for all to see.  Jim started by telling us about 
the start of his wood carving career,  carving Santa Clauses, 
sports figures, and animals, and finishing strong with the story 
of the “USS Constitution”.  Yes, the attention was drawn 
towards the ship and the many hours Jim spent building such a 
masterpiece.  Yes, I said unknown, but after hearing his story 
and looking at his work one can see why Jim was asked to 
speak to our squadron. 
 
The late spring boating season has begun and the WSSPS 
calendar is in full speed ahead.  We have cruised on Belews 
Lake with the Greensboro Squadron, sold all of our junk 
(merchandise) at the yard sale, and had our first cookout and 
Coop charting event at Morehead City.  WOW, and that is just 
a start.  Coming up in June and July are the Newport News 
Virginia cruise, Walt Blackman’s Fabulous Fish Fry, Jim and 
Genny’s Lake Norman cookout and rendezvous, and the 
Fourth of July Celebration.  Where will it all end?  With this 
squadron end is not in the cards, it’s where/when is the next 
event. 
 
I would like to draw attention to our next meeting on June 21, 
2006 the Walt Blackman’s Fabulous Fish Fry.  This has 
grown in the past years to one of the year’s main attractions.  
Walt opens up his house to all, the squadron chiefs volunteer 
to cook the fish, the squadron party committee brings out all 
the extras, the squadron social committee makes sure there is 
plenty of boat talk, and a GREAT night takes place.  This is 
always one evening to talk about and you do not want to miss 
it.  Please remember to make your reservations by sending us 
an email to wsspsreservations@hotmail.com so we will have 
plenty of food.  Walt lives at 2443 Lyndhurst Avenue, 
Winston-Salem, NC.  YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS 
EVENING! 
 
Check out the WSSPS 2006 calendar for the latest events.    


 
 
You have a choice, you can help create the fun or you can sit 
back and read about the fun in the next issue of “CROSSED 
ANCHORS”. 


  


 


 
Aboard the “USS Constitution” 
 
 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


Walt’s Fabulous Fish Fry This Month! 


O 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


21 June              Walt’s Fabulous Fish Fry 
                           at his home 
 


08 July               Frazier’s Rendezvous 
                           at Lake Norman 
 


11-14 July          D27 Rendezvous 
                           Washington, NC 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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Pictures on Page 7 


 
Pictures on Page 7 
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Ray & B’s 
Summer 
Spree 


04-06 August           Coop Charting 
                                  at the Corbett’s Cottage 
 
16 August             Summer Spree 
                                  at the Travis’s home 
 
01-05 Sept               Rendezvous 
                                        Morehead City 
 
28 August                ExCom Meeting 
                                        Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
28 August                News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


August 16 
 


 at the Travis’s home 
150 Whitehead Road 


 Advance, NC 
940-3168 


Dinner 


Bring a Dish to Share 
BYOB 


Paper Goods Supplied 
 


Social begins at 6:30   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 
For Tarheels 







3 


  
 


    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Squadron Events. Squadron activities take on a different 
caste in the summer. It is a time of events and action other 
than just meeting and eating. (Although we don’t forget 
about the eating!) Our latest summer adventure was the 
annual rendezvous at the Lake Norman. 
 
The prelude was a cruise up the Catawba River, led by 
Dwight Evans, beginning with a Bloody Mary gathering at 
the Lake Norman home of Dwight and Dawn. There were 
5 boats, led by Dwight’s super powered, super fast 
pontoon boat. After the cruise the whole group convened 
at the home of the Fraziers for a potluck meal and fun and 
games. In addition to our group from WSSPS we had 
visitors from the Lake Norman and Greensboro 
Squadrons. In all, somewhere between 35 and 40 were in 
attendance, including District Commander Tom Helms, 
who is a member of the Lake Norman squadron.   
  
A special treat was having Virginia Smith, widow of P/C 
Conley Smith and Miriam Harmon, widow of P/C Perry 
Harmon in attendance. Virginia brought Conley’s 
equipment for the monkey fist toss competition and was 
herself a strong competitor in the competition. While some 
members may not remember Perry, we all know that K.B. 
always dedicates the pledge of allegiance to his memory. 


  
The women in the squadron made a really strong showing 
in the competitions—outstripping the men! (Cindy 


instructed me to be sure to point that out.) Three men 
made it to the second round of the monkey fist toss 
competition, but 7 women were in the second round. P/C 
David Wroten (our P/C, currently our associate and Lake 
Norman member) won the men’s division and Dawn 
Evans won the women’s division. In the gender face-off, 
David came out the winner in a tight contest. A total of 15 
people entered the competition.  


  
The knot tying contest drew only two contestants. Jim 
Frazier beat David Wroten. (We need to do some serious 
work to get everybody up to competitive speed and get a 
large field for the next time!) 
  
The Conch blowing contest drew another large group of 
contestants. The judges had to go into overtime session 
and finally awarded the prize to Margie Lamb! 
  
John Richardson has posted a BUNCH of pictures of the 
whole day. Just go to this web site: http://
wsspsgroups.spaces.msn.com/PersonalSpace.aspx 
 
The next outing will be a gathering of a small group of the 
squadron who have signed up to go to the Rendezvous at 
the Corbett Cottage on Virgina Creek—on the mainland 
side of the Intracoastal Waterway behind Topsail Island, 
August 4-6. There will be food and gatherings at the 
cottage over the weekend and on Saturday   Cont’d Pg 4 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


 
 


          
e are into the summer boating season and the 


Education Program has slowed down a little bit.  This is 
the time we should be on the water and in our boats or in 
someone’s boat.  (The best Boat is defined as a boat 
owned and operated by someone else.)  We do have two 
educational programs pre-planned for the summer 
months.  The first one is “Cruise Planning” which is 
chaired by Dana Breda.  This begins on July 11 and will 
continue for 5 weeks.  We have 7 students in this class 
and we have room for more.  The location is at the Old 
Town Recreation Center located on Shattalon Rd.  The 
second program is “Instructor Development”.  This 
program is a certification program that will be good for 
four years.  The location will be at the SEO home at 
1200 Arboretum Dr., in Lewisville. This class will begin 
on August 3 and end on August 24.  We have 4 students 
signed up so far.  This class will have refreshments 
served during class.   
 
The fall education program will include another 
Squadron Boating Course, and will follow up 
immediately with Seamanship.  We will also have a JN 
class chaired by our own “Lord Nelson”.  Anyone 
wanting to learn about Celestial Navigation and wanting 
to learn how to use a Sextant will want to sign up for 
this class.  I urge everyone who desires more 
educational opportunity to take advantage of this and put 
this on your agenda.   
 
We also have “Sailing” and Piloting on the agenda,  


 
 
 
but we are waiting for members to sign up for these.  
Because we are seeing very little participation in class 
sign-ups this year, I want to break away from tradition.  
I want to open up all of our classes to the public,  
members and non members.  Non members will have to 
pay a little more for the student manual, and will not get 
credit for passing the exam from USPS.  But they will 
get the benefit of the education offered; they will be able 
to take an exam to see how well they did, and perhaps 
see the value in active membership.  But I do not want 
to make membership mandatory for taking elective 
courses.  We all know that it is a public service we offer 
in our education program,  so I would like to make this 
even more public.  If anyone knows a friend or relative 
who wants to take a course that we are scheduled to 
teach, but has been reluctant to do so because of the 
membership requirement, tell them that this year that is 
not a problem.  We will welcome all in our classes.  
One last thought; I need a solution for these two 
problems. 
 


1. What is the average length of the Tidal Day? 
2. What is Tidal Range? 


 
The first person to contact me with the correct solutions 
will receive a prize and bragging rights for the month!! 
 
See you on the water! 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
336-712-0661   e-mail:  Saltyboats@aol.com 
 


w 


Cont’d from Pg 3    
we plan to get on the water in the channels behind Topsail 
Island and work with learning something about the Depth Wiz 
part of CoOperative Charting. 
 
Continuing the outdoor trend, we will gather at P/C Travis’ 
home for the AUGUST SQUADRON MEETING (150 
Whitehead Road, Advance, NC). There will not be a formal 
program. BRING A DISH for a potluck dinner out by the 
pool. If you have a pond sailboat, or a radio controlled boat, 
there just might be a competition in the pool. Word has it that 
in the event of a natural calm, there will be an artificial breeze 


(not powered by hot air from human sources). If no boats are 
in the way, you may feel free to jump in the pool.  This will be 
a social event, rather than a business meeting. That’s August 
16 at 6:30. 
  
A note for the future: The regular meeting place for future 
squadron meetings will be at the Yacht House, rather than the 
Piedmont Club. Our visit to the Yacht House was very 
popular. Strict reservations are not required, you can order 
from the menu, the price is right and the parking is easy. (We 
will return to the Piedmont Club for the next Change of 
Watch.) 
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Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


O             n July 1st our family outing at Ocean Isle 
Beach (OIB) was almost history.  All that remained 
was one last night and time to pick up, pack up, haul 
out and prepare for the drive home the next day.  
Naturally, we were sad to leave after a wonderful 
week with the family, but the time had flown by and 
it was almost time to check out. 


The rental cottage was on a scenic canal 
which allowed us to dock our boats at the 
“backdoor”.  Our older son Scott had trailered his 23 
foot cabin cruiser so that we could do some off shore 
fishing, and I had taken our pontoon boat for all 
other family boating activities (picnicking, cruising, 
exploring, crabbing, etc.) at the inlet and on the 
ICW. 


The time had come to haul the boats and the 
decision was made to haul the pontoon boat out first.  
Scott and I cast off for the OIB ramp while Spencer 
(younger son) pulled the trailer over to rendezvous 
with us there.  The ramp is next to and almost under 
the OIB bridge which tends to make using the ramp a 
little dicey at times. 


As we approached the ramp, we could see 
that the trailer was already backed into the water 
which was great because all we needed to do now 
was drive on.  However, there were several other 
boats and jet skis hovering around the ramp 
congesting the area.  As we lined up for our 
approach, we heard hysterical screaming which came 
from a woman on an express cruiser in the main 
channel and drifting swiftly in the direction of the 
inlet.  A very large woman wearing a brightly 
colored muumuu was frantically waving her arms 
and screaming “help me, help me, I’m going to die”.  
Watching her flap her arms might have been comical 
had it not been for her terrified screams. 


Even though Spencer had the trailer backed 
into the water, we realized that we were obliged to 
help the damsel in distress.  After reaching her 


drifting cruiser, we found she had no bow line and 
quickly tied a line to her starboard stern cleat and to 
our port bow cleat to stop her from drifting.  Ever so 
slowly, we fought the current going backwards 
toward the ramp.  Surprisingly, we maneuvered to 
the ramp with relative ease, where her companion 
waited with a trailer.  Scott helped them load the 
boat and they were gone.  


We  t o o 
loaded up 
and, on the 
way back to 
the cottage, 
Scott told us 
that the 
woman was 
a foreigner 
with a very 


strong accent and very hard to understand.  He said 
she couldn’t operate the boat, couldn’t swim and had 
been abandoned by her companion who dove 
overboard to bring his trailer to the ramp.  He had 
tried to anchor but the anchor line fowled his prop.  
He then tied onto a buoy and leaped overboard.  The 
line came untethered and the cruiser began floating 
away while other boaters watched but offered no 
help. 


Somewhere there must be a moral or two in 
the wake of this boating incident…. Things like 
common sense, boating safety, and Murphy’s Law 
all come to mind and seem to apply.  Too many 
inexperienced and careless boaters are on our lakes 
and coastal waters endangering themselves and 
others.  Could a compulsory boat operator’s license 
be just over the horizon?  Let’s hope so!   


Finally, with boat in tow, our last concern for 
the end of another full day became returning to the 
cottage for cocktails and enjoying our last night at 
OIB. 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


 ETHANOL MAY LEAVE BOATS “ DEAD IN THE WATER” 
 
Not only are rising gas prices discouraging to boaters, but the new ethanol fuel can be a threat to boat engines. Traditionally , 
MTBE  has been the fuel additive of choice. MTBE was used to raise the octane rating of gasoline and to reduce harmful 
emissions, but has been found to be environmentally unfriendly and is now being replaced by ethanol. 
 
Ethanol presents several hazards to boat engines: 
 
Ethanol can act as a detergent and solvent for sediment in a tank and can pass through a gas filter to clog the carburetor.  
Ethanol can react with the polyester resin in old fiberglass fuel tanks and deposit a residue that will damage intake valves and 
push rods. Also the walls of older tanks can weaken causing gas to leak into the bilge .  
 
Water in a tank can mix with the ethanol and be carried into the engine. Ethanol can break down fuel lines and rubber hoses.
(This occurred in the 1970's when ethanol was used as an additive.)  
 
Should the fuel lines have any leaks or pressure problems-ethanol can absorb water from surrounding air and carry this to the 
engine.  
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF CHEMISTRY  
GOOD BOATING  
 
Darle Shouse, N - Safety Officer  
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WSSPS 
Special Interest Groups 


 
Special Interest Groups permit members with shared interests to join together for activities related to their 


particular interests. 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS  (BLB) 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal       336-368-5046   mvestal3@triad.rr.com 
Focused on boating on Belews Lake. 
 


2. COASTAL CRUISERS   (CCR) 
Anchor:  No Anchor at this time-Position Available 
AKA Frank & Steins. Coastal boating, especially in the Morehead, NC area. 
 


3. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS  (LNB) 
Anchor: Alexander Cooper   704-483-2506   acooper6@charter.net 
Focused on boating on Lake Norman 
 


4. SAILORS     (SLR) 
Anchor: Fred Eldridge    336-765-5202   feld629@msn.com 
Sailors of all kinds and locations, including trailer sailors. 
 


5. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS  (SSS) 
Anchor: Kin Cartrette   336-983-6377   scoutingplus@aol.com 
Persons interested in working with the Sea Scouts. 
 


6. TRAILERBOATERS   (TLR) 
Anchor: No Anchor at this time—Position Available  
Trips anywhere a boat can be trailered. 
 


7. WORLD WIDE CRUISERS   (WWC) 
Anchor: Dana Breda    336-416-7464   dbreda@earthlink.net 
Sailing the seven seas. Charters in the islands and the like. 


 
All groups are open to all members interested in the activities of the group. H a v i n g  a 
particular kind of boat or being at a particular location is not required. Members may join as many groups 
as they like. The anchors serve as facilitators and groups make their own plans. Inviting others who are 
not members to group activities is encouraged. 
Contact the anchor to join. Contact the Commander to start a new group. 
Note that the “Big Boats” group has merged with CCR. 
News and pictures of activities: http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsgroups/ 
           http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsbulletinboard/ 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


  Gas prices 
   got you down? 
   How about this 
   for an answer? 
   Get the thrill of  sailing 
    while driving your car! 
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W 


 
 


               e continue to have a busy summer boating season.  WSSPS calendar is full of activities for all. 
 
 


Hats off to our Squadron Cruise 
committee for a great cruise to 
Newport News Virginia.  The trip 
through the Dismal Swamp turned 
out to be all that we have heard, or 
read about.  We also had a chance 
to put our Captain skills to work by 
negotiating Tropical Storm 
Alberto.  We will have more on the 
Dismal Swamp cruise in a future 
squadron meeting.  Do not miss 
this one. 
 
I would like to draw your attention 
to our next squadron meeting on 
August 16, 2006.  This will be a 
cookout and social at the home of 
Ray & B Travis.  Also, for future 
planning, the September 2006 and 
November 2006 meetings have 
been moved to the Yacht House on 
Country Club Road. 
 
Check out the WSSPS 2006 
calendar for the latest events.   You 
have a choice, you can help create 
the fun or you can sit back and read 
about the fun in the next issue 
of “CROSSED ANCHORS”. 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


 Summer Activities 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


04-06 August     Coop Charting 
                           at Corbett’s Cottage 
 


16 August          Ray & B’s Summer Spree 
                           at Travis’s Home 
 


01-05 Sept         Rendezvous 
                           at Morehead City 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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ROSSED  April 2006      Volume XV       No. 4 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
ANCHORS 


“ F ormerly Tarheels ”  


 


WSSPS Wins 
Prince 
Henry 
Award for 
education 
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19 April           Optimist Pram 
                                  Yacht House Restaurant 
 
22 April                    Belews Creek Cruise 
                                         With Greensboro PS 
 
24 April                    ExCom Meeting 
                                         To Be Determined  
 
24 April                    News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


April 19 
 


 at Yacht House 
Seafood Restaurant 


 


Country Club Rd.  
 
 


Order from menu 
 
 
 
 
 


Social from 1830-1915 
Dinner shortly thereafter   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 
For Tarheels 


Optimist  


PRAM 
Presented by 
Fred Eldridge  
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


The District 27 Annual Meeting in Greenville was a very 
good gathering (enhanced somewhat by the availability of 
good eastern NC Barbecue at B’s Restaurant, where Mary 
Lou and I were joined by David Blankenbeckler). 
Executive Officer Bob Whittle has described much of the 
meeting in his article. As he indicates, WSSPS was noted 
for receiving a number of awards at this meeting. Credit is 
due to the great group of officers and volunteers who made 
last year so successful. The only piece of “business” at the 
meeting was a bylaw change to change the timing on 
preparation of the budget. But a fine group of new officers 
and assistants was installed (including 5 from WSSPS) and 
many plans were laid. The coming rendezvous in 
Washington, NC, promises to be great fun, and it is 
preceded by a cruise. See the information elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
 
Cooperative Charting.  As this is being written we are 
preparing for a session on March 30 with R/C Ed 
Summers, JN, who is the USPS national chairman of 
Cooperative Charting, which is in the national Executive 
Department. A group of approximately 38 people is 
expected to attend this training session on the basics of 
cooperative charting. Ed lives in Smithfield, NC and is a 
member of the Goldsboro Power Squadron. There is 
nothing like getting it from the top! Thanks to P/D/C 
David Blankenbeckler, SN, for bringing his good friend to 
visit with us.  It now appears that we will do two group 


outings for Cooperative Charting this year. It is also 
possible to do it on your own and gain credit for yourself, 
the squadron and the district. 
 
More training. We need to get all of our training and 
planning done in this season. Soon we will be into the 
boating season and it will be time to execute the plan, not 
make it. As soon as the new geodetic marker recovery 
website is up (plans call for it to move to the USPS 
website in April) we will do our geodetic marker recovery 
training so that we can do that both individually and in 
groups. Note that we have a planned group hunt in 
November. 
 
Meeting Programs. The program at our last meeting, on 
the Moravians and Their Ships provided us with a 
connection to the heritage of our area, originally settled by 
the Moravians, and a look at their ships and life at sea as 
they made the difficult Atlantic crossing. (No cabins!) See 
the pictures in this issue. Thanks to George Lamb for 
arranging for the program. Our next program will be done 
by our own Fred Eldridge on building the Optimist 
Pram—a small sailboat used worldwide to train kids to 
sail. (Fred anchors our Sail group.) Check the calendar and 
note the change in meeting place. 
 
Meeting Reservations. Pat yourselves on the back for 
making the meeting reservation system work. Cont’d Pg 8 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


 
 
 
 
Recently during one of my travels, I was settling in to the local hotel, and I decided to go have a refreshment at the 
local “Due Drop Inn”.  Being in northern New England, most pubs were decorated with various local wildlife 
trophies that were donated by local sportsman. 
 
As I sat down to enjoy my newly poured frosted micro brew, I had to ask the bartender about the rather large 
moose head that was mounted on the wall above the bar.  I said: “Nice Moose”.  He told me that he shot it and a 
friend of his mounted it for a share of the meat.  I said; “I bet that was some good eating”.  He replied to me that 
his family had to eat that stupid Moose all winter and it tasted like crap.  Kind of like shoe leather and dried dog 
food.  I replied to him with a very precarious look of “why did you eat it”?  A couple of local patrons looked over 
and said; “You ain’t from around here are you?”  I said I am from North Carolina but I used to live in 
Massachusetts.  That did not cut any cake with these guys.  They told me as they pounded another one down, that 
back in the 70’s things were tight and there were no jobs.  Most jobs had moved down South, kind of where you 
live now. That is why we had to eat that miserable Moose for almost 2 months, because back then, you didn’t                          
                                                                                                                                                                      Cont’d Pg 5                   


Lessons From a Dead Moose 
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pring has sprung and surely the boating season can’t be 
far ahead.  March is always an iffy month for motor 
boaters due to the strong winds which usually prevail as 
well as the unsettled temperatures.  Sailors, on the other 


hand, may find March to be just what the doctor ordered – lots 
of wind. 
 


Our Trailer Boat Group anchored by John and first mate 
Barbara Richardson scheduled a trip to Lake Norman on March 
4th, but as you may remember, that weekend got a little raw for 
boating and the outing was postponed.  There are nine couples 
signed on board for TLR and ample time for future scheduling.  
Kudos to John and Barbara! 
 


In early March (10-12) the District 27 Change of Watch was 
held in Greenville.  The majority of attendees were 
commanders, past commanders or ex-commanders.  I think 
there must have been in excess of 200 D-27 delegates.  Upon 
arriving on Friday, we had the option of attending the Spice 
Bouquet plant tour or joining the group scheduled to tour the 
Grady White Boat factory.  Jan went one way (guess?) and I 
went the other.  When the tours were over, we compared notes 
and found that we had both had a really great time.  At 1800 - 
2000 hours, we attended the reception hosted by the Tar River 
Squadron which concluded a fun filled day. 
 


On Saturday at 850 hours, the council meeting convened.  Later 
that morning the spouses attended a Mediterranean Cooking 
demo and luncheon at Christine’s.  After the members’ 
luncheon and recess, the meetings reconvened until the final 
adjournment at 1600 hours. 
 


At 1800 hours the reception began and by 1900 the District 27 


Change of Watch Banquet was underway.  (Uniform A or 
suitable attire).  The WSSPS was recipient of the Prince Henry 
the Navigator award, for having the best numbers in education 
of J. N. and Navigator candidates.  Congratulations to Ray 
Travis and all of the dedicated instructors and students in our 
squadron for winning this prestigious award.  Also, a special 
congratulation to Cdr. Leon Corbett for the highest grade on the 
Navigation Exam (100%)!  Bobby Truitt is to be congratulated 
for achieving the Lifetime Members Award (25 years).  Last, as 
it should be, plaudits to the Blows Brothers, K.B. and Michael 
for winning the award for the “best new group” and the 
“longest blow” (K.B.). They set the standard for Squadron 
members everywhere.  Power to the Blows Brothers! 
 


Following the banquet, there were several “hospitality suites” 
that were really hopping into the night.  We concluded our 
socializing about 2300 hours so that we would be “up and at 
em” on Sunday morning for a class on Co-op Charting and 
Geodetics.  The class ended about 1000 hours and check out 
time was at 1100, concluding a very interesting, enlightening, 
informative and fun week end. 
 


The Ides of March found our membership meeting at the 
Piedmont Club to enjoy an interesting program on Moravian 
Sailing ships.  Thanks to George Lamb and two fellow church 
members, Bob and Bob; their presentation was a great success 
and enjoyed by all.  Good programming, Reid. 
 


At this time, there are two meetings remaining for the month of 
March, Monday 27th (Bridge) and Thursday the 30th, Co-op 
Charting.   By the time you read this, they will be history. 
However, if you enjoy history, logon to the May issue!  


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


S 


Cont’d from Pg 4      throw any food away. 
 
Now this reminds me of a very recent experience my family had to endure.  Just like many families in North Carolina 
are still enduring this same experience every day. That Moose reminded me that any time with no notice or even a 
slight hint, economic conditions can quickly change into a very bad situation.  It comes in like a thief in the night.  
We like most Americans, all tend to live our present lives based upon the success of our most recent past.   
 
Then like a bolt of lightning, it can all turn into your worst nightmare.  Look at our Gulf Coast and the devastation of 
Katrina.  Look at the devastation of many small communities in North Carolina when industry went to China.  Look 
at the impact on the rest of our local economy as a result of all of these Lightning Strikes!! 
 
Now this dead Moose has also reminded me that all of us must be prepared for when lightning strikes.  Plan your life 
as if you have to eat that terrible tasting moose for 3 months as your main source of food.    By being prepared with 
the right plan, you can endure those worst of times and quickly get back into the best of times.  Chances are, you will 
not have to eat that Moose.   
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
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                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


  
  Spaces $25.00 each                        


At Friends Church  
on Reynolda Rd. 


 
                            8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 


Get ready to clean out 
your closets, attics,  


garages, cellars! 
 


       We need volunteers  
        and donated items   


 Questions or Donations                
Sheila Breault 712-0661 
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District 27 Rendezvous 
14-16 July 2006 


                                                   Washington (NC) Waterfront 
    Host Squadrons:   Tar River, Pamlico & Raleigh 


 


Arriving by Boat ?  Please contact us early so we can plan for your arrival ! 
Boat slips will be available at the Washington Waterfront and Pamlico Plantation.   
Boats on trailers can be launched in several locations nearby. 
 


Boat Slips – Washington Waterfront 
Call 252-975-9367 Ext. 221 – Teresa Hamilton – Ask for USPS Group 
Rental 75 cents/foot/day 
Limited number of slips with power & water – must be reserved 
Slips without power & water:  FREE – First come, first served (no reservations) – 48 hour limit 
Those coming for Saturday only by boat can anchor out and water taxis will be provided. 
 


Additional Boat Slips – Pamlico Plantation 
Pamlico Plantation has a large number of boat slips that are available.  Transportation will be provided to/
from the Washington Waterfront from Pamlico Plantation Marina.  Contact Ben Reed at 252-875-8110 or 
by e-mail at benreed@vol.com to reserve your slip.   
 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Arriving by Car ?  Need a hotel room ? 
Rooms have been held at the Hampton Inn for Friday & Saturday evenings.  Contact the hotel directly at  
252-940-4556 and ask for the “USPS” block.  Rate is $72 + tax and includes continental breakfast.   
Cut-off date for hotel reservations is June 14, 2006. 
 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Washington Civic Center will be our headquarters for the meals and activities.  The facility is  
air-conditioned and just a short walk from the waterfront. 
 


Other activities available Friday & Saturday:  Historic Washington Walking Tours (self-guided), 
Estuarium Center Tours, NC Estuarium River Roving Cruises, West Marine Store, and Shopping at 
various gift, apparel & antique stores near the waterfront. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
FRIDAY 14 July 
1200  Registration opens at Civic Center 
1400  Fountain Powerboat Tours 
1800  Reception – Civic Center 
1845  Flounder/Shrimp Dinner (baked chicken also available) – Civic Center  
 


SATURDAY 15 July 
0930  Registration opens at Civic Center 
0930  Kayak races 
1000 – 1200 Games, including conch blowing contest 
1200  Lunch – Civic Center 
1300 – until Games & Socializing 
Evening Enjoy dinner at any of the several downtown restaurants 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  


MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW - - REGISTRATION STARTING SOON 
WATCH FOR DETAILS 
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Cont’d from Pg 3 
I was afraid of a snafu, but it worked like a charm! Keep up the good work. (Now if I could just get some of those survey 
sheets back…) 
 
Email communication. If you have an email address, you should have received an email from me. If you did not get it, it is 
because our current address list is incorrect, or your address is missing. If you have not heard from me, send me a message at 
l_corbett37@hotmail.com so I can add your correct address to my list. I will be sending updated information from time to time 
on a more timely basis than is possible with just the newsletter. (The address above is not my regular address—you will get 
that in my responsive message.) 
 
Special Interest Groups. We have added another Special Interest Group! Dana Breda has agreed to anchor a group called the 
World Wide Cruisers (WWC). The group consists of members interested in far flung cruises—off to the islands and such.  
That brings us to 8 groups. Now all we need to do is to get everybody who is interested signed up and get the groups going 
with their activities. It became too much to try to set up and run a separate web site for each group, so watch for more news 
about getting to the new consolidated site for all the groups, as well as a bulletin board for them. 
 
At the next meeting each of the group anchors will have a location, a sign, and a sign up sheet. During the social time check in, 
sign up, and talk about what you would like to do together. The groups and anchors are: Belews Creek Boaters  (BLB) Mike 
Vestal; Big Boats  (BBO) Dennis and Linda Brigadier; Coastal Cruisers (CCR) [AKA Frank & Steins] Jack Cummins; Lake 
Norman Boaters  (LNB) Alexander Cooper; Sailors (SLR) Fred Eldridge; Sea Scout Supporters  (SSS) Kin 
Cartrette;  Trailerboaters (TLR) John and Barbara Richardson; World Wide Cruisers (WWC) Dana Breda. Send me an email 
request and I will send you a list with their email addresses. (And if you ask, a list of telephone numbers and email addresses 
of all the squadron members. There are too many spammers for us to publish email addresses generally, but we can share them 
on a direct basis and keep the list to ourselves—consistent with USPS policy.) 
 
Future Topics. In future newsletters I want to do a little more about what the Power Squadron is and how it is organized. 
Things like structure and organization, the mystery of merit marks, the difference between rank and grade and why you might 
care, etc. These are things covered in some depth in the Operations Training course that will be offered later this year. If you 
have any topic you would like me to address, send me a message, give me a call or catch me at the meeting. 
 
 


Tragedy on Our Coast 
 


FOUR DIE WHEN FISHING BOAT CAPSIZES 
 


A very tragic boating accident occurred  March 15, off the coast of Holden Beach. We truly sympathize with the families of 
the deceased boaters. As boaters,  we would not second guess any actions these men took, but we must ask ourselves what can 
we  learn from this accident.. 
  
The facts as reported by the Winston-Salem Journal, News and Observer, and the Wilmington Star News are as follows: 
  
+    The boaters were all members of the Banner Elk Fire Dept and most likely well trained in emergency procedures.   


+    The boat was an 18 foot  catamaran hull     


+    The crew was  6  male fisherman   


+    The weather as reported by the CG  was- small craft advisories- --5 to 10 knt  wind---1 to 2 ft seas   


+    About noon a wave lifted the stern, pushed the bow down and the boat took on water-- a few seconds  later a               
        second wave came over the stern  swamping and capsizing the boat   


+    Reportedly there was a scramble for pfd's and  a rushed may-day call- which was not received by the CG   


+    The boat floated  capsized about (2 to 5 ??) miles off- shore, with the fisherman in the water and with 5 of the 6  
        wearing  PFD's   


+    Water temperature was  58  degrees   


+     With shoe laces they tied  themselves together in 2's to prevent separation-  they stayed with the boat for 1 1/2 hours 
          and then with daylight waning they made a decision to swim to shore   


+     Two of the men successfully swam to the beach , stopped a vehicle on the road ,and made a  911 call   


+     The  CG initiated a  search and rescue, but  did not locate the boat and 4 bodies until daylight the next morning 
  
         DARLE SHOUSE, N     WSSPS Safety Officer 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


                        Special Interest Groups 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal   http://spaces.msn.com/belewslakeboaters 
2. BIG BOATS 


Anchor:  Dennis Brigadier  http://spaces.msn.com/bigboaters 
3. COASTAL CRUISERS 


Anchor: Jack Cummins  http://spaces.msn.com/coastalcruisers/ 
4. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS 


Anchor: Alexander Cooper  http//spaces.msn.com/lakenormanboaters/: 
5. SAILORS 


Anchor: Fred Eldridge  http://spaces.msn.com/sailorswssps/ 
6. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS 


Anchor: Kin Cartrette  http://spaces.msn.com/seascoutsupporters 
7. TRAILERBOATERS 


Anchor: John Richardson  http://spaces.msn.com/trailerboaters/ 
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We continue our year with Great Programs and now that the weather is turning warm we will start some Great Boating Events.  
Our March meeting about “The History of the Moravians and Their Sailing Ships” was a real treat.  We were able to learn a 
little about our local Moravians as well as the ships that brought them here.  The 1/24 scale model of the sailing vessel that 
Robert Tuttle built was certainly the highlight of the evening.  Everyone really enjoyed talking to Robert about the 
construction of the vessel as well as his quest to build it original.  The Piedmont Club recovered from the earlier problems we 
encountered and made our March meeting spacious and error free as they had committed.  We all make mistakes, but they 
stepped up to the task of correcting their errors and made for a great evening. 
 
Our April meeting will be held on April 16, 2006 at the Yacht House Seafood restaurant on Country Club Road.  This meeting 
will be on the “Optimist Pram” which is a small sailing vessel used through out the country to train kids in sailing.  Our own 
Fred Eldrige will be our speaker as he talks to us about his quest to build a chapter of the “Optimist Pram” sailing vessels in 
Winston-Salem for underprivileged kids.  This should be another great meeting and maybe even an opportunity for us to learn 
a little about boat construction and sailing.  So put it on your calendar and meet us at the Yacht House Seafood Restaurant. 
 
Speaking of Great Events: 
  


“The Greensboro squadron has invited our squadron to participate in an event at Belews Lake. They have 
described the event as follows: 
  


 FIRST CRUISE OF THE SEASON IS THE BELEWS CRUISE 
  
We are set for a day on the lake.  It is going to be a treasure hunt ON THE WATER from 
1000 -1200 Saturday April 22.  This event will be fun for all participants.  After our cruise 
we will have barbecued chicken and lots of side dishes along with soft drinks and 
beer.   Bring your power or sail boats and be ready to go by 1000.  We will have someone 
to help you launch between 0900 and 1000.  If you are boat less, give me a call and we 
will put you on a boat.  The cost is $4.00 and a side dish to feed 8.  You can call Carol 
Kelly (288-9552) or David Schultz (288-7743) for more info.   


  
“The location will be at Carolina Marina (http://www.carolinamarina.com/). Go north on 158 through 
Stokesdale (cross where the RR tracks were), left on Ellisboro road, watch for marina sign on the left 
(several miles), first left after the gate (steep little road), left at the fork, group gathers in the grassy area. 
  
“Mike Vestal, anchor of our Belews Boaters group, will serve as coordinator for our attendance. The 
Greensboro Squadron needs to know how many people we will have coming, so if you wish to attend, tell 
Mike by April 9, and he will let them know. Contact Mike at mvestal3@triad.rr.com or 336-368-5046. In 
addition to Greensboro’s offer, we would expect to have several WS boats there and could accommodate 
our boat less on them. (This is a good chance for the Trailer boaters to join in too.)” 
 
  


Mike Vestal is the WSSPS host and you should call or email if you would like to participate.  Don’t miss the FUN. 
 
 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


Great Events and Programs 







11 


Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


19 April              Optimist Pram 
                           Yacht House Restaurant 
 


22 April              Belews Creek Cruise 
                           Greensboro Power Squad 
 


24 April              ExCom Meeting 
                           TBA 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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Commander  Cdr  Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
Executive Officer Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 
Educational Officer P/C Donald Breault, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Reid London, AP 
Secretary  Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 
Treasurer  Lt/C Edward O. Shinlever, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, AP 
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See Page 7 for photos 
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Susan 
Blair  


“My 
Experiences 


on the  
Water” 


20 September          Susan Blair 
                                  at the Yacht House 
 
25 September          ExCom Meeting 
                                        Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
02 October               News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
 
18 October               Cdrs’ Picnic 
                                   Tanglewood Park 
 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


 
September 20 


   


 at Yacht House 
Seafood Restaurant 


 


Country Club Rd.  
 
 


Order from menu 
 
 


Social begins at 6:30   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 


For Tarheels 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 


A 


             
             s the summer draws to a close and much of 
the boating season is behind us, it is time to 
reminisce about a few events and begin looking at the 
coming season. We return to regular meetings, the 
classes begin again, and we will soon be about 
getting ready for the coming year. Time for merit 
marks, nominating committee work and squadron 
business, along with some events that are fun as well 
(such as the Commanders’ picnic, with a whole 
barbecued pig). Lets start by looking  back at – 


Squadron Events— 


 Topsail Charting. A small group of 10 had a great 
time at the Topsail Rendezvous and Charting on 
August 4 & 5. We socialized, ate & drank, had a 
training class from P/D/C David Blankenbeckler on 
CoOp Charting and went on Lt/C Bob Whittle’s boat 
for some charting. We missed the rest of you! 


Lord Nelson was on deck when we gathered at the 
Travis home for our August 16 meeting. The pots 
were all in luck and we had a delicious meal and 
great social. Approximately 35 were there. 


The Coastal Cruisers (AKA “Frank & Steins”)  


 


gathered for a traditional celebration of the Labor 
Day weekend at Frank’s on Pelletier Creek in 
Morehead. A good time was had by all. 


Then Check the Calendar for Coming Events— 


 Our September meeting marks the return or our 
regular Squadron Dinner Meetings. We will be at 
the Yacht House on Country Club Road on 
September 20. Susan Blair will talk about her 
experiences on the water. She sailed with her family 
from the British Isles to the US by way of Africa 30 
years ago. She has a book out and was featured in 
Kim Underwood’s column in the Winston-Salem 
Journal on July 2. An event which did not make it 
onto the Calendar is a Trailerboaters’ cruise on the 
Waccamaw River to Georgetown, September 15-17 
under the leadership of John Richardson. There will 
be three boats and at one time or another 14 people 
will be included in the trip. 


Some Squadron Business— 


Membership—Where We Stand. By my best count 
we have lost a net of 10 members due to non-
renewals and transfers to and from the (Cont’d Pg.6) 
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       he “Summa” season has almost come to an end 
with the peak of the Hurricane season about to 
begin.  So make sure you have a plan if you keep a 
boat on the coast.  The predictions are not in our 
favor as I write this, because another tropical storm 
was born this morning.  Hopefully we will get a 
break but not likely.  So it is all for more reason to 
have a plan and plan B.   
 
Speaking of a plan, how would you like to take 
another course this year?  Time will be running out 
soon so click on our web site and select a course 
and call me so I can get you enrolled.  It is a shame 
to waste a good classroom with no one attending a 
scheduled class.  It also makes it harder to get 
volunteer teachers to show up when there are only 1 
or 2 students.   We have JN, Sailing, Piloting, 
Seamanship, and the Squadron Boating Course 
planned for this fall.  I would hate to cancel any 
class if no one signs up or shows some interest.   
 
Please note, that due to our very strict bylaws with 
District and National, our classes (except for the 
public boating courses) are available to members 
only. Last month I made a statement that these 
classes were open to the public.  I was corrected by 
the keeper of the rules and traditions so I am 
retracting that statement.  Our classes are only open 
to our current registered members.  If anyone wants 
to take one of our classes who is not a member,  he 
has to become a member first.  So if there is anyone 
you know who wants to take one of these classes, 
and they are not a member yet, have them see our 
membership chairperson, Faye London, and she 
will sign them up. 
 
Our cruise planning class and our Instructor 
Development class has ended.  I understand that the  
 


 
 
exams are the only thing pending at this time and I 
am sure they will be completed soon.  My many 
thanks to Dana Breda for chairing the Cruise 
Planning class, and my many thanks for those 
teachers who participated in sharing their 
knowledge with all of the students in these two 
classes. 
 
One last thought; I need a solution for these two 
problems. 
 


1. The most accurate radar fix is 
one based on:  


 
2. A running fix is a position 


determined by: 
 
The first person to contact me with the correct 
solutions will receive a prize and bragging rights 
for the month!! 
 
See you on the water! 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
336-712-0661    
e-mail:  Saltyboats@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 
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Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP What It’s All About 
 
      une 21st saw approximately half of the 
membership at Walt Blackman’s home for what is 
thought to have been the 12th annual fabulous fish 
fry.  Chefs Travis, Cranford, London and Evans did a 
near perfect job cooking the fish.  There was some 
thought that we should do this type of outing more 
than once a year (Belews Creek maybe?!!!!!)  
Thanks Walt! 
 
The Lake Norman rendezvous was well attended 
again by approximately half our membership plus 
district commander Tom Helms, friends and former 
members of our squadron.  The consensus is that this 
rendezvous was one of the best yet.  What made the 
difference??  We enjoyed the usual delicious volume 
of  foods, desserts, cold beer and camaraderie that 
the Frazier’s gathering is known for  and, in addition, 
Cdr. Corbett initiated the Lake Norman Games (knot 
tying, monkey paws toss and conch blowing) to the 
equation.     
  
All of the above add to having a good time yet, we 
all seemed to agree that what made the difference 
this year was a return to the boating aspect of the 
rendezvous.  The Evans invited the squadron to meet 
at their lake house for Bloody Marys followed by a 
two hour cruise up the mighty Catawba River. 
  
We had a flotilla of five boats (4 pontoon boats)  


 
with an average of six people aboard.  Keeping up 
with Dwight proved to be challenging due to the 
swiftness of his new boat, but everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the “Bloody Cruise” and agreed we needed 
to plan more weekend boating activities in the future.  
After all, isn’t boating what we are all about?  Many 
thanks to the Fraziers and the Evans for a memorable 
day on the lake. 
 
The co-op charting rendezvous at Top Sail Beach 
came off without a hitch.  We dined extensively and 
often while our favorite beverages were always “at 
hand”.  Our crew of ten went out on the bayous of 
Top Sail Island sounding the water’s depth. 
(Depthwiz), David Blankenbeckler lent his expertise 
to the charting venture and it is conceivable that our 
“numbers” might be useful to NOAA.  Other 
members of our motley crew were Debbie Shultz 
(with daughter and friend), Lord Nelson and his first 
mate, the Whittles and the Corbetts, our gracious 
hosts.  Many thanks to Leon and Mary Lou for their 
wonderful hospitality and providing such a great 
venue for our outing. 
 
If you missed our August membership meeting, you 
shouldn’t have!  It was hosted (pool side) by Ray and 
B Travis.  Little business was discussed, because it 
was all about great people, great food and great 
camaraderie!  Nuf said! 


         For Sale   1987 23' Hunter  
sailboat, wing keel, 5 HP motor, trailer, $3900  
       Call Bill Shotten, 336-325-3320 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


 (Cont’d from page 3) Squadron this year. This has been a weak year for recruitment, yielding no new 
members from our Boating classes. WSSPS is like the rest of USPS, showing an annual net loss of 
members. 


Dues. Our transition to billing from headquarters seems to have gone well. Eventually we will all have 
“anniversary” billing, and new members will have years that run from the anniversary of joining. The 
annual event will become a continuing one. National Dues will see a big change for members of 
families: There will be one full dues amount paid, and for another half of that amount, all members of the 
family can be members. The categories (active, additional active, family) will remain—there will be just 
one dues amount. These two changes greatly simplify the dues structure.  The WSSPS dues are added to 
the national dues and we are studying making the same change to our dues structure. It is likely that we 
will do that. Since all dues are collected together, we could take advantage of the same simplification. 


And Some District Business— 


District 27 has its Fall Council and Conference meeting in Wilmington on September 8 & 9. There will 
be official meetings, a dinner cruise and charting activities. We have 6 people serving in various district 
offices and they will be in attendance. But we will not have many other members there. The District 
meetings are worth doing for the programs the present. Even better, those meetings are attended by great 
people in enjoyable locations. If you have never been, plan to give a district meeting a try.  
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WSSPS 
Special Interest Groups 


 
Special Interest Groups permit members with shared interests to join together for activities related to their 


particular interests. 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS  (BLB) 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal       336-368-5046   mvestal3@triad.rr.com 
Focused on boating on Belews Lake. 
 


2. COASTAL CRUISERS   (CCR) 
Anchor:  No Anchor at this time-Position Available 
AKA Frank & Steins. Coastal boating, especially in the Morehead, NC area. 
 


3. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS  (LNB) 
Anchor: Alexander Cooper   704-483-2506   acooper6@charter.net 
Focused on boating on Lake Norman 
 


4. SAILORS     (SLR) 
Anchor: Fred Eldridge    336-765-5202   feld629@msn.com 
Sailors of all kinds and locations, including trailer sailors. 
 


5. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS  (SSS) 
Anchor: Kin Cartrette   336-983-6377   scoutingplus@aol.com 
Persons interested in working with the Sea Scouts. 
 


6. TRAILERBOATERS   (TLR) 
Anchor: No Anchor at this time—Position Available  
Trips anywhere a boat can be trailered. 
 


7. WORLD WIDE CRUISERS   (WWC) 
Anchor: Dana Breda    336-416-7464   dbreda@earthlink.net 
Sailing the seven seas. Charters in the islands and the like. 


 
All groups are open to all members interested in the activities of the group. H a v i n g  a 
particular kind of boat or being at a particular location is not required. Members may join as many groups 
as they like. The anchors serve as facilitators and groups make their own plans. Inviting others who are 
not members to group activities is encouraged. 
Contact the anchor to join. Contact the Commander to start a new group. 
Note that the “Big Boats” group has merged with CCR. 
News and pictures of activities: http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsgroups/ 
           http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsbulletinboard/ 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


  FOR SALE 
 


   2000 Four Winns  
    Vista Cruiser 248 
Loaded and in great condition 
 


    “APRIL STAR” 
 


             $35,000.00 
 


For information contact: 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
 336-712-0661 
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            e continue to have a GREAT summer boating season.  The WSSPS calendar has kept 
everyone busy with all the activities from boating to just socializing.  We have cruised the Dismal 
Swamp all the way to Norfolk, Virginia; We have rendezvoused at Morehead City with cookout 
and cruising; We have rendezvoused at Lake Norman with cookout and cruising; We have 


cruised Belews Lake with the Greensboro 
Squadron with cookout; We have rallied in 
Washington, North Carolina with District 27; 
We have had cookouts in Winston-Salem; We 
have rendezvoused at Surf City with cookout 
and co-op charting;  and you know that is just 
this summer.  The Fall Season is just starting 
and we continue to have activities for all. 
 
Special “Thanks” to Ray & B Travis for the 
great social we had at their home in August.  
Everyone had a great time, and I think may 
have started a trend for the future.  Great Job. 
 
I would like to draw your attention to our next 
squadron meeting on September 20, 2006.  
Susan Blair with be with us to talk about her 
family’s journey across the Atlantic Ocean.  I 
have heard she will have a special guest with 
her that we all know and love.  This meeting 
will be held at the Yacht House on Country 
Club Road, so mark your calendar if you 
would like to meet this special guest.   
 
Check out the WSSPS 2006 calendar for the 
latest events.   You have a choice, you can help 
create the fun or you can sit back and read 
about the fun in the next issue of 
“CROSSED ANCHORS”. 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


 WOW!! 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


20 September        Susan Blair 
                                 at Yacht House 
 


25 September        Ex-Com Meeting 
                                 at Village Inn 
 


18 October             Commanders’ Picnic 
                                 at Tanglewood Park 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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Elbow Reef Lighthouse 
Hope Town Harbour 


Abaco, Bahamas 


There’s Hope for 
Dismal Swamp Canal 
Page  7 







2 


18 October               Cdrs’ Picnic 
                                  at Tanglewood Park 
 
30 October               ExCom Meeting 
                                        Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
30 October               News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
 
04 November           Geodetic Markers 
                                   TBA –See Gary Lewis 
 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


For Tarheels 


    (Sponsored by the Past Commanders) 


October 18 
  


 at Tanglewood Park 
Shelter # 2 
(first one on left) 


 


BBQ (by Lord Nelson)  
and Drinks 


 
Cost $15.00 pp plus 


$2.00 per car Park entrance 
 


Social begins at 6:30   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 


Boating Class. We have a squadron boating course 
beginning on November 7. We need your help. We need to 
teach boating safety and we need to have additional 
persons join our squadron. One of the best ways to do that 
is to have squadron members present at the boating class, 
showing interest in the students. I ask that you make it a 
point to try to come to at least one of the classes. They are 
not formal, and you will have something to contribute. I 
particularly need people to help the students with the knot 
tying session. (If you have forgotten some of the knots, 
now is your chance to catch up too!) Please join us. 


 
The other thing you need to do is recruit at least one 
student for the class. We must fill the class, teach boating 
safety and recruit additional members for the squadron. 
  
Susan Blair. We had a great time hearing about the sea 
adventures of Susan Blair at our September meeting. And 
surprise of surprises, it turns out that her widowed father 
has married our own Vivian Gibson! They are soon off on 
a boating adventure and we have a promise to hear about it 
when they return.  
 
We saw lots of pictures from several recent squadron 
boating trips, including a particularly good video record of 
the Waccamaw River—Georgetown trip. John and 
Barbara Richardson led that trip and John put together the 


video. We had two pontoon boats on that trip and 14 
participants. The trip illustrates once again that if you are 
interested in going on a trip, there is always room for you 
on a boat. I have never known of a trip when 
accommodations could not have been made. When I first 
joined the squadron I was reluctant to participate in trips if 
I could not take a boat. I was wrong. They are great trips 
and more members should participate! 
 
Merit Marks. I have received the material from USPS for 
reporting merit mark recommendations. Merit marks are 
awarded by the National Commander on the 
recommendation of the squadron commander. (Actually 
there are area monitors who do the review work.) 
Theoretically the Commander is supposed to know all that 
everyone has done and make recommendations based on 
that knowledge. Well, I do know a lot that people have 
done, but I don’t want to make any mistakes, so I am 
asking that you help me. Write me a note telling me what 
you have done for the squadron this year, so that I can be 
sure to have everyone’s work correct. Merit marks are 
given for work done. Woody Allen used to say that 95% of 
success was showing up, but in this instance just attending 
a meeting will not work. If you have worked on a 
committee, done some job, taught a class, proctored a 
class, prepared food, planned an event, made 
arrangements, or any of the myriad things    Cont’d page 6 
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         ooks like we may miss the bullet on Hurricane season 
this year.  We need a break and I guess we can all be very 
grateful that we may have avoided any major blows this year. 
It looks we are off  with  a very nice fall season of boating.  
Mild temperatures, cool nights, good sleeping weather and 
still plenty of time to do some boating.   
 


We will be pushing our public boating course this fall.  Please 
encourage anyone you know who would be the slightest bit 
interested in it.  We will start on November 7 at 6pm and we 
will run the next 4 weeks doing the ABC course. Reid London 
will chair this course and I am very grateful that he is doing it 
again.  So spread the word and let us fill this class.  It will be 
at the Old Town Recreation Center on Shattalon Drive.   
 


Regarding other classes, please feel free to check our web site 
and see what it is you want to do.  It would be a shame if we 
will have very little participation in some of these programs.  
So I am making a plea to everyone to support your Squadron 
by supporting the educational program.  Take a course and 
have some fun. 
 


One last thought; I need a solution for these two problems. 
 


1. A vertical danger angle is determined on the basis 
of: 


2. One advantage of a running fix over a fix, is that a 
running fix may: 


 
 


The first person to contact me with the correct solutions will 
receive a prize and bragging rights for the month!! 
 
See you on the water! 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
336-712-661  
e-mail:  Saltyboats@aol.com 
 
 


 
 


P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


KICK THE CELL PHONE ADDICTION FOR MARINE COMMUNICATION 
 


WHY CELL PHONES MAY LET YOU DOWN 
● You may be in a limited or no-coverage area on the water. 
● Cellphone communications are point to point, which means no one else can hear you. 
● If a Coast Guard vessel approaches you will not be able to communicate. 
● In an emergency anyone can push a button and transmit on a VHF. Cellphone numbers may not be known by     others on 
board. It takes much more time to dial a cellphone than push the VHF transmit button.. 
 


WHY VHF IS BETTER 
● VHF transmission is a broadcast, which means that boats nearby will hear you and may be able 
to offer immediate assistance. 
● With a VHF radio, you are able to get weather (Wx) information. 
● A VHF allows you to communicate with any search-and-rescue vessel on the scene. 
● AVHF transmission allows the Coast Guard new Rescue 21 System to locate a vessel even 
more quickly than when Digital Selective Calling (DSC) is used in conjunction with a GPS unit. 
● Commercial operators such as Sea Tow can use VHF transmissions to get a bearing on your 
vessel. 
 


SAFE BOATING                                                                                     Darle Shouse, N , Safety Officer 
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Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP  


         For Sale   1987 23' Hunter  
sailboat, wing keel, 5 HP motor, trailer, $3900  
       Call Bill Shotten, 336-325-3320 


 
he September meeting at the Yacht House saw about 


fifty members including four members from the G.P.S. (Steve/
Chris Puckett and Mack/Vinnie Gordy).  Our guest speaker was 
Susan Blair along with her family as guests.  Susan spoke and 
read from her current book Adventures on the High Seas 
keeping the membership entranced with her family’s exploits 
on the high seas.  She and family live in Winston-Salem and, 
before departing our meeting, said that they were considering 
joining our squadron.  Welcome! 
 Cdr. Corbett awarded Faye London with a “one on 
one” button for bringing a new member into our membership.  
Good for you Faye, we all need to work at receiving one of 
these buttons.  Just think what that would mean to our 
squadron’s census. 
 WOW was my reaction to viewing the progress made 
on the Optimist Pram project anchored by Fred Eldridge and his 
group.  Their work really looks professional! 
 Here are the facts:  One Pram is almost completed and 
was at the Yacht House for inspection and two others are 
available to be refinished.  The YWCA has agreed to be the 
umbrella organization while the Children’s Home will provide 
the production site.  Fred envisions eventual regatta type 
activities on Salem Lake and needs volunteers to instruct kids 
in sailing, organize and/or officiate the regatta activities and 
help build prams (to donate or own and loan out).  A pram may 
be built by way of a “kit” (precut parts) and a mold.  Now that a 
production site and umbrella organization has been determined, 
it seems only logical that some sponsors need to be forthcoming 
($$’s).  Fred thinks that any donations will probably need to be 
made through the “Y”, but you should check with him to make 
sure.  We’re boaters, let’s get it done!  Call Fred. 
 During our social hour at the Yacht House (before the 
meeting) we were regaled with pictures takes by John 
Richardson and Leon Corbett during the recent mini cruise to  


 
Georgetown, SC.  John is preparing an expanded showing with 
music at a later date. 
 Beginning with our departure from the Bucksport 
Marina (just below Conway) we progressed down the scenic 
Waccamaw River toward historic Georgetown, arriving at the 
marina in the late afternoon.  At sunset, we enjoyed the 
dockside hospitality of the Richardson’s aboard their party 
barge (hospitality suite) schmoozing and cocktails were in order 
followed by a good seafood dinner at The Lands End; then 
some went to bed, while others went dancing! 
 We were up early Saturday morning for a substantial 
breakfast with lots of hot coffee.  After refueling ourselves, we 
refueled the boats for a morning cruise and set off up  the Pee 
Dee River seeking pristine waters, old south rice plantations 
and alligators.  We weren’t disappointed.  It was great!  
Returning to our home dock about noon, it was time to check 
out downtown Georgetown, have lunch, shop and take in the 
Rice Museum.  Our mission was accomplished by mid-
afternoon and we departed downtown Georgetown, embarking 
on a late afternoon cruise up the Black River, returning well 
after sundown and in the dark.  Our dockside social hour was 
abbreviated due to a tired crew, but we were looking forward to 
our return cruise Sunday morning back to Bucksport.  
 Our cruisers were P/C David Blankenbeckler and 
Brenda Kiger, P/C’s Leon and Mary Lou Corbett, P/C Mike 
Page and fiancé Laura Chapman, P/C Jack and Beth Cummins, 
Bob and Jan Whittle and our special thanks to John and Barbara 
Richardson for their diligent planning which made this cruise 
so memorable.  


If you weren’t among the fourteen members on this 
mini cruise, you really missed out.  Perhaps we could do a little 
better job of getting the word out before the next cruise.   
Remember you don’t have to have a boat to join the fun! 
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 Cont’d from page 3    
 
it takes to make a squadron work—that counts. Please send 
me the information I need!  
 
Commanders’ Picnic. Our past commanders are organized 
and working. As you have heard by now, they are pledged to 
stay out of squadron policies and politics and into service to 
the squadron. Our very next meeting, on October 18 will be 
the first service project of the group as they put on the 
Commanders’ Picnic. (Note that the apostrophe has been 
moved, from before the “s” to after it.) We will be back at 
Tanglewood with Lord Nelson’s Boston Butts, so mark your 
calendar and come out for some good food and fellowship. 
(Shelter 2 at 1830.) 
 
Geodetic Marker Recovery. Our geodetic marker recovery 
outing is planned for November 4 under the leadership of 
Gary Lewis. There will be a training and planning session at 
P/D/C David Blankenbeckler’s office on October 19 at 7:00 
PM. ( 3000 Maplewood Ave,, W-S, Suite 103, O 336-768-
2880, H 765-9760 [leave s message on the machine], or  


blankenbe@aol.com) . Let David know if you plan to attend 
so we can be sure there is space. 
  
On November 4 we will gather at a restaurant, to be 
announced by Gary, for breakfast and then go out in groups to 
recover the markers. Watch for additional announcements. Let 
Gary know if you plan to come so that materials can be 
provided for you and he can give you more information about 
the event. glewis5132@triad.rr.com , 336- 722-2701. 


  
 
This is your chance! I know that many of you have always 
wanted to have a squadron position, but have never had the 
opportunity. Well, now is your chance. The Nominating 
Committee (Past Commanders Cranford and Past Commander 
Breault) is putting together a slate of officers, executive 
committee members and other squadron positions right now, 
for election at the November meeting. Give one of them a call 
and get your name on the list! 
 
 
 







7 


Dismal 
Swamp  
Canal  
Bill 
Pending 
 
Let’s hope the Senate votes 
to pass this bill. With many 
of our squadron having 
recently gone through the 
Dismal Swamp Canal we 
recognize the importance of 
the canal and the areas 
surrounding it. 
 
If you haven’t been through 
the canal then you have 
missed out on one of North 
Carolina’s true treasures. 
                                             
                                           Editor 


                          America’s Boating Course 
         Presented by Winston-Salem Sail and Power Squadron 


                                                                                  at 
Oldtown Recreation Center 


4524 Shattalon Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC 27106 


 
Classes to be held November 7, 14, 28 and December 5 


at 6:30 each night 
 


Cost is $25.00 for materials 
Call 336-940-3168 to insure availability of materials. Register and pay first night 
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WSSPS 
Special Interest Groups 


 
Special Interest Groups permit members with shared interests to join together for activities related to their 


particular interests. 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS  (BLB) 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal       336-368-5046   mvestal3@triad.rr.com 
Focused on boating on Belews Lake. 
 


2. COASTAL CRUISERS   (CCR) 
Anchor:  No Anchor at this time-Position Available 
AKA Frank & Steins. Coastal boating, especially in the Morehead, NC area. 
 


3. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS  (LNB) 
Anchor: Alexander Cooper   704-483-2506   acooper6@charter.net 
Focused on boating on Lake Norman 
 


4. SAILORS     (SLR) 
Anchor: Fred Eldridge    336-765-5202   feld629@msn.com 
Sailors of all kinds and locations, including trailer sailors. 
 


5. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS  (SSS) 
Anchor: Kin Cartrette   336-983-6377   scoutingplus@aol.com 
Persons interested in working with the Sea Scouts. 
 


6. TRAILERBOATERS   (TLR) 
Anchor: No Anchor at this time—Position Available  
Trips anywhere a boat can be trailered. 
 


7. WORLD WIDE CRUISERS   (WWC) 
Anchor: Dana Breda    336-416-7464   dbreda@earthlink.net 
Sailing the seven seas. Charters in the islands and the like. 


 
All groups are open to all members interested in the activities of the group. H a v i n g  a 
particular kind of boat or being at a particular location is not required. Members may join as many groups 
as they like. The anchors serve as facilitators and groups make their own plans. Inviting others who are 
not members to group activities is encouraged. 
Contact the anchor to join. Contact the Commander to start a new group. 
Note that the “Big Boats” group has merged with CCR. 
News and pictures of activities: http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsgroups/ 
           http://spaces.msn.com/wsspsbulletinboard/ 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


  FOR SALE 
 


   2000 Four Winns  
    Vista Cruiser 248 
Loaded and in great condition 
 


    “APRIL STAR” 
 


             $35,000.00 
 


For information contact: 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
 336-712-0661 
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            an you believe that it is October already?  Even 
though we have had a very busy summer, it is just hard to 
believe that the summer is gone.  But, one must remember 
that the Fall Boating season in North Carolina can be the best 
of the year.  I can tell you that this past weekend the London 
family, along with Denny & Linda Brigadier spent one 
beautiful night out at Cape Lookout.  Oh and let’s not forget 


Spooner.  We are very fortunate here in North Carolina to 
have a very long boating season.  The fall air with the crisp 
night and beautiful sunset made for a truly wonderful 
weekend.  The sea turtles were also enjoying the wonderful 
weather as they kept the surface of the water rippling as they 
came up for air.  Or, were they really coming up to catch a 
glimpse of the wonderful sunset that was taking place in the 
western sky.  I guess we will never know exactly what the 
turtles were up to, but one thing for sure everyone was 
enjoying the beautiful natural evening that was happening 
before our eyes. 
 
 
Special thanks to K.B. & Cindy Jennings for sponsoring our 
September meeting at the Yacht House.  Susan Blair shared 
with us her family voyage across the Atlantic Ocean.  Great 
meeting.  


 
Our next squadron meeting on October 18, 2006 will be held  
at Tanglewood Park in Clemmons, North Carolina shelter 
#2.  This is the first shelter on the left as you come past the 
ticket office.  Yes, you will have to pay your $2.00 per car 
entrance fee.  This meeting will be sponsored by the Past 
Commanders of the WSSPS.  The word on the street is that 
we are having the famous southern BBQ.  I am planning to 
bring the world famous “London Tyme” BBQ sauce for 
everyone to enjoy.  Please do not ask for the recipe, because 
it is locked away in the London family vault.  BBQ.  This 
will be a great social so come on out and enjoy the WSSPS 
family southern BBQ. 
 
There will be a dessert contest with the prize for the best the 
entry. Judges will picked from attendees. So come hungry. 


 
Check out the WSSPS 2006 calendar for the latest events.   
You have a choice, you can help create the fun or 
you can sit back and read about the fun in the 
next issue of “CROSSED ANCHORS”. 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


Next Meeting—BBQ! 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


18 October             Commanders’ Picnic 
                                  at Tanglewood Park 
 


04 November          Geodetic Markers 
                                  TBA 
 


10-12 November     Rendezvous & Raft-up 
                                  at Cape Lookout 
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Formerly Tarheels 


Join a Special Interest Group 
                                                                                           Page 9 


Yard Sale Fund Raiser 
  Page 6 


“Scene from a March Sunday on Salem Lake” 
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15 March        Moravians and Ships 
                                   Piedmont Club 
 
07 March                 Public Boating Course 
                                         Old Town Rec Center 
 
27 March                 ExCom Meeting 
                                         To Be Determined  
 
27 March                 News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 13 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


February 15 
 


 at Piedmont Club 
BB & T Financial Center 


19th Floor 
724-7077    


 


Dinner Cost $15/pp 
Plus $1.50 for Garage Parking 


Make Checks out to WSSPS  
Collect at door 


 


Social from 1830-1915 
Dinner shortly thereafter   


Guests are always welcome, but  
 a reservation is required via e-mail to 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com. For Tarheels 


“History of the 


Moravians  
and their  


Sailing Ships” 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


INERTIA 
 
Webster’s defines the word this way: 
 
     in[er[tia   (in er sha) n. 


1 Physics the tendency of matter to remain at 
rest if at rest, or, if moving, to keep moving in 
the same direction, unless affected by some 
outside force  


2 a tendency to remain in a fixed condition 
without change; disinclination to move or act  


 


We generally think of the word in connection with the 
second definition, but I like the physics definition. We 
have some classic at rest inertia in our midst, but we are 
moving and I like to think we will keep moving—the good 
kind of inertia. 


Classic inertias to overcome. One is to go ahead and get 
your survey in. We have outdated information on many 
members and we need to get current on everyone. You 
were emailed a copy last time, they were given out at the 
February squadron meeting, and they are coming to you in 
email again. Just fill it out and send it in. I have received 
only a few. (You just as well give up and do it, I will 


hound you for it if you don’t!) 


Look at the special interest groups and sign up for 
something. If you don’t see anything you like, start 
something. 


Dinner meeting reservations-a big bad inertia. At the 
February meeting at the Piedmont Club we had a real 
fiasco with reservations. As I look at what happened I can 
blame the Piedmont Club (they have apologized) and I can 
find ways in which we failed too. It has been a growing 
problem. I spent many years on the telephone committee 
and I know that people frequently do not respond. And I 
know too that we have not always done our calling in a 
strict manner. But there is no need to dwell on problems—
let’s look at the solution. 


The Executive Committee has discussed the problem, and 
here is the simple and direct solution it has adopted: If you 
expect a meal at the dinner meeting you must make a 
reservation in advance by sending it in yourself. If you 
make a reservation and do not come, you will be expected 
to pay for the meal(s) you have reserved. 


How do you make your reservation? Send the Treasurer an 
email. Name the meeting in the subject (e.g. “Reservations 
March 15 dinner meeting”) and in the message list the 
names of members and guests (identify guests) who are 
coming. Include yourself in the list. Cont’d page 7 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
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P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


e continue to provide ample opportunity for 
both our membership and the boating public.  
We have kicked off our Squadron Boating 


Course on March 7.  We will also offer a public 
boating class later this fall.  In addition we are planning 
to offer a shorter ABC class during National Safe 
Boating Week in May.  We are looking for some 
volunteers to help with this because most of our public 
boating instructors are already committed to the 
Squadron Boating Course.  
 
This leads me to another very important subject that 
will help keep our educational program going for years 
to come.  We need volunteer instructors.  We want you 
to volunteer your time to teach one or two classes this 
year.  This will give our already over worked teaching 
staff a little break.  I will be running a course called 
Instructor Development.  This course is a short 4 week 
class that will give you the tools to teach any Power 
Squadron course up to your educational proficiency, 


and any elective course we have.  In addition you will 
be certified by the United States Power Squadron as a 
certified instructor.  The standards used are the same 
the U.S. Coast Guard uses for teaching their members 
in their entire classes world wide. So I want to 
encourage you to take the challenge, and become a 
certified instructor in the United States Power 
Squadron.   


 
Whenever you give something of your time to another 
who can benefit from the experiences, you feel that you 
have done something right and good.  You feel that you 
not only shared your knowledge and skills you have, 
but you have also learned something about yourself as 
well.  You can teach anything you know a little 
something about.  What you share with others is a 
information they may never have.  And the most 
important aspect of teaching a class is your influence 
might help save a life!! 


ho said that the weather wasn’t interesting?  Our 
January membership meeting was highlighted by 
meteorologist Austin Caviness whose talk was 


captivating.   The Q and A session which followed was both 
interesting and informative.  I think we could all agree that 
this is the type of meeting that would bring out the “troops” 
every month. 
 


I perceive that 2006 will be an interesting year for our 
squadron.  Cdr. Leon Corbett has an agenda which promises 
to give a new zest to our mission.  He wants to get rid of the 
drudgery (routine business) by better use of modern 
technology (computers), develop greater membership 
participation through interest groups, and see to it our 
meetings are interesting, informative, entertaining, event 
oriented and above all fun. 
 


Membership is critical to our success as a viable power 
squadron.  Renewed membership participation and an 


influx of enthusiastic new members is 
paramount to our survival.  To this end 
two dozen or more interest groups have 
been suggested:  Sailors, Trailer 
Boaters, Lake Norman Boaters, to mention a few.  At this 
time, Alex Cooper has agreed to anchor Lake Norman 
Boaters (LNB), Fred Eldridge will anchor the Sailors’ 
Boating Group (SLR), and John and Barbara Richardson 
are anchoring the Trailer Boaters’ Group (TLR).  The TLR 
is beginning to “flesh out” nicely and, weather permitting, 
the first outing is in the works for March.  Check WSSPS 
web page for these respective links to these web sites. 
 


At a recent membership meeting Leon asked the 
membership for a show of hands from those who were 
willing to get more involved in interest groups, committees, 
etc.  The response was overwhelmingly positive.  The time 
has come to “LOGON”. 


W 


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 


W 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 


Cruises planned for 2006 


 
 
• Rendezvous in New Bern. 


Date:  May 27 – 29  Memorial Day Weekend 
 


• 6 day cruise from Morehead City to Wilmington, NC.  
With Stop off in Southport, Bald Head Island, and 
Wrightsville Beach.   
Date: April 29 to May 5 


 


• 8 day Cruise from Morehead City to Norfolk, VA with stops in: Belhaven, Elizabeth City, 
Manteo, and Ocracoke.  We will do the Dismal Swamp Canal Route. 
Date: June 10 – 16 
 


• Rendezvous with New River Squadron in New River. 
Date: September 2-4  Labor Day Weekend. 


 
  
• Bareboat Greek Island cruise in September, 2006.  Sailing in                
the Ionian Sea.  See P/C Kris Cranford for details. 


 
Other Activities 


Wine Tour 
Wine trail in the Yadkin Valley.  Day trip of wine tasting and vineyard tours in the Yadkin 


River Valley.  We will tour and taste 3 vineyards and we will finish the day 
with dinner in Winston-Salem.  We plan to charter a small bus so tasters do 
not have to drive.  Cost to be determined by number of people participating.  
Date will be one Saturday in September. 
 
 


Boat Show Trip 
Annapolis, MD   Date:  October 12-15, 2006 
We will organize a bus trip to Annapolis, MD.   Cost to be determined 
depending on number of people.  This will be a 3 or 4 day trip.  We will 
open this up to District 27 if we can not fill the bus.  This trip is a must 
for anyone wanting to look at larger boats and if you have never been to 
it before. 
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  Spaces $25.00 each                        


At Friends Church  
on Reynolda Rd. 


 
                            8:00 a.m—2:00 p.m. 
 


Get ready to clean out 
your closets, attics,  


garages, cellars! 
 


       We need volunteers  
        and donated items   


 Questions or Donations                
Sheila Breault 712-0661 
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Cont’d from page 3  Do it by Sunday afternoon before 
the meeting. (The earlier, the better.) Call only if your 
fingers are broken and you can’t send an email. Take 
pity on the Treasurer—he already has a lot to do and 
individual calls take time. Emails are easy to handle. 
As soon as we can get a volunteer, we will take this 
job off his back. (You can volunteer by sending me a 
message.) 


The calling committee will call as usual to remind 
members and encourage them to come, but they will 
not take reservations. There is too much slippage in 
that system. You send your reservation in yourself. 
You are responsible. No reservation—no meal. You 
can attend the meeting, but no meal without a 
reservation. And, since all reservations will go to one 
place, we will have a record. 


I have been warned that some long-time member will 
not make a reservation, will come to the meeting 
expecting a meal, and will be really upset. Don’t let 
that be you—I will listen to that member’s plight, but 
sympathy will be in short supply, because we have a 
problem to solve! Call your next case. 


Inertia in Motion. We are moving! We now have 7 
(count ‘em, seven) special interest groups organized 
and accepting members. They are listed on page 9. 


These groups will get together and do things. Each has 
a website (access from the WSSPS website, or enter 
the url listed in this newsletter). All events will always 
be open to other members of the squadron who want 
to come, and of course, all members are eligible to 
join as many of the groups as they want. For example, 
you don’t have to be a sailor to join that group—they 
are always looking for crew. These groups will 
provide more opportunities to do things with other 
Power Squadron members than we have ever had 
before. We can be boaters together! 


The technical committee is working to further 
improve our website. Rob and Melissa recently 
trained a group of about 8 people on how to access the 
site and that will soon provide better updating 
capability. 


There will be a cooperative charting workshop on 
March 30. Ed Summers, who is national chair of 
cooperative charting, will come and meet with a small 
group to teach them to really operate the new system. 
A group is forming, so contact David Blankenbeckler 
if you want to join in. The place will be set when we 
see how many will attend—then word will be put out 
about where to gather. If you want to learn, give 
David a call or send an email. (A similar session is 
planned for geodetic marker recovery, but not set yet. 


Stay tuned.) 


It appears that we will have two cooperative charting 
events this year—one at Morehead earlier in the year 
and one at Topsail 4-6 August. (Mary Lou and I will 
host the group gatherings at that one. If you are 
interested in attending we can give you information 
about slips and convenient motels.) 


Fred Eldridge and Fred Clifford (former member) told 
the Executive Committee about the Optimist Pram 
project. Watch for a coming program on that—it helps 
kids build and learn to sail small sailboats. We will 
bestow some honorary memberships in connection 
with that project.  


Want to sail in the Greek Islands? P/C Kris Cranford 
is still taking reservations, but they will be moving to 
final plans soon. 


There were 35 people in attendance when the 
Executive Committee met on Feb. 27. That’s 19 
more than the total of officers and at large members. 
The rest are active people in the squadron, most 
holding some post, such as anchor of a special interest 
group. Executive Committee meetings are open to all 
members. If you would like to receive information 
about the meetings, their agendas, minutes, etc., send 
me an email and I will put you on the list. The 
Executive Committee is the governing body for the 
squadron, and if you are interested in participating in 
squadron matters, that is a good place to do it. All of 
the officers are in need of assistants. Join in, and 
expect an assignment! 


Squadron members, would you like to have a calling 
list with the telephone numbers and email addresses 
of the members? Send me an email and I will send 
you a PDF copy. Then you will be able to contact the 
people mentioned in this article. Don’t release it 
generally—there is too much spam getting to people 
already. 


Send your emails to me at l_corbett37@hotmail.com. 
(That’s an “L” with an underline before “Corbett.”) 
That is obviously a temporary address—you can find 
my regular address in the PDF list. My telephone 
number is 759-0455. A word to the few (and there are 
just a few) who don’t have email. Give me a call and 
we will work something out. 


And the treasurer may be reached at: 


wsspsreservations@hotmail.com and 725-6334 


Our inertia is converting to the good kind—let’s get 
the training and organizing done now, keep moving, 
and get out and do things as the good warm weather 
approaches. 
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 Special Announcement to USPS Boat Insurance Customers: 
 


As you are all probably aware, the extreme frequency and severity of windstorms in the past two years have caused enormous 
losses for all marine insurance carriers.  To make matters worse, NOAA and the other leading weather specialists are in 
agreement these two hurricane seasons are not anomalies but are indicative of what can be expected in the foreseeable future 
due to changing global weather patterns.  
 


Accordingly, The St. Paul Insurance Company, which has faithfully underwritten the USPS Boat Insurance Program for 
almost twenty years, is being forced to make changes (as are all marine insurance carriers) in their underwriting criteria in 
order to operate profitably.  After looking carefully at the USPS Boat Insurance Program from every angle, the changes being 
mandated by St. Paul's upper management are as follows:   
 


-         All boats over 10 years of age in the coastal and adjacent counties of AL, FL, GA, LA, MS and TX will be non-
renewed.  The non-renewal process will begin on March 1, 2006 with policy effective dates of 
approximately May 1, 2006.  If your policy has already been renewed for 2006 or has an effective date before approximately 
May 1, your policy will remain in force until 2007.     
 


-         No new business will be quoted in coastal and adjacent counties of AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC and TX if the boat is 
over 30 feet in length or if the hull value is greater than $100,000.   
 


McGriff, Seibels and Williams, the original architect of the USPS Boat Insurance Program and its administrator since 
inception will do all in its capacity as brokers to alleviate the impact of these restrictions for individual members.  We request 
that any member that has their policy non-renewed or has their coverage restricted to a degree that they find unsatisfactory, 
call us toll-free at (800) 763-USPS.   As one of the largest insurance brokerage firms in the United States, MSW has access to 
virtually every major marine insurance underwriter in the marketplace which puts us in the best position possible to explore 
the best options available to USPS members.  Also, effective immediately we are able to offer all USPS members the 
following options:  
 


-         Liability-only policy 
 


-         Navigation Warranty - Endorsement to existing policy stating that your boat will not be kept below 35 degrees N 
Latitude between June 1 and November 15  
-         Named Storm Exclusion - Endorsement to existing policy stating no coverage for any named or numbered storm   
 


In closing, McGriff, Seibels and Williams remains committed to assuring that USPS members have available to them the best 
boat insurance available. Accordingly, please do not hesitate to give us a call.    
 


Sincerely,  
 


Bennett (Ben) Gilbert 
Marine Manager of USPS Boat Insurance 
McGriff, Seibels and Williams 
800.763.USPS (8777)  
 


MOB—Man Overboard Procedures for Pleasure Crafts  
Compliments of Lt Darle Shouse, N, (WSSPS Safety Officer) and the New Zealand Coast Guard 


If you can see the person in the water clearly, a simple 180 degree turn is the quickest. 
If you lose sight of the casualty, due to poor visibility, or heavy weather and sea state, the 'Williamson turn' is a good way to 


get on to a reciprocal course which will take you back down your track: 
Put your helm hard over to the starboard and add 60 degrees to your course. When the compass is reading course + 180 
degrees, steer a reciprocal course and the casualty should be ahead of you. 


In heavy weather the reciprocal course may bring the sea astern, in which case a short approach head to sea may be more 
appropriate once the turn has been completed. 


Do not waste time while the boat is turning to approach the person in the water - prepare for the recovery as it is too late 
when they are alongside. 
- Which side will you approach? 
- Have a heaving line ready 
- Wear a lifejacket and lifeline; if you don't, you may get pulled on top of the person in the water 


The initial approach to the person in the water will vary depending on weather/sea conditions and the type of boat. Let the 
weather help rather than hinder - stop unwind and drift down. 


If you are concerned about drifting onto the person in the water, bring your stern into the wind. If you're not confident with 
your boat handling skills, or if it looks likely that the boat could come down on top of the person in the water, throw them the 
heaving line and pull them alongside to a safe place for recovery. 


Ensure the propeller is not turning when you are alongside the person in the water. 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


                        Special Interest Groups 


 
1. BELEWS LAKE BOATERS 


Anchor:  Mike Vestal   http://spaces.msn.com/belewslakeboaters 
2. BIG BOATS 


Anchor:  Dennis Brigadier  http://spaces.msn.com/bigboaters 
3. COASTAL CRUISERS 


Anchor: Jack Cummins  http://spaces.msn.com/coastalcruisers/ 
4. LAKE NORMAN BOATERS 


Anchor: Alexander Cooper  http//spaces.msn.com/lakenormanboaters/: 
5. SAILORS 


Anchor: Fred Eldridge  http://spaces.msn.com/sailorswssps/ 
6. SEA SCOUT SUPPORTERS 


Anchor: Kin Cartrette  http://spaces.msn.com/seascoutsupporters 
7. TRAILERBOATERS 


Anchor: John Richardson  http://spaces.msn.com/trailerboaters/ 
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Take some time to explore these sites.  They’ll help you become a more knowledgeable boater. 
 
USCG Vessel Documentation Center 
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/vdoc/nvdc.htm 
 


To look up a documented vessel by name 
http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/commercial/landings/cg_vessel2.html 
 


Form a Delaware LLC or corporation to own your boat 
Check out the Delaware Advantage  http://www.delreg.com/ 
 


Great buys in high quality stainless hardware. Denny and I are  
very pleased with our purchases! 
http://www.marinepartdepot.com/ 
 


Lifetime titanium hardware, including Thru-Hulls 
http://titan-marine-hardware.com/ 
 


Tide tables for your area 
http://www.saltwatertides.com/ 
 


Ever think about cruising the loop? 
http://www.greatloop.com/ 
 


On-line ICW cruising guide 
http://www.cruiseguides.com/iwfg/StateSelect.asp 
 


  Happy Surfing!  KB Jennings 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
We have started the new year off with a great dynamic program.  Austin Caviness 
meteorologist for WXII 12 News talked to us about changing weather patterns, and 
why we may be in for another interesting Hurricane season.  Austin continues to 
support our WSSPS mission and we hope to see him again at one of our future events.  I would like to mention that the seating 
at the Piedmont Club for our February meeting got a little out of hand.  The problem that caused this situation has been 
corrected, and we should not have to deal with this again.  The Piedmont Club has apologized to the club in writing, and has 
vowed to make our evening spacious and error free.   
 
As we move on to March 2006, we are not letting up.  Robert Tuttle will be with us to talk about “The History of the 
Moravians and Their Sailing Ships”.  The history of Winston-Salem is intertwined with the history of the Moravians and their 
migration from Eastern Europe to Piedmont North Carolina.  A little known part of this migration that was overlooked until 
recently is their involvement on owning and operating sailing ships in the 1700’s.  Robert has researched this migration to 
determine the most probable type of sailing vessels operated by the Moravians over this fifty year span.  He has even modeled 
this sailing vessel in a 1/24 scale.  He will discuss his research and the construction of this beautiful model. 
 
April 2006 we will have our own Fred Eldrige to talk and demonstrate to us his quest to build a chapter of the “Optimist Pram” 
sailing vessels for underprivileged kids. 
 
We will again be meeting at the Piedmont Club for the March meeting located on the 19th floor of the BB&T building, 200 
West Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. 


Dynamic Programs 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 







11 


Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


15 March             Moravians and Ships 
                            Piedmont Club 
 


10-12 March        D27 COW 
                            Greenville, NC 
 


19 April               Membership Meeting 
                            TBA 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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Commander  Cdr  Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
Executive Officer Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 
Educational Officer P/C Donald Breault, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Reid London, AP 
Secretary  Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 
Treasurer  Lt/C Edward O. Shinlever, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, AP 
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ROSSED 
November  2006    Volume XV     No. 10 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE  WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


ANCHORS 
“ F ormerly Tarheels ”  


 


Commanders’ Picnic Photos 
                                                                   Page 8 


Slate for 2007 
 Page 7 
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15 November            Year in Review 
                                   at Yacht House 
 
04 December            ExCom Meeting 
                                        Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
27 November            News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
 
14 December           Christmas Party 
                                   Bermuda Run CC 
 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


For Tarheels 


   


November 15 
   


 at Yacht House 
Seafood Restaurant 


 


Country Club Rd.  
 
 


Order from menu 
 
 


Social begins at 6:30   


Guests are always welcome 


And Elections for 2007 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 


Take a Look at  the Calendar and you will see 
that we are heading home. We have our “Annual 
Meeting” on November 15 at the Yacht House. 
That will be a business meeting of the squadron 
and one of the occasions that the squadron is 
required to act—not just the Executive 
Committee. We elect officers at that meeting—
one of the most important things we do all year. 
We will also hear annual reports from officers. It 
will be the last regular meeting that I preside 
over. In December we have the Christmas Party 
and in January the Change of Watch. 


The November meeting will not be all 
business—there will be some fun too. Lord 
Nelson has again prepared a pictorial “Annual 
Review” of the year’s events. We have had some 
good ones, with a lot of participation. Come and 
see who is on the big screen! Maybe you! 


Boating Class. We have a squadron boating 
course beginning on November 7. Maybe you 
have seen some of the advertisements. We need 
your help. We need to teach boating safety and 


we need to have additional persons join our 
squadron. One of the best ways to do that is to 
have squadron members present at the boating 
class, showing interest in the students. I ask that 
you make it a point to try to come to at least one 
of the classes. They are not formal, and you will 
have something to contribute. I particularly need 
people to help the students with the knot tying 
session. (If you have forgotten some of the 
knots, now is your chance to catch up too!) 
Please join us. (Is this a familiar paragraph? 
Should be. Still true and important.) 


Merit Marks. Merit mark recommendations are 
submitted to the National Commander in 
November. If you did not send me material you 
may just get in under the wire if you do it now. 


Commanders’ Picnic. The Past Commanders 
performed well on October 18 as they hosted the 
first “Commanders” picnic at Tanglewood. Lord 
Nelson Travis performed his annual miracle on 
the pig and other P/Cs pitched in to bring food, 
beverages and the fixings. Cont’d on page 4 
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W             ith cooler temperatures and the holiday 
season fast approaching, many sailors may be 
thinking of laying up for the winter.  I hate to see 
this but Mother Nature has her own agenda.  
Perhaps it is time to think about just an occasional 
weekend or two to hang out on the boat at the dock.  
I also know there are a few warm and sunny days 
left to take a short cruise to the cape and back.  This 
is the schedule we follow for the months of 
December to February.   
 
Maybe our outdoor activity has slowed somewhat, 
perhaps it is that time we start thinking about that 
course we have been putting off.  We have the class 
rooms, the teachers, and the materials.  All we need 
now are students.  We have Weather,  
Jr. Navigation, Sailing 101 and 102, and 
Seamanship planned over the next few months.  
Please send me an e-mail to let me know what 
classes you want to take and I will put it on the 
docket.  I am anxious to get 2007 going for the next 
administration.  So let’s get a good turn out in class 
participation this winter. 
 
Another series of events that will come up this 
winter is boat show season.  Anyone interested in 
purchasing another new or used boat will be very 
interested in this time of year.  In addition there is a 
lot of new technology out there in the world of 
electronics, engines, and navigation systems.  Plan 


to attend at least one of the many boat shows that 
are available so you can stay on top of the many 
changes in the industry and products available.   
         
One last thought; I need a solution for these two 
problems. 
 


1. When the Boat is running in the same 
direction as the current, then SOG =: 


2. Calling channels for recreational vessels 
to contact other vessels or shore stations 
are: 


 
The first person to contact me with the correct 
solutions will receive a prize and bragging rights 
for the month!! 
 
See you on the water! 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
336-712-661 e-mail:  Saltyboats@aol.com 
 
 
 


                                  


P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


 
Cont’d from page 3 
P/C Cranford (K) organized fun and games. P/C (also P/D/C) David Blankenbeckler our Past 
Commanders “Chair” (and that’s PC) provided leadership and beans (and some excellent banana 
pudding—one of the choice desserts with barbecue). We had other past Commanders and spouses with 
us from Greensboro, and D/C Tom Helms (P/C of Lake Norman) came up to join us. The blue (but 
proclaimed to be red) P/C aprons covered front and back, but I could only wear mine in the back, since, 
as a retread, I am a half-past commander. 


Be sure to join us on November 15 at the Yacht House! 
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T 


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP  


         For Sale   1987 23' Hunter  
sailboat, wing keel, 5 HP motor, trailer, $3900  
       Call Bill Shotten, 336-325-3320 


 
           hree Words to Describe the Commanders’ 
Picnic. 
 


“Yum, yum, yum!”  Our past commanders 
(of whom there are many) did themselves proud, 
earning themselves an A+ for their BBQ (courtesy of 
that ol Pig Pick’n Ray T. and The Blue Apron Gang).  
One member of 
t h e  g a n g 
thought his 
apron was red 
and another 
thought his 
apron should be 
w o r n  a - - 
b a c k w a r d s 
a round  h i s 
neck, but we 
won’t mention 
any names.  Hint:  one’s name rhymes with Black & 
Decker and the other with Orbit. 


 
 P/C Chris came up with a couple of jolly 
games involving hula hoops, green bananas tied to a 
string and ping pong balls.  That’s right, we played 
hoops and banana golf – I’m sorry if you missed it, 
but I can’t begin to explain it. 
 
 We were told that there would be a special  


 
guest at the pig pick’n, but as it turned out there were  
dozens:  Tom Cruise, Donald Duck, Mickey Mouse, 
Marie Antoinette, Jack the Ripper, etc.  Each 
member wore the name of a “special person” on his 
back and tried to guess his identity.  P/C Alex 
“Donald Duck” Cooper walked off with the prize 
while some among us are still saying “who am I?-- 


who am I?”--. 
  
             M a n y 
members said 
that the Cdr’s 
Picnic was one 
of the best ever.  
So, we applaud 
our P/C’s for the 
planning and 
execution of this 
e v e n t ,  b u t 


suggest that by next year we straighten out the lads 
on the difference between red and blue aprons and 
the proper way they should be worn.  It may take 
until then. 
 
 Our thanks to the P/C’s who worked on this 
event; as your efforts were greatly appreciated and at 
last…the true nature of your talents have been 
exposed …serving the Squadron.  Many, many 
thanks…job well done! 







6 


                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


 


 


 Albert C. Gaskill, P 
     Our friend and fellow member Albert 
left this earth Thursday, November 2 to 
sail on to higher waters. He was truly a 
unique and fun individual who left us 
with many memories. We will miss him. 
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WSSPS 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 


Nominees for 2006 Executive Committee Positions 
 
 
 


Executive Officers 
 
Commander                                                 Lt/C Reid London, AP    
Executive Officer    P/C Kris Cranford, AP 
Educational Officer    Lt Fred Eldridge, JN 
Administrative Officer   Lt Michael Vestal, AP 
Secretary     Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 
Treasurer     Lt/C Eddie Shinlever, P 
 
Elected members of the Executive Committee 
 
Member at Large     Lt Sandra Breda, SN 
Member at Large    Lt James Frazier, Jr., S 
Member at Large    P/C Dawn Gaskill, AP 
Member at Large                                          P/C Michael Cranford, AP 
Member at Large                                          D/Lt/C Ray Travis, SN 
Member at Large                                          Lt Sheila Breault, S 
Immediate Past Commander  (Appointed by the By-Laws – not elected) 
 
General Committees 
 
Audit      Lt T.J. Todd, P  
Rules      P/C Leon Corbett, SN 
      P/C Kenneth Jennings, Jr., JN 
 
Education 
 
Assistant Ed. Officer    P/C Rocky Johnson, AP 
Chairperson LB/AG    TBD 
Chairperson LB/EC    TBD 
 
 
 
The above slate is respectfully submitted to you by the 2006 WSSPS  
Nominating Committee. 
 
Chairperson – P/C Donald Breault, AP 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


  FOR SALE 
 


   2000 Four Winns  
    Vista Cruiser 248 
Loaded and in great condition 
 


    “APRIL STAR” 
 


             $35,000.00 
 


For information contact: 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
 336-712-0661 







10 


Lt/C Reid London, AP 


 


     AT BERMUDA RUN COUNTRY CLUB 
                       THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14  
   Dinner Cost  $25/pp (Bring a $5ish gift to exchange) Make Checks out to WSSPS  Collect at door 
   Guests are always welcome, but send your reservations to wsspsreservations@hotmail.com 


go out to  


John and Barbara 
Richardson  


for receiving  
The Conley L. Smith 
Beacon Award 


at the Commanders’ 
Picnic. This award is 


given to a member (or 
members) who have 


shown Character, 
Leadership, Loyalty and 


Friendship to our 
squadron. We 


appreciate all the 
Richardson’s have 


done for us. 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events 
being added on a regular basis. Please make sure you check for those 
changes and additions in each month’s issue.                                       


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 


Calendar of Events 2006 
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BRIDGE 
Commander  Cdr  Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 
Executive Officer Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP 
Educational Officer P/C Donald Breault, AP 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Reid London, AP 
Secretary  Lt/C Margie Lamb, P 
Treasurer  Lt/C Edward O. Shinlever, P 
 
TARHEELS STAFF 
Editor/Publisher  P/C Michael L. Cranford, AP 


WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


10-12 November     Rendezvous & Raft-up 
                                  at Cape Lookout 
 


15 November          Year in Review 
                                  at Yacht House 
 


14 December          Christmas Party 
                                  Bermuda Run CC 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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ROSSED 
December  2006    Volume XV     No. 11 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE  WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


ANCHORS 
“ F ormerly Tarheels ”  


 
Is this thing          
what we are 
looking for? 


Fun for Everyone—Even Honeybun! 


See Page 7 
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14 December            Christmas Party 
                                   at Bermuda Run CC 
 
08 January                ExCom Meeting 
                                        Village Inn—Clemmons 
 
08 January                News Articles Due 
               E-mail prefered 
                 mcranford@triad.rr.com 
 
27 January                Change of Watch 
                                   at Piedmont Club 
 
                                 
         See the Full Calendar on page 11 
 
(As a note: All squadron members are always 
welcomed and encouraged  to come to the monthly 
Executive Committee Meeting on the last Monday of 
every month. The regular time for these meetings is 
1900. Call 759-0455 for directions. Come out and join 
us.  We would like to have your input.) 


For Tarheels 


 


Thursday  


December 14 
  


 at Bermuda Run 
Country Club 


 


$25.00 PP - Pay at Door 
Don’t forget your $5 Gift to Exchange 


 


Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
Cash Bar 


 
 


Social begins at 6:30   


Guests are always welcome 
 


Send Reservations 
to wsspsreservations@hotmail.com 
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If you have any questions concerning any of  
the upcoming events, classes, or any other  
items about the Power Squadron, please feel  
free to contact any of the people listed below.  
 


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN  759-0455 
Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP   765-1499 
Lt/C Reid London, AP                      766-6643 
Lt/C Donald Breault, AP  712-0661 
Lt/C Margie Lamb, P  766-7744 
Lt/C Edward Shinlever, P  725-6334
  


Cdr Leon Corbett, Jr., SN 


 
              s we move to the end of the calendar year, I begin 
to think about what we have done during this year. I will 
try to devote my last message, in January, to squadron 
future, so look back a bit with me now to squadron past. 
 
We have tried some new things during this year. Some 
have worked, some have not. 
 
We experimented with the longer Squadron Boating 
course. We were satisfied that it was the best course to 
offer. The only problem was that we did not recruit any 
members for the squadron from the course. This fall we 
have gone back to the ABC course, which finishes on 
December 5. (A shorter course works better for this busy 
season.) We tried an extensive advertising program which 
has produced an excellent group. It remains to be seen 
whether any of this group will join us in the squadron. 
 
We have tried putting together special interest groups, 
with limited success. The cruises up the Catawba and 
down to Georgetown may have some relationship to that 
idea, but in the main the groups were not pursued. 
However, I still believe that they have potential for 
bringing together people in the squadron with like 
interests, just as the people who gather at Peltier Creek 
share such great camaraderie. 


 
We have had some great events this year. The Catawba 
cruise and Lake Norman rendezvous were special this 
year, the fish fry was great, the meeting at Travis’ pool 
was super, a small group enjoyed Topsail, there were good 
gatherings at Frank’s, we had a fine time with Greensboro 
at Belews Lake, and we had some great programs at our 
meetings. The Yard Sale was a hoot and we found some 
geodetic markers. That’s not all, but it was all fun. 
 
We promoted Safe Boating week with help from WXII 
and Austin Caviness. As part of the promotion we made 
the Mayor an honorary member of the squadron and he 
proclaimed Safe Boating Week in Winston-Salem. The 
coverage was great. 
 
It has been a year of communication. We worked to 
enhance our website (I still think we can do even more) 
and we have made extensive use of email. (I am sure you 
will believe that my folder contains a thousand messages.) 
 
Sadly, three beloved members of the squadron have died 
this year. 
 
We move indoors in this winter season and the year is not 
over yet! As mentioned, we will finish the Boating Course 
on Dec. 5. On December 14 we will       Cont’d Page 4  
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T 
 
        he end of the year is almost here.  We are all very busy trying to plan for the holiday season.  We all get so 
busy this time of year.  To the point where we have to choose what activity and what party we want to attend.  
There are so many choices to make.  Perhaps we try to cram too much in such a short period of time. 
 
Here are my suggestions for reducing stress this time of year. 


1. Plan time with your immediate family. 
2. Plan time with your not so immediate family 
3. Plan more time with your family 
4. Do not think about boating or Power Squadron except for the annual Christmas party at Bermuda Run. 
5. Plan time at church this month.  If you never go, now is a good time to start.  If you go often, please 


continue and spread the word. 
6. Plan a little time for fellowship with your close and not so close friends. 
7. Make a personal call to those you know you will not see this Holiday Season that you really want to say 


hello to.  Voices are more meaningful than an e-mail 
8. Do not allow the computer or e-mail to manage you.  You manage it and tell it when you want to play or 


communicate. 
9. Do not forget your Christmas Cards.  Postage is still a good bargain for door to door delivery.  Pictures say 


a thousand words and a hand written little note is like a thousand pictures. 
10. Do something wonderful to someone who will least expect it.  The satisfaction and feeling you get for 


your gift giving is the perfect Rx for the soul. 
 
After the Holiday, I will be back to dreaming of : “This new boat”.  But there are other priorities right now.  And 
you know what they are. 
 
From the “Breault Family” I want to wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 
 
See you on the water! 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
336-712-661 e-mail:  Saltyboats@aol.com 


P/C Donald R. Breault, AP 


 
 


Cdr’s Message from Page 3 
 


have the Christmas Party, and then on January 27 we have the Change of Watch. The party and the change of watch 
are events that are great fun and I encourage squadron members to attend. 
 
Now let me end with my Christmas wish list for the squadron: 


1. Success in recruiting and retaining members. 
2. Participation in squadron events by all members. 
3. More members taking courses—it is fun to do with other members of the squadron. 
4. More members taking part in squadron service and leadership positions. We are wearing out our willing 


volunteers! 
 
And now to all a Merry Christmas and a good night! 







5 


I 


Lt/C Robert Whittle, AP  


         For Sale   1987 23' Hunter  
 


sailboat, wing keel, 5 HP motor, trailer, $3900 
  


       Call Bill Shotten, 336-325-3320 


 
          recently received an assessment from our county tax office that took me by surprise.  The assessment 
was on our 2005 pontoon boat which we had purchased in June of that year.  The formula for assessments 
are essentially derived by our tax collectors consulting the A.B.O.S. Boat Valuation Guide.  The boat plus 
the motor less the depreciation equals the assessed value or so I thought. 


To my surprise our boat had appreciated in value over 45% since June 2005.  WOW!  My options 
(as I saw it) were:  (1) to sell the boat for the new appraisal value and pocket the 45% profit; (2) to keep the 
boat and see if it would appreciate another 45% or (3) contact our county tax folks to establish a little 
sanity. 


Since my first two options were more along the lines of wishful thinking, the only option I really 
had was number three…contact the tax office.  On my first call I was told that the assessment was correct 
and that their valuations were based on the retail value of the property (I had paid retail) and there wasn’t 
anything that could be done.  I was slightly incensed by this polite dismissal.  I called again the following 
day and explained my plight to a second tax person who told me essentially the same thing the first one had.  
There was nothing to be done unless I was willing to come before the “assessment board” to plead my case.  
“Yes” I said “that’s exactly what I wish to do”.  “Okay” she said, “but first you must fax me your 
documentation to prove that you have a case, and I must have it on or before the end of the month 
(deadline)”.  Thanks to Jan, all the appropriate documentation was found and faxed as requested. 


A letter soon arrived from the Forsyth County Tax Office, written by a third tax official, concurring 
that the boat was indeed over assessed and apologized for the error.  It seems that the principal problem was 
that the boat’s motor had been “assessed” twice.  Henceforth, they reduced the assessment by the value of 
one motor and concluded that we now had the fair retail value upon which we would be taxed. 


So, my appreciation dropped 41%...that’s right 41%...it should be 45%!   Right?  The net result is I 
am going to be taxed on a year old boat at a 104% valuation of the purchase price.  Value Added?  It isn’t 
the money…it’s just the nature of the beast! 


VALUE ADDED(?) TAX 
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                         2900 GRIFFITH ROAD 
                WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27103 
 


                              336-768-6684 


                           www.grubbsmarine.com 


 BOATING FATALITIES INCREASE BY 21 IN 2005 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard indicates that boating fatalities were 697 in 2005 - up from 676 in 2004. This news is 
a bit disappointing in that the 2004 numbers were at an all time low since 1985 ( 1140 fatalities). 
Fluctuations are common and can be simply the result of better reporting by police, or a year in which more 
good weather generated more boating activity. 
 
FACTS: ------- 491 of the 697 fatalities were due to drowning 
-- 87 % -- yes 87 % --of fatalities were not wearing PFD's-- 
21 of the fatalities were children 
6 fatalities due to carbon monoxide 
25 % of fatalities due to alcohol 
 
            THE COAST GUARD HAS DISCONTINUED 
           THE *CG SERVICE ON WIRELESS PHONES 
 
DARLE SHOUSE , N.----------- SAFETY OFFICER 
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At 0800 on November 4, 2006 a number of members of our Power Squadron 
met at Hill's Lexington BBQ Restaurant for a wonderful breakfast in a private 
dining room.  The purpose of this meeting was two-fold. Number one was to 
have a little social with our squadron boating buddies and, second and most 
importantly, to address the matter of geodetic marker recovery. 
  
After breakfast we divided into three groups of four each and received our 
assignments.   
  
Group #1 consisted of Leon and Mary Lou Corbett and Robert and Jan Whittle 
Group #2 consisted of Michael and Kristine Cranford and Eddie and Becky Shinlever 
Group #3 consisted of Gary and Mary Anne Lewis, Sandy Breda and Shirley Hutchins and 
of course the intrepid Honey Bun. 
 
By noon 14 Markers had been located. 


Our fearless leader, 
Gary Lewis. 


Sometimes others have found them for us. We just 
have to follow the signs. 


The Geodetic Marker Recovery Teams. 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 


A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 
 


You Are Cordially Invited to Attend 


The Annual Change of Watch 
27 January 2007 


 
Piedmont Club 


200 West Second Street 
19th Floor 


Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
 
 


Class A Uniform with bow tie or appropriate formal evening attire 
 


Social and Cash Bar Begins at 1830 
Dinner Buffet and Program to Follow 


 
Dinner Buffet includes Entrees, Salad, Vegetables, Dessert, Tea and Coffee 


 
$35.00 per person 
(Parking included) 


 
RSVP with check made out to WSSPS by January 20 to: 


 
Lt/C Eddie Shinlever, P 


2275 Pisgah Church Road 
Kernersville, NC 27284 


(336-725-6334) 
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  Ship’s Store 


6” x 12” 2-color License Plate only $5.00. 
 


Red or Blue Can Hugger for $3.00 
each or 2 for $5.00. 
 


Coffee Mug with our logo printed on 
both sides. Comes with a no spill lid. 
Only $5.00.  
 


Show your support for our Squadron.  
Call Jim Frazier at 336-998-6998 or 
get yours at some of our meetings. 
Ask Jim about a Burgee too. 


 


  FOR SALE 
 


   2000 Four Winns  
    Vista Cruiser 248 
Loaded and in great condition 
 


    “APRIL STAR” 
 


             $35,000.00 
 


For information contact: 
P/C Don Breault, AP 
 336-712-0661 
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Lt/C Reid London, AP 


I Love Boating! 


                             
                                                          I Love boating!  Picture says it ALL!  Just too good for one review! 
 


Can you believe that Christmas 2006 is here?  Even though this year has been very busy, it is just hard to believe 
that the year is gone.  But, one must remember that this year is behind us and we are already planning for 2007.  
The Admin Department has been busy putting together a 2007 schedule that will keep us partying (I mean 
socializing) all of next year.  The one thing we do best is socialize, and that will be our main focus for 2007.  If you 
have any new ideas for next year please email them to Mike Vestal at mvestal3@triad.rr.com and he will make 
sure the social committee reviews them.  I am sure the year will be packed full of fun as it has been in the past. 
 
Special thanks to Ray Travis & John Richardson for sponsoring our November meeting at the Yacht House.  The 
“Year-In-Review” is always a special treat to look back at all the fun we have had over the year.  There seems to 
always be many laughs and memories to share in pictures and these guys do a great job.  Great meeting.  
 
Our next squadron meeting on December 14, 2006 will be our Christmas Party held at Bermuda Run Country Club 
in Bermuda Run, North Carolina.  This has always been a fun evening and we can never guess who might show up 
as “Special Guest”.  In past years we have had “The Blows Brothers”, “Frosty The Snowman”, “The Grinch”, and 
even “Santa’s Chief Elf”.  Who knows what this year holds.  Don’t forget to make your reservations at 
wsspsreservations@hotmail.com.  The cost is the same as last year $25.00 per person (Pay at the door) and we will 
have a cash bar set up for all to enjoy.  Even though we are paying at the door we still need the reservation by 
December 10, 2006 so we can plan for the food.  This will be a great social so come on out and enjoy the WSSPS 
family Christmas Party. Bring a Friend! 
 
Check out the WSSPS 2007 calendar for the upcoming events for next year.   This calendar is tentative and we will 
confirm over the next few weeks. 
 
You have a choice, you can help create the fun or you can sit back and read about the fun in the next issue of 
“CROSSED ANCHORS”. 
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Many dates are tentative and subject to change as well as new events being added on a regular 
basis. Please make sure you check for those changes and additions in each month’s issue.                         


Winston-Salem Sail & Power Squadron 
Calendar of Events 2007 
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WINSTON-SALEM SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
5854 Woodsway Drive, Pfafftown, NC 27040  


14 December          Christmas Party 
                                  at Bermuda Run CC 
 


5-7 January             D27 Council/Training 
                                  in Durham, NC 
 


27 January              WSSPS COW 
                                  at Piedmont Club 


  IMPORTANT UPCOMING  EVENTS 
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